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ABN 34 282 154 794
Time to restore some swamps - photo by Lothar Voigt

Northern Banjo Frog,  Tyagarah Swamp

You are invited to our next FATS meeting
at 6.30 pm  for a 7.00 pm start

Friday 2nd February 2007
Follow signs to  Building 22

Jamieson Street off Holker Street
Sydney Olympic Park

Join the Frogmobile helpers any time from 10am to 4pm
Sunday 28 January 2007, at the Centennial Park duck pond.
Meet new people. Learn new skills.   Help our frogs, whilst
having fun. Bring a picnic.  No previous experience required.
Call Lothar Voigt on lothar@exemail.com.au or  9371 9129
or   the Frogwatch Helpline    0419 249 718.

***********THE APRIL MEETING IS LIKELY TO BE
CHANGED TO FRIDAY 13 APRIL. BECAUSE THE FIRST
FRIDAY IN APRIL IS GOOD FRIDAY.**************
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MEETING  FORMAT for 2nd February 2007
6.30 pm Adult White Lip Lt infrafrenata and Green Tree Frogs Lt

caerulea lost frogs need permanent homes. To foster them,
bring your FATS membership card & Amphibian Licence.

7.00 pm Welcome and announcements.

7.30 pm Main Speakers: Arthur White:- Where do Papua New Guinea
frogs come from and how do they relate to Australian frogs?
Matt and Brad McCaffery:- Northern NSW and Southern

Queensland field trip report.

8.15pm 5 Favourite Slides. Tell us about your recent frogging trips or
experiences. If you have slides or other images, bring them
along as well. Door prize and guessing competition, light
refreshments and pleasant conversation.



Mortons Monitors are in a 10lof trouble because they are
eating Cane Toads. In addition to numerous excellent
amphibian slides, we viewed fabulous slides of goannas,
lizards. rock an, skinks, snakes, tuntes and freshwater
crocodiles. Thank you for sharing the experiences with
us Henry.
Lothnr Voigt displayed and explained the building of
varieties of tree frog ponds. These help protect tree frog
popularions and their tadpoles from the unwonted
invasion of ground frogs eg Striped Marsh Frogs.
Inexpensive materials like 160 litre Bunnings tubs,
plastic sheets for surrounding marsh areas and
polystyrene boxes pained yellow and covered with
creamy sand and brown soil (ground into the wet paint),
magically transform simple items into smart looking
stone ponds. What a creative imagination! Thanks again
Loihar. MW

The King Edward River area was full of frogs and
reptiles. including Litoria rothii, Crinia bilingual. Lt
cop/alldi. Lt inermis, nasuta, LI wotjulumensis,
U"II,od) ••astes eonvexiusculus, Green Tree Frogs, bi­
colours, Ltmnodynastes lignarius Carpenter or
Woodworker Frog (below).

"MoSI information on the ecology oflhe Golden
Bandicoot comes from a single short-term sllidy on
Marchinbar Island (Southgate el 01. 1996). Like other
peramelids, II.eGolden Bandicoot is omnivorous. From
seal analyses. Southgale et 01. (1996) concluded the diet
on Marchinbar Island was comprised mainly of beetles
and ants but included cockroaches, spiders. centipedes
and plant material. On the Western Australio mainland
the dtet includes insects. arachnids and plant material
(McKenzie el 01. /995). On Barrow Island Golden
Bandicoot .•have been observed eating' turtle eggs and
reptiles (McKenZie et 01. 1995)"
"The Golden Bandicoot appear~ 10 be a solitary species
(McKellzie et 01. 1995) although home ranges have some
overlap (Solllhgale et 01. 1996). 011 Marchillbar Island.
male home ranges "ary from -1.4 ha 10 35 Irawhile
female ranges varied/rom 1.7 Irato 12.7Ira.Sample
sizes were small in the NT study and home ranges of
males andfemales did not differ stottsttcatly. Home
ranges also tended 10 be larger in the dry season,
although again the difference between seasons was 1I0t
significallt. If preliminary radio tracking study by
Graham (1996) in the north Kimberley indicated tha:
Golden Bandicoots have defined areas of activity
centred 011 nest sites ."
Travel to these open savannah. big stations is done by
helicopter. The fertile black soils. floodplains. creek­
beds and grasslands are host to a wide variety of native
animals and indigenous art.

LAST MEETI~G I" DECEMBER 2006 ~...
FOllowlDlllbe announcemenl, and shorl .""""'

praenlallon• Henry Cook (on bcholf of George
Madani) described surveys currently occurring 81big
prlvale slollons Theda and Ooogan, in the Norlbero
Terrilory. These properti es were specificaUy
purchased to preserve indigenous Art.

During the survey process, unexpected traces of nearly
extinct Australian species have turned up in dog scats.
Hairs of Golden Bandicoot Isoodon auratus have been
discovered and recovery plans are being prepared.
Refer
bttp:/Iwww.deh.gov.aulbiodi,'ersity/t-brt.attnedlpublication
$Irecover)'"-auratus-m-macrurus/pubsli-auntus ..m-

and



PORT MACQUARIE CANE TOAD MUSTER
roggers Needed for Toad Muster. Port
Macquarie may become the first town in

Australia to rid itself of Cane Toads.

For the last ten years, people in the Port have been
helping by reporting toad sightings and taking part in
toad round-ups. These activities have been so successful
that toads are now scarce.

To try to get rid of the last of the toads, specially trained
sniffer dogs have being flown in to flush out the last of
the toads. But froggers are needed to do the actual
catching of the toads.

The muster will take place on the weekend of the
10th/11th of March- the toad catching will take place on
the Saturday night after the sniffer dogs have found the
sites. If you would like to help the muster contact Arthur
White on (020) 9599-1161.

This is your chance to be part of history. AW

FROG DAY AT BOBBIN HEAD WITH
COAST ALIVE VOLUNTEERS, 5.11.06
rizzling rain threatened to wash out the Frog
Day talk and puppet show at Bobbin Head this

year. Instead we were able to use the Gibberagong
centre and had a good roll-up of children, parents
and the new intake of volunteers at the National
Park.
A petition to take care of the environmental was
launched by Frog, Platypus and Kangaroo, puppets
handled by Kerrie, Wendy K. and Jeff and introduced by
Margarita. FATS new poster illustrated my talk about
frogs of Sydney, and a few posters were given out. The
afternoon concluded with a visit to the aquarium next
door. WAG

Frog Day at Bobbin Head photo by Wendy Grimm

Marion Anstis (centre) identifying tadpoles on one of our
many FATS field trips - using her Tadpoles of South-Eastern
Australia field guide and Robert Wall our Field Trip Co-
ordinator (right). FATS members are encouraged to attend
these free evening trips.    The field guide is for sale at FATS
meetings.   Photo by Wendy Grimm

2007 INAUGURAL FROGOGRAPHIC PRIZE
pen to all FATS members.

Do you have a favourite froggie photo or
drawing?     Yes?
Email a copy of your entry to the FATS Editor, Monica
Wangmann c/- wangmann@ihug.com.au or post a
copy to The secretary, FATS at PO Box 296 Rockdale
NSW 2216, to arrive no later than 15 July 2007.  Please
include your name, age (if you are under 16 years of age,
including date of birth) and contact details.

All entries must be the entrant’s own work.  Maximum,
six entries per person.   Entries will be judged by the
FATS committee and may win a small prize, appear in
future Frogcall newsletters and our web site.

Categories:-
1

a)   Best frog photo  (open to all ages)
b)   Best frog photo - youth section

(15 years and under as at 1/2/2007)
2

a) Best frog artwork such as drawing, cartoon or
painting (open to all ages)

b) Best frog artwork such as drawing, cartoon or
painting - youth section (see above)

3
a) Most interesting image
b) Most interesting image – youth section (see above)

4   A “people’s choice” award will be judged at the
August meeting of FATS. (open to all ages)
The FATS committee
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BEATING THE MOZZIES THIS SUMMER!

here isn’t anything more likely to ruin a serene
night of frog watching than the annoying buzz

and bite of mosquitoes. Unfortunately, mozzies like to
live in the same places as frogs, whether they’re in
our backyards or bushland, so we sometimes need to
take precautions to avoid those pesky pests.

Mozzies are a natural part of the environment and
provide food for birds, bats, frogs, reptiles, fish and
macroinvertebrates but they can often cause severe
nuisance biting. Only the female mozzies bite because
they need the protein hit in the bloodmeal to develop
eggs but can sometimes transmit disease causing
pathogens like Ross River virus and Barmah Forest virus.
These viruses can cause a range of symptoms including
fever, rash, arthritic pain and fatigue so after a night
chasing frogs it isn’t just an itchy bite you could end up.

The easiest way to avoid being bitten by mozzies is to
stay locked up indoors but that’s not much fun is it? If
you’re going out looking for frogs, it will probably be
during the early evening or night and that’s when
mozzies can be most active. Wearing a long sleeved shirt
and long pants will certain deter some mozzies but there
are also repellents that will help keep the bites at bay.

There are plenty of insect repellents available from your
local supermarket but most fall into two main categories,
those containing a chemical repellent and those
containing plant extracts with repellent properties. The
most effective chemical repellent is DEET and is a
common ingredient in commercial insect repellents.
Check the label for the DEET concentration that can
range from less than 5% through to 80%. A formulation
around 20% is pretty good and will generally provide
protection for over 4 hours. Picaridin is another chemical
used in insect repellents and like DEET, provides good
protection and is thought less likely to cause less skin
irritation.

There are a lot of ‘natural’ insect repellents based on
plant extracts including eucalyptus, peppermint, catmint
and citronella. While the chemical repellents block the
sensory organs of the mosquitoes, these ‘natural’
products tend to stop bites by confusing the mosquito.
These products can be handy when you are outdoors for
short periods or there aren’t many mozzies about but be

warned, most of these repellents usually offer less than an
hour’s protection.

Scientists are even looking to frogs to find new (and
potentially more effective) repellents! Studies using the
secretions from the Green Tree Frog (Litoria caerulea)
found that the ‘frog juice’ had enough repellent properties
to stop mozzies biting mice in the laboratory but human
trials are yet to be undertaken. A commercially available
product could be many years away but please be patient,
as, although it may seem like a good idea, our local frogs
probably wouldn’t appreciate being squeezed and rubbed
along our arms and legs to keep the mozzies away.

It is important to note that if you’re heading out frogging,
take care not to over use the repellent, particularly if
you’re planning on handling frogs. It doesn’t matter if the
repellent is chemical or natural, due to the highly
permeable skin of frogs, exposure to these substances
could be nasty indeed.

So, when you’re off frogging this summer, make sure you
pack some insect repellent containing DEET (along with
your field guides and torches) but make sure you don’t get
any on the frogs! Cameron Webb,
Dept of Medical Entomology,
Institute of Clinical Pathology and Medical Research,
Westmead Hospital
cameronw@icpmr.wsahs.nsw.gov.au

Below: Gerry Marantelli (foreground), Corroboree Frog
Rescue Program, Kosciuszko National Park
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SAVE CRANEBROOK

Of course, a nasty impact would tbreaten frogs 100. bul
because of astronomers like Rob, we humans would
probably find out about it first. It may seem a tad
farfetched. but we have become the environmental
indicators for frogs!

Rob explained how he keeps evicting Peron'S Tree
Frogs from the Siding Spring Observatory. "None of
them have managed 10 get into the telescope yet. They
could cause a lot of damage in there.' And wouldn't
they look scary'! Frcgzilla has landedl

He says the other frogs he finds around Siding Spring
are mostly Crinias and Broad-palmed Frogs. .
"Luckily", he says, "if people who arc out at night
want to familiarise themselves WIth the local frogs,
there are only a few species around in mOSIinland
areas and their names and calls can be learned with
little trouble." So. all you amateur stargazers, if the sky
clouds up in the night or if something climbs up your
tripod, get your camera out and your tape rcc.order.
Rob suggests that frog searchers cou ld likewise expand
their horizon: "Frogging is often begun at dusk. before
it's too dark to sec where you're going. When it's
properly dark, start looking lit the sky. You can often
see impressive meteorite showers, especially around
each October and November." Next time, froggers,
bring your binoculars, wrap some red cellophane rou~d
the torches and keep looking up. You Inight make a big
splash!

That's what Rob did, when the cornet he discovered
last August became one of the brightest ones ever seen.
A comet with a beautiful tail that had everyone
guessing about il. Ijust got back Ibis evening from the
Dover Heights football field for a final view. There
was as 8 small band of people, all crowding together at
the field's brightly lit western edge. (The eastern edge
was much darker. But we fell we really wanted to be
closer to that cornet.) They were strangers but Were all
talking to each other, mainly about the tail. Whcther it
was eurved. Which way it was pointing. BUImostly,
what was eventually going to happen 10 it. They could
have been talking about tadpoles.

We in Australlia nre especially proud of that corner, the
Sunset Comet, to go with the Sunset Frog which also
caused quite a splash when that was found. And we in
the FATS Group, we are proud of our member
although he docs his nightly surveys ill an unusual
way. We are all basking in Comet McNaught's
reflected glory. Thank you, Rob. and many more near­
misses, please. LV.

FATS member Rob McNaught bas been a rrogger
for many years, but he docs his surveys differ.nUy
from the rest or us. He looks upwards. Or so I bad
thougbt. WActually", be told me, "Ispend most of
my time looking straight ahead at computer
screens. I look for things thot jump between
photos." Don't we all, {thought, rememberjug bow
hard it i. to snap a frog in mid-jump. But Rob has
his gaze on comets, asteroids and supernovae, He
explains one doesn't b8\'(1 to toggle between ";lIions
of pletures any more, to see something bliuking­
software helps detect it now.

Well, I thought, maybe we other froggers can learn
something here. Frogs blink; frog populations explode
- so do stars. Around 20 years ago Rob gOIa major
astronomy medal for the discovery of an amazingly
large number of supernovae; he is an old hand. Which
is just as well, because only he and a colleague carry
the main rcsponsibi Iity for alerting us here in the
southern hemisphere of potentially hazardous near.
earth objects. Atthc FATS Group, where we try to
make some impact on frog decline, we think nothingof
having dozens of OUI'members on our frog surveys.
Governments think nothing of having only two full.
time workers doing a critical sky survey, where the
impact could be quite a bit more dramatic.

Come,McNaugh~January2007

RobMcNaUghtat SidingSpring

Tbere was a buge fire at the old Air Services Australia
site at Cranebrook 11 December 2006. Media reports

say it was caused by lightning strikes. If this site was in the
hands of the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service fire
mitigation measures would be in place to keep fuel loads at
acceptable levels. images Geoff Brown
bttp:/Iwww.saveeranebrook.eomlCraDebrookbulbfire.btm

THE COMET FROGGER
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Gerry Maramell i releasing juvenile Corroboree Frogs at KNP
FROGBITS AND TADPIECES

Chinese mythology has it that there is a three­
legged frog inthe Moon. There's another one in

(he Frogmobilc. Do we have any astrologers amongst
us to bestow any of this with some meaning?

Com bining fro~ging and astrology could be a really
potent mixture. Frogs areheld to be great predictors of
everything, from unwanted pregnancies 10
environmental degradation and calamities. Frogs beat
the pants off all you conventional astrologers. Come to
Our meetings. guys, and get your frog!

New members who sign up from February onwards
for their 200712008membership get the rest of the old
financial year for free. Our tradition to simplify
matters; but il might come handy if you want to bring a
few new folks to the meeting.

The Easter Show people have asked FA'rs 10provide
lots of speakers again - same a, last year in the
horticultural pavilion. A 2().minute talk in return for a
free ticket. I f interested, please contact me.

Crimson-sported Raiabowflsh can be useful for at
1..,,1medium-sized suburban Striped Marsh Frog
ponds. I have picked up another lot of surplus Ones
from the DEC Ecotoxicotogy lab. There will be some
at the meeting.

The Frogmebtle, for those of you who read this ill
time, will be in Centennial Park at the Duck Pond on
Sunday, 28 January. This time, we are doing a Frog
Dance in the water! We still have the big ruindance
wading pool from Frogweek. (It was raining then
anyway. so we did other things), And we're going to
get the public to join us in there! L.V.

The Daily Telegraph IVII2007
Keen on frogs.... Dr Michael \o1ahony
with a Red-eyed Green Tree I rog

THE GIANT SPACE FROG

Tloere no_e a rime wbea tbe Pope of tbe Frogs
deereed tllal ""ery spa .. a was sacred, ""er')

_pole aood.n.pl •• el quickly Halm. twice its
oIze aad C08.asledorrrogs alltbe way Ibrough.
An.r the Greal Carnivorous Acl Rlllbol was lefl
.. as the GSF, the GianI Space Frog. The GSF Ihen
jumped allhe Moon and ale it. Then the GSF
proceeded 10cal all fhe planets and finlilly t he SUD.
Thi. was when be became truly magnificenl, for
Ibe Sua shone oul of his cloaca. The Sun also
pro~lIed him forwards, and by pursing bis cloaca
in tbe righl way be .. cered to other solar systems
"bere h. appeared as a comet in their skies before
he consumed them all.

The GSF grew and grew. Berweco the galaxies
he left a swathe of darkness, intent on eating the
remaining ones on his way back when he would
make the Universe shrink again.

In Ihe end God's neighbours became concerned.
"YO\I have an annoying frog on the loose in your
Universe" they said, "we don't want him
translocated to our universes." And Godsaid in His
deep, resonating voice, "I shall make him pop", and
He made him pop. And in that instantof the Big
Pop, when our present Universe began, there were
spawnions and tadinos and frogotrons flying
everywhere, 10 condense eventually into ordinary
matter like us.

Those people who were in tune with nature thought
that God must have done something. Only. they
thought it was humans who had beencreated in His
image, and many died with surprised looks Ontheir
faces.

A few others began to understand the Mimele of the
Metamorphosis and worshipped the Trinity: the
Spawn. the ladpole and the Holy Frog. They followed
their Calling and went out into the swamps and
wilderness to Save the frogs. They began 10 show
people how to make damp places. Wherever they wenl
they mild. Ih. Sign of the Frog and convened others to
record the sounds ofthe frogs. Frog future became
inextricably wrapped up with sound recording tape, for
each specieshas been given its own distinctive call .
And if recorded, their calls will beheard so that those
species in greatest needwill bespared,

Thus the planet will become a lovely damp place once
again and the frogs' chorus willbebeamed into space
on many frequencies. As Our beacons, for the eext
comet 10home in on. L.V. (Repeimed fr<.m
FrogCall No. 10, Janusr')' 1994. In those day., we
lived In some fear of the universe collnp,ing
around us altaln.)
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