


LAST MEETING 2" DECEMBER 2005

pectacular lightning displays across the sky, an

uninterrupted skyline and fast moving black
clouds that raced overhead, heralded the start to our
second successful meeting at Sydney Olympic Park,
Homebush Bay.,

Arthur White discussed recent field trips then we
were treated to Lou Petho’s video “Still Croaking”.
When a property developer finds the endangered green
and golden bell frogs on his site, the multi-million
dollar project grinds to a halt. In a rare case of co-
operation the developer works with biologist, Arthur
White, to build the frogs new ponds away from the
construction site, at a cost of over $1 million. ....and
hope that the frogs move in and call the new ponds
home.

The filming started in 1998 and follows the frogs,
Graham Pyke, Michell@Christy , Arthur White and
many others to various sites such as Kurnell, Broughton
Island and Marrickville, etc. Inexpensive copies of the
90-minute DVD were purchased at the meeting.

Bunnings (Ashficld) sausage sizzle on 29 October was
successful. The sale of 500 BBQ'd sausages in buns,
with tomato sauce, napkins, soft drinks and an
unbelievable tens of kilos of fried onions ended in an
%800 profit and at least one new FATS member. Many
thanks to Alistair MacDougall who organised the event,
Robert Wall (onion cutter extraordinaire), Mark Kassa
and Karen White for their tireless work.

~ Peter Spradbrow presented a talk with many excellent
; on the Smith's Lake field trip. The region’s
e varies from sclerophyll forest to rainforest
k North of Sydney. The NSW
station is situated in beautiful terrain,

In February 2006 the next Cane toad muster in Port
Macquarie has a serious chance to exterminate them
from the region.

In other parts of Australia extermination strategies
include cane toad traps. The toad pushes the perspex
flaps at the entry of the trap, with its head. The cane
toad trap industry is so successful it is going on the
stock exchange.

Punia Jeffery described her 11-day, 190 k walk on the
Western Australian Bibbulmun track with 19 fellow
trekkers. See page 3 & 11. She passed Gardiner’s River,
black with tannin filled, fast flowing water, swinging
bridges, lush country, intensely coloured flowers such
as climbing sundew, granny’s bonnets, orchids, trees
everywhere, reptile and bird life and dense heathlands
full of frogs. Frogs either heard or sighted include
Crinia georgiana, Cr glauerti, Cr pseudinsignifera,
Geocrinia lutea, G. rosea, Litoria adelaidensis,
Spicospina flammocaerulea - Sunset frog and more. No
aircraft, no vehicles, just the wind in the trees. Thank
you Punia for sharing your wonderful exerience.

Many events involving the Frogmobile and building the
Rosebery pond were organised by our ambassador,
Lothar Voigt. Lothar continues to need helpers
urgently. Even 2 hours gives someone a short break.

All the Corroboree frog fundraising calendars were sold
Thank you again to the ever-generous FATS members
and friends. Contact www.frogs.org.au to order a $10
magnificent calendar. Several door prizes were won,
pond-plants were sold and pond sand and gravel given
away by Ann Peaston. The meeting ended with a light
supper and plenty of frog conversation. MW

BUS 525 FROM STRATHFIELD STATION
TO HOLKER STREET HOMEBUSH BAY



Litoria ewingi, Whistling Tree Frog or Southern
Brown Tree Frog distribution

FROGBITS & TADPIECES

ongratulations to 14-year-old Amon, who

bred his Dainty Green Tree Frogs in a
plastic cage! He put the cage in his garden and
flooded it. So they spawned, and the eggs
hatched.

he Australian Reptile Park did it again —

invited all the local herp societies, including
FATS, to their Christmas party on 4 December.
John Weigel laid on a great BBQ) and got his staff
to give us tours behind the scenes. Eric the
crocodile didn’t get to eat any of the keepers (it
t!,ind),butﬁwmmulleuculatedmhonmmre

essful —wttha.gonLThmkyomARP for the

STRANGE CUSTOMS

he Customs House librarian rang in on the Helpline.

A colleague had just come back from her lunch, still
holding a take-away salad box. Inside, amongst the half
eaten greenstuff and dressing and onion slices — yes, you
guessed it, it just had to happen — inside there was this
dear little struggling frog.

Whilst frogs are known to be very tasty, this customs officer
exercised laudable restraint. The little frog got its French
dressing wiped off again, was popped back into the take-
away box and was rescued. It is now in safe hands (well,
mine for the time being anyway). It turned out to be a Litoria
ewingi, a Whlstlmg Treu Fmg or Southcrn Brown Tree Frog
{e.g. h frogs.org.au/frogs/species/Litoria/ewingi/). (left)

The stowaway Asian Black-:-.pmed Toad that briefly fell into
my hands last year was also courtesy of Australian Customs
_ because the suitcase had slipped through their fingers. It
was only when the holidaymakers, freshly back from
Thailand, opened the case that Toad got to see its welcoming
committee. Although only the second emissary of its kind
known to have reached our shores, it was — as is our custom
— about to be treated rather badly but humanely.

In the present wet weather the Helpline phone is ringing
itself hoarse, There is not a day when someone or other is
not upset over the neighbour’s frog noise. Some say point-
blank they want to get rid of them. Others at least ask nicely
if someone could come and relocate them. I think they
always mean the neighbours, really.

People who can’t blame any neighbours blame their cats,
usually (daily, at the moment; this must be prime vendetta
time). I must come and Rescue the frogs from their garden
straight away because they got this cat, you see. One lady
had TWO cats, and she can’t keep them indoors at night
because her son is allergic to them! So I have to Rescue all
the frogs out of Sydney and maybe out of Australia,
there are cats werywhme. Sm’[rwin;arm. '
“Ohl



FROG PARTIES ON THE DORRIGO PLATEAU

We thought it long overdue that we updated
FATS members on our more recent frog and
wildlife experiences.

We first moved from Sydney to live on the Dorrigo
Plateau five years ago. We changed homes 6 months
ago to our present 20 acre property which borders
Juluy Juluum National Park, some 10 kilometers
due north of Dorrigo. We think of ourselves as
‘caretakers' of this land which we hope to turn into
a mature reserve. We care for 10 acres of rainforest
and 10 acres of pasture. We will encourage the
rainforest to regenerate most of the pasture over
time by ceasing the previous cattle grazing. We are
at approx 700-750 metres above sea level and our
property is gently undulating.

Whilst we do not have a creck on the property we do
have a man-made dam located in one of our existing
rainforest remnants. Now that cattle no longer roam
maost of our property we hope to encourage our dam to
become more frog friendly by introducing native reeds
and water plants. Whilst we think we would like small
native fish to control mosquito larvae in the dam and in
various open water tanks we are a little nervous about
whether to go down this path! Currently our dam is
devoid of vegetation but it is completely surrounded by
rainforest up to the water's edge with some over-
hanging trees. It is shallow around the edges, deeper in
the centre but not greatly. It has a clay bottom which
cattle trod until last June. It gets very little sun in
winter on the water with partially more sun in summer.
Our rainfall is generally very good and in heavy rain
rainforest 'run-off' creeks flow clean water into the
Most of the year it is

Al times we have 30-50 of them close to the house in
rainforest trees, on rocks, water tanks, lawns etc. Those
in amplexus will spawn in almost any open container
holding water. Thus we also have Litaria chioris
tadpoles everywhere in various stages of development.
Sometimes at night if we wish to listen to the radio or
TV we have to turn the volume very high to hear as
these lovely frogs can be deafening and will usually
call until after 02.00 am but on really wet nights some
continue calling until after dawn. Living in a remote
location can be so peaceful after coping with noise in
the city but you soon become accustomed to going to
sleep with the huge frog parties going on!

Again on moist or humid warm nights in the shallow
water on the edge of our rainforest dam can be found
amplexing couples of the Great Barred Frog;
Mixophyes fasciolatus and sitting on the ground in the
surrounding leaf litter under the rainforest trees single
Mixophyes fasciolatus can be heard calling and their
eyes easily spotted by using a strong torch light held at
your eye level. From a distance when a dozen or more
frogs are calling it sounds somewhat similar to dogs
barking some way off! Our dam has hundreds of very
large tadpoles which we presume are also Mixaphyes
Jfasciolatus.

Each spring & summer we hear and see Fletcher's frog;
Lechriodus fletcheri again close to the house often in
or around our flower pots.

Another frog sometimes found close to the house is
Lesueur's Frog; Litoria lesueuri. Again we have found
them amplexing.

Other frogs we have recorded on and close to our
property, some being common, are the N
Bleating Tree Frog also known as Kefersteins Tree
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SCIENTISTS PLAY LEAPFROG
TO HELP SAVE A SPECIES
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~

Go wild ... southern corroboree frogs take a moment
before hopping off to a new life in NSW's Jagungal
Wilderness region.

A fter three years in a refrigerated shipping

ntainer in Melbourne 200 desperately
endangered corroboree frogs will see their first
high-country dawn.

Once the southern corroboree frog was one of the
more common alpine species, with hundreds of
colonies living in the nation’s highest swamps. But in
the 1980s and '90s their numbers plummeted, and
today a mere 18 colonies are left, most with fewer than
five adults.

Climate change, drought and amphibian chytrid fungus
disease have all been blamed for taking corroboree
frogs to the edge of extinction.

Since 1997 the NSW National Parks and Wildlife
Service and the Amphibian Research Centre in
Melbourne have run a joint program in which about
4000 captive-reared tadpoles have been released into
Kosciuzsko National Park in the hope that they would
mature into breeding adults.

Unfortunately that effort has failed because as tadpoles
they are believed to come into contact with other
species infected with the fungal disease.

The Parks Service Threatened Species Officer, David
Hunter, said no matter how many tadpoles were
released it did not seem to have any impact on the size
of the adult population.

"All our data is suggesting they're likely to go extinct
in the next five to 10 years," he said.

So scientists have decided to use the trick for which
amphibians are famous - leapfrogging.

The Director of the Amphibian Research Centre, Mr
Gerry Marantelli, said as adults the frogs were
completely terrestrial.

"They don't go near the water again - they even lay
their eggs on land and wait for the swamps to flood,"
said Mr Marantelli, who has raised the frogs released
vyesterday for the past three years.

"We have to leapfrog the tadpole stage, when they
would normally come into contact with other species

carrying the chytrid fungus.”

Mr Hunter said a lot depended on the success of
vesterday's release. "This is our best option for trying
to prevent the extinction of this species in the wild."
Article sent to Frogeall by Punia Jeffery  written
by James Woodford SMH 11 1.06 Photo: Chris
Lane

SMH 21 Dec 2005 Caught on the hop
" Main photo Robert Pearce 5




Tableau de la Nature, By Louis Figuier
Ouvrage illustre a 'usage de la jeunese
(Nature encyclopedia for young people) Paris 1876
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CHYTRID AND FATS FIELD TRIPS

he Amphibian Chytrid Fungus is a new big

problem. It is a serious and quickly spreading
frog-killing discase. It is now sweeping through
Australia and through many other countries, and it
is being blamed for many frog extinctions. Because
this microscopic fungus cannot survive upon drying
out or if it is kept above 30" C, it is harmless to
humans.

Chytrid is also fairly harm tadpoles, but they are
carriers, and they usually die oon as they turn into
baby frogs. Older frogs may have some resistance to it
— they probably keep fighting it off until they get
stressed or fall upon hard times.

It is hard to recognise whether a frog has chytrid; it may
look healthy until the end. And because it is very hard
to tell whether a water body is infected, we have to
make sure that no water droplets, no moisture at all, is
taken from one site to another. Chytrid is water-borne!
So here is what to do — only ten points to remember:

1. Make a sensible decision about what is a “site” that
could infect another one.

2. Try to avoid poing to more than one site on the
same day or the same night. If that’s not practical,
either only “earball” the next site from the road,
without going in, or make sure that all equipment
and footwear is disinfected or changed.

If you do need to go to more than one site, go first
to the site that is the environmentally most sensitive
one (e.g. one with rare frog species or with flowing
water).

And don’t bring any chytrid back to your home or
your suburb. Wear gum boots that you can get the

- mud off and wipe down with household disinfectant
between sites, or have several changes of footwear
lldtwuen sites. If you took a car right up to

are also some other frog diseases about which we
still know very little.

Handle frogs only when necessary. Either use a
new disposable glove for each frog or collect the
frog through an inverted plastic bag.

Any spawn, tadpoles, detritus, water plants and
spare water that you take from the site must be
reparded as if they were infected, for as long as any
of these will remain in your care. And never release
any of these at another site.

10. Read the Frog Hygiene Protocol

on

www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.aw/pdfs/hyprfrog.pdf LV

Peron’'s Tree frog with a leech hitch-
hiker. Photo by Stewart Gemmell.




TOADBUSTERS KEEN TO CATCH 10.000™ TOAD  Ms Hitchcock said 9,954 toads had been caught

. in the
I ike their ghostbusting counterparts, Toadbusters group's five years and next week's toad busting
are here to save the world - from cane toads at session would be a milestone

least. Scores of volunteers from Gladstone in Competition to catch the 10,000th toad was expected
Queensland's south-east will be celebrating a rather to be fierce
unusual milestone next week when they capture their "There's a ot of competition between et b s

L 000 d after years of hunting the revi <t. i cliton between different family
a Lo b gth S pes groups,” Ms Hitcheock said, describing toad hunting
And like the Ghostbusters, who lived by the catchery as a "fun, family activity”.

“they're here to save the world”, Gladstone's toad chasers
are on a mission to save the environment - one toad at a
time.

“And it has been known for one group to realise that

they were a couple of toads behind, to go and actually

deliberately catch a few more just so that they beat

"1 think people volunteer with the thought they someone else.”

Py ca.r,' do something pastiave lor theiz : A record 850 toads were caught in an hour last

environment,” Toadbusters coordinator Anna Hitchcock 2 M T ; &

i December but most sessions average between 200 and
r 400 toads.

Hio one really likes toads cither, so that helps. Cane toads were introduced to Australia in 1935 from

Toad hunts, which attract up to 50 people, are held Hawaii in what proved a vain hope that they would eat

weekly during the summer breeding season. the beetles that were destroying sugar cane crops in

Volunteers armed with torches, safety goggles and s s

gloves flush out hundreds of the warty critters during the They have since marched across Australia, poisoning

night at local duck ponds and housing estates. millions of native animals - from lizards to crocodiles

They are then handed over to the Gladstone City ;;rru:::udmg in world heritage-listed Kakadu National

Council, which humanely freezes them to death before

incinerating the bodies. http://news.ninemsn. com.aw/article.aspx?id=81565
Bush Telegraph articles forwarded by Noel May forwarded to Frogeall by Steve Weir
Fmg—h;a:ddjypnndsmWaugnnSuteformls Telcgraph artickes 1 by Nocl May

Are frogs Tussy when it Comes 10 Choosing a pond in which 10 breed? Hﬁlﬂiﬁﬂssmmﬂmﬂm
Do different species prefer ditferent conditions? Researchers from Winter 290_5
Forests NSW are conducting a new study into he use of fire dams | Work by Forests NSW 1o give frogs in thefthe implementabon of a buller zone, par-
by frogs in State forests on the central coast o find answers 10 | Watagan Mountains a vanaty of homes is]ticularly whers threatened Fog tpeces ae
hese gquestions. continuing. with habitat proviced for several] detectad within the area,” Adarm sasd.
Asmmmhmwuhmvwm| threatened and common frog speces in the]  “Addional DIOIBCHON MBaSLNGS e mple-

of supplying water during times of bushfire,” Forests NSW resaarcher. | | form of constructed of remadiated dams.  |mented for individual threatened species.
- Frank Lemckert, said. "What pecple might not realise is that they |  Forests NSW ecologist Adam Fawoett saic
: habitats for frogs.” that a large number of frogs had me
5t constructed more than 30 dams of | into new dams in the central coast fo
N : (as reported in Bush Telegraph A
2004). Perons tree trogs (Liloria p
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