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Mr Livermore (see page 3}

) that venerable star of the Frogmobile
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LAST MEETING 14 OCTOBER 2005

ydney Olympic Park Authority (SOPA)
represented by Judy Harrington, Kerry
Darcovic and Jenny O’Meara warmly weleomed
FATS to our new spacious and well equipped
heritage hall at Homebush. FATS are very lucky to
have been invited to relocate to the ex naval armoury
depot. We will miss the Australian Museum but look
forward to regular bi-monthly frog meetings at our
new homey meeting place.

As is usual by the end of winter, a large number of
lost frogs were available to be adopted by FATS
members.

Arthur White introduced FATS to new members,
Brief announcements included the frog-talks and
Frogmobile visits to SOPA Homebush, FATS
fundraising at Bunnings Ashfield, frog-pond
workshops at Marrickville, future FATS field trips
and the cane toad muster in Port Macquarie.

The “Frog and Reptile Expo” at the Shortland
Wetlands Centre, was described by Brad McPherson
from the Society Of Frogs And Reptiles (SOFAR).
See photos throughout the newsletter. The expo
included arts and crafts displays and sales, live
animals, vintage cars, honeybee displays and much
more.

SOFAR membership is made up of 25% frog
enthusiasts, 25% environmental interests and 50%
reptile keepers. This newer herpetological group has
achieved amazing and diverse success during their
very short history.

SOFAR run a frog rescue and quarantine program,
hold meetings every second Tuesday of the month
except January, have prominent guest speakers. They
hold field trips, educational days and workshops,
won environmental awards, participated in the re-
introduetion of the Green and Golden Bell Frog to
Newcastle wetlands and assisted with rehabilitation
of Scotts Point habitat to name a few of their

Arthur White spoke about the long and precarious
history of Green and Golden Bell Frogs at Homebush
Bay. In 1991 the Fauna Act was passed and for the
first time frogs were legally recognised as fauna. The
Green and Golden Bell frog was instantly listed on
Schedule 12 as endangered. By 1992 Bell frogs at the
Homebush brick-pit became an issue, Most were in
Masons Park which was a tip, in an abandoned
swimming pool in George Street and on the eastern
side of the armament’s area in the eleciricity corridor.

The frogs liked garbage dumps. When the people
walked out the frogs walked in.

Several feisty meetings and battles were held over time
about the use of the brick pit. The green Olympic
games strategy contributed to the decision to protect
the frogs. Fauna impact statements, work done by Alan
Greer, Graham Rjke and PHD funded student Michelle
Christie added to the reasons to protect the frogs. Even
radio tracking was a disaster. However, the frogs
survived the numerous alternative plans for the site and
the outbreak of chytrid (which hasn’t affected the Bell
frog population size).

Our talented film-maker, Alistair MacDougall screened
his Darkes Forest field trip video film clip, which
included Litoria citropa the Blue Mountains Tree frog.

Grant Webster shared his slides and experiences of
frogs in Tasmania, including the Green and Gold Frog
Litoria raniformis, Southern (Eastern) Banjo Frogs
Limnodynastes dumerilii, Brown Tree Frogs Liforia
ewingi, crinias and the Tasmanian Tree Frog, Liforia
burrowsae . Ofthe 11 species known in Tasmania the
Webster family saw 7.

Lothar Voigt spoke about the Rosebery Bell frog
project and requested volunteers on weekends. Please
see page 11 for contact details.

Several members won lucky door prizes. The meeting
finished with light refreshments and pleasant
conversation. MW
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The first 10 young Bell Frogs getting acclimatised before release.
/Tose ery '

IF YOU HAVEN'T HEARD
FATS HAS MOVED TO HOMEBUSH

Tlle next FATS meeting will be held at
Newington, in Building 22 in the RANAD
(the old Naval Armory). The meeting is on
FRIDAY the 2™ of December, starting at

7.30 pm. Frogs that are available for purchase
from the Frog Rescue Service will be available
from 6.45 to 7.15 pm. AW

HOW DO YOU GET TO HOMEBUSH?
see map

If]mu are driving and coming from the south,
eat or west, use Parramaita Road. Turn into
HILL Road at Homebush and travel along Hill
Road until the intersection with HOLKER
STREET. Turn left into Holker St, and then
turn right into JAMIESON STREET. Drive

to the end of Jamieson St, stop at boom gate and
park. The security guard will direct you to
Building 22

IF you are coming from the north, travel along
Silverwater Rd, cross the Parramatta River; turn left into
HOLKER STREET, Drive past the Silverwater
Correction Centre and turn lefi into JAMIESON
STREET. Drive to the end of Jamieson St, stop at boom
gate and park. The security guard will direct you to
Building 22.

IF you are coming by train, there is a train leaving
LIDCOMBE Station at 6.50 pm, this train proceeds to
OLYMPIC PARK Station (arriving at 6.55 pm). If you
would like to be picked up at Olympic Park Station, ring
0419-249-728. Please ring, otherwise we may not have
enough car space for you, and it is a long walk to the
meeting venue from the station. AW

MR LIVERMORE STARS see front page

r Livermore, that venerable star of the

FrogMobile has now achieved international
(well national) notoriety. At the recent Frog and
Reptile Expo held at the Wetlands Centre at
Newcastle, Mr Livermore swept all contenders aside
and easily took out the “Best Frog on Show” award.

Lothar Voigt, who accepted the prize (a frog mug) on Mr
Livermore’s behalf, was overcome with emotion;

“This has been the happiest day of my life” he was heard
to say to someone.

There are rumours of movie deals being struck but Mr
Livermore has so far refused to comment. There are also
reports that an autobiography is imminent, if they can
find a publisher who uses waterproof paper. AW

KU-RING-GAI CHASE NATIONAL PARK 6 NOV.

ROG WEEK at Bobbin Head got off to a flying
start when about 90 young children and their
parents came to the old stone kiosk to hear about local

frogs and their environment.

A colourful display of posters and tadpoles and the frog
calls of the five featured species supported the talk. After
the talk Margarita led the kids in a frog chorus and then
assisted by other Chase Alive volunteers told a story about
river ecology with the aid of puppets. The entertainment
was followed by a stroll around the boardwalk for those
interested. WAG

THE NEXT MEETING

t the next meeting there will be several
prescntations: Lou Petho from Stony Creek
Productions will be showing some previously unseen

footage from the Bell Frog Documentary “Still
Croaking™,

Arthur White will be speaking and will discuss the
recent cane toad musters at Port Macquarie.

Punia Jeffery will be showing slides and talking about
her recent hiking expedition around the coast of south-
western Western Australia. Frogs, lizards and
wildflowers galore.

There will be a raffle on the night and tea/coffee and
biscuits afterwards. AW

RESCUED FROGS

The donations required (fo cover quarantine costs)
for frogs iss: LARGE FROGS : % 50 each

MEDIUM SIZED FROGS $ 30 each.
SMALL FROGS: § 20 each.

There are no discounts or reductions if you are fortunate to
get more than one frog.

If you want to collect a frog, you must be a FATS member
and you will need to produce your current Amphibian
Keepers Licence so that we can legally make the transfer
of the frog to your keeping, No licence no frog.

Preference will be given to people who do not already
have frogs from the Rescue Service. AW



CATCHING MOUNTAIN CLOUDS

ust got myself a fishing licence! Going fishing. For

the frogs. Three things are preying on my mind;
and they’re all trying to come together now. The Bell
Frog pond in Rosebery, the ARP Xmas party and the
Peter Rankin Fund.

First of all, the Rosebery project which is now nearly
finished. At this stage, the shallow middle pond is the only
one that's planted up — and it's the only one so far with
mozzie wrigglers in it. Lots and lots, all of them little tiny
baby wrigglers. And it's only had water in it for a week! Tt
urgently needs tadpole-friendly fish.

For the majority of suburban ponds where fish can’t get
flooded out into the wild, FATS has usually been
recommending White Cloud Mountain Minnows if there is
a need — often also a council requirement — to control
mozzies. We know that Mountain Clouds do the job, and
we know that they're reasonably (but not perfectly) tadpole
friendly. They can be easily obtained from pet shops; so
unlike wild-caught fish they can be got without a licence
and without a great expedition effort. And they come free
of any Gambusia by-catch. Best of all, they breed in garden
ponds, need almost no maintenance and have no trouble
overwintering in our Sydney climes. But: For one thing,
they’re not natives. For another, there are now three known
places in the wild where they have been found. They may
not have firmly established themselves, or they may have
joined the foxes. And the lantana and a hundred other
things we can do without.

Urban gardeners who want a nature pond often want a
native nature pond. They might just find it more pleasing,
or they might live at the edge of a bushland and very
rightly don’t want to risk any non-natives escaping into it.
In those cases the Frogwatch Helpline (which is sometimes
me, admittedly) usually recommends Pacific Blue-eyes
instead of Mountain Clouds — at least where the frog
species are common ones and a few more taddies eaten
than otherwise would still leave plenty left over. For a Bell
Frog pond, | would have concerns though — I have seen
Blue-eves nipping at taddies up to their own size. (4 purist
would have some concerns anyway: Blue-eyes from pet
shaps are likely to be from a different caichment fo ours,
with the supposed problems of genetic pollution and of
bringing in some other catchment s diseases. Blue-eyes
you have caught from the wild run the real risk of
contamination by Gambusia — the dreaded Plague-
Minnow, nee Mosquito Fish — a much bigger problem for
tadpoles even if all the fish stay put in your pond.)

So for the Bell Frog pond it’s for want of a better solution
back to the exotic Mountain Clouds. But at least they are in
good company. That garden, and all the surrounding ones,
and the surrounding suburbs, are full of every type of non-
native plant imaginable. So are the supermarkets, nurseries
and veggie shops. And the pet shops and butcher shops are
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The steam-sterilised soil arrives from Botanic Gardens. 4
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full of non-native captive animals (or their body parts). No
doubt some are more invasive than others, and maybe with
a i‘:,ommunily effort a few that have not yet bolted into the
wild elsewhere could be got rid of in the cities before it's
too late. But how could we tell an urban gardener it's
wrong to have Mountain Clouds but not wrong to have
roses? | think we may need a more specific argument.

Well, maybe that argument might be found at the Central
Coast, right downstream from the Australian Reptile Park
at Pear]l Beach — the major one of the three sites where
Mountain Clouds have been found in the wild. A few
months ago, the creek had flooded and there was hope that
all the Mountain Clouds had been carried out to sea. But
then, some more were found, so that didn’t work, Two
weeks ago, NSW Fisheries released lots of bass fingerlings
into the creek, to eat the Mountain Clouds out. On Sunday,
4 December, before the ARP Xmas party, I'm giving the
bass a hand. If you'd like to lend a hand as well and join
me, we can catch that much more. Please let me know if
you can come and meet me there.

If we can catch enough Mountain Clouds, I will only put
the males into the Bell Frog ponds. That might give us a
couple of years to think up something better to replace
them with. And that is where the Peter Rankin Fund might
come in.

The Peter Rankin Trust Fund for Herpetology
http://www.amonline.net.au/herpetology/stafi/rankin2.htm
is named afier a young herpetologist who died on a field
trip in New Caledonia. The Australian Museum
administers the fund and grants students and other young
non-professionals $500 — 1000 for frog- or reptile projects.
One such project could be to find a better fish for suburban
frog ponds. The project could be fairly straightforward, but
there are quite a few “confounding variables™ to consider,
so you might want to bounce your thoughts off the FATS
committee before you apply for funding.

As an appetiser, the Australian Smelt eats wrigglers but
doesn’t molest tadpoles at all, other than maybe some
newborn ones. But does it breed in garden ponds? Even in
small ones? How do you stop them from dying? Would
any aquarium shops be prepared to stock them regularly?

And there's a whole load of other fish — tadpole — pond
questions that somebody might like to do a project on, and
where the answers are badly needed. Ring me up if you
like, on the Frogwatch Helpline 00419 249 728. 1.V.
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¥ FROGS AT SYDNEY OLYMPIC PARK
- U ydney Olympic Park Authority has announced the

forging of a new partnership with the Frog and
Tadpole Study Group of NSW to encourage the

conservation, appreciation and understanding of frogs at

Sydney Olympic Parke A key role for the group will be to
assist in the monitoring of the Green and Golden Bell Frog
and other protected frog species located in the Park.

http:/fwww, sustainableinsight.com . awnewsletter/Issued51 1. htm

SAVE THE ST MARYS’ ADI SITE

he NSW Planning Department has finally decided

after four years to amend Sydney Regional
Environmental Plan 30 St Marys (SREP 30) the plan
that zones the ADI Site suitable for development and
conservation. The original plan approved hy Bob Carr
in January 2001 only zoned a 630 ha Regional Park,
that was increased by John Howard to 900ha later that
year, meaning Carr’s plan was redundant.

This is our chance to again put our submissions to the
Minister for Planning, Frank Sartor, calling for his drafi
amendments to be changed so that no development takes
place on the remainder of the site. Comments must be
received by the 21st of December 2005
hittp:/fwww.planning. nsw.gov.au/asp/drafis.asp

They have included the Wetland which DIPNR calls the
Secret Garden. What a disgrace as only the water is to be
Regional Park yet the land either side of it can be
developed. Now we have a Regional Park boundary that is
even more erratic than it was, a pathetic planning outcome.
We still get roads through the Regional Park (they have
increased the road widening zone through the RP meaning
lots of trees going).The size of the drainage basins have
been slightly reduced but we still will see National Estate
bushland bulldozed, four entry roads off the Northern Rd,
Factories along the Northern Rd, Lend Lease can now ask
Penrith Council to put more than one entry road off Ninth
Ave Llandilo, bus access roads off Henry Lawson Ave
Werrington City (through suburban streets) a slight
decrease in the Central precinet filling area (stills looks to
be about 60 ha)

Visit our website www.adisite.org and follow links from
the homepage to download some letters/submissions to the
NSW Planning Minister and the Mayors of Penrith and
Blacktown. Copy and paste them into emails. Thanks for
your ongoing support, Geoff Brown Convenor

ADI Residents Action Group

cwmalis@aapt.net.au 0431 222602

The Frogmobile will be at

 the Australia Day celebration

Hf;m.u noon to 5 pm. The

jge Sports Complex Ovals 5
6 Illawarra Rd Barden

. Menai 26 January and

| Brad McPherson, President of the Society of Frogs and Repiles (SOF
trophy mug won by Arthur and Karen’s immensely huge fat Green Tree Frog Mr

O’REILLY’S RAINFOREST RETREAT

The endangered Fleays Barred Frog will once again
be a focus for Frog Week activities (4™ - 9
December, 2005) at O'Reilly’s Rainforest Retreat, with
the search also on for two other unusual species that
don’t like water quite as much as the majority of their
amphibian cousins.

The strong line-up of experts promises a varied program —
a good mix of science and fun, according to O'Reilly’s.
The health of the frog population is widely seen as a
barometer of the health of the environment and a global
decline in frogs has been noted over the past 15 years — but
in the Lamington National Park region at least, some signs
are encouraging, with Frog Week consistently produced
sightings of around 30 species. Activities Manager Tim
O'Reilly 1800 688 T22 reservations@oreillys.com.an
Amanda Tidmarsh Ph 07 5502 4900 Fax: 07 5502 0988
amanda@oreillys.com.au www.oreillys.com.an

ON TOUR IN THE FROGMOBILE

nce again, a great many thanks to all those lovely

helpers without whose assistance the Frogmobile
wouldn’t be going anywhere. Here are a few shots from
Warringah Council at Dee Why (1.6.05) and at Manly
Dam (13.11.). Pittwater was with Arthur, Karen,
Marion and Monica; Manly Dam with Punia, Anne
Peaston and Jim Judd and daughter Georgia.

We also had a great time and an attentive crowd at SOPA
{23.10) right next to the Olympic Park railway station,
with Wendy, Phillip and Karen Willems.

If you could possibly spare some time as well, we
would love to have you with us, as a frog explainer or
just as a pair of hands. In fact, we need you very badly.
We could take the Frogmobile out much more often,
and that helps raise MONEY as well as awareness, if
we only had a few more helping souls on board.

It would also purge you of any environmental guilt for
days on end! Simply ring 9371 9129 or 0419 249 728 or
email lothar@exemail.com.au. Our next Frogmobile
dates are 26.1,.2006 (Australia Day) at Menai  and
Sunday, 29.1. 2006 at Centennial Park. L.V.

SOFAR - S0 GOOD!




THE TOAD BEFORE CHRISTMAS As he headed on down toward a dark little hollow.

“Twas a night close to Christmas, and all through the And I thought I could hear, as T followed along,

South A warm rain was falling, after long weeks of drouth. The Christmas Toad humming a Christmas Toad song.

It didn't seem much like a night in December— And through the wet trees I pursued like a fool,

'Twas as warm and as humid as T could remember. "Til I came all at once to a huge woodland poal.

With the gathering clouds of a big thunder storm, And around the pool's edges (it gave me the creepers)
Conditions were prime for amphibian swarm, Rang a "Jingle Bells" chorus of hundreds of peepers.
And T, in my pickup, was driving home late, And almost I thought I'd been played for a joke,

Not knowing I'd have an encounter with Fate. Then the Toad reached the edge of the pool-and he spoke!
As I rode through the mist, over hills and 'round curves, "Merry Christmas, my friends!" the Toad suddenly cried
My driving was fraught with occasional swerves, {And abruptly the jingle bell frog chorus died).

As with vigilant caution T scanned the wet roads, “T bring you good tidings, your spirits to lift,

Taking serious care not to squash any toads, And for all you amphibians, here is a gift!"

And every so often I'd come to a stop And with that he reached into his huge vocal sac

(All the while at the risk of being pulled by a cop) And he pulled out a scepter of red, green, and black.

To move of f a peeper or pickerel frog He waved it around like a magic toad wand,

That had hopped on the road in the gathering fog. And things started happening all over that pond|

And as I drew nearer my home warm and dry,
The raindrops continued to fall from the sky,

When suddenly something did cause me to veer.

SNIP  Full version available from Frogeall editor
wangmann(@tig.com.au 0418 992 766 Monica

It wasn't a possum. It wasn't a deer. And I swear I could hear, as I drifted to sleep:

An unusual creature moved onto the road—- "Merry Christmas to all, and look Bufo you leap!”

It was dressed all in red, but it hopped like a toad! The following was posted on the PARC listserv by a Cynthia
T slammed on my brakes and st into the night, Meketa. In December 1999, this was written by J. C. Beane

for Valeria Kay Rice (a toad lover). Icouldn’t think of any
better holiday message for a herper. I would also like to
For there on the pavement before me there sat meet or talk to J. C. Beane and Valeria Kay Rice. So if

A toad that was wearing a Santa Claus hat! anyone has any leads please email me. Happy Holidays To

TR y
T shook my head thrice and looked back at the road. All Allen S rg asalzberg@herpdigest.org
It wasn't, it couldn't, it must be a toad!

It had a toad's face, and it had a toad's belly The Sydney Dlympic
That shook when it hopped, like Ambystoma jelly. Park  Authority has

joined forces with the
Tt was larger than normal, and had an odd look,

Frog amd Tadpole Study
Like nothing I'd noticed in any toad book. :mzzpusziziﬂ
My heart began pounding—I'd nearly squashed flat endangered  frogs
This "Christmas Toad" wearing the Santa Claus hatl lmng _-uwﬂ:::m‘._“m
T looked at the Toad, and he looked back at me, : |“L| sl ‘mI! |rcr.g_.:;p;|;
Then he tack a short hop, then another, then three. _I_mz ro :; 'u- - ,,:]
And afraid that he might disappear in the night, gokten bl g The I\I:‘;.
T pulled off on the shoulder and grabbed my flashlight.
I leapt from my truck and ran after the Toad,
Who by this time had made his way off of the road.
He headed off into a fairly thick wood,
So T plunged in as well (though T couldn't see good).

Straight on the Toad hopped, through the darkness

before us, Toward a slightly unusual spring peeper chorus

And T thought that perhaps this was all just a dream
As I followed the Toad with my dim flashlight beam.

And I knew in a moment that something weren't right,

Fogmaohile
vietad the Boulevard
Medats. The frog fun will
contmue at the pak on
Movemee: B, with a ranpge
of indoor and oubdoor
amphibinus activites

A highl gt of the day will
b= o talk, at Zpe, by
Arthur ‘White, a frog
expert, wha will display
frog speces that can be
found in tha Sydnay arza
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wi‘mh&n ahead and continued to follow ,
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CHRISTMAS PARTY INVITATION

The Australian Reptile Park has invited all FATS Group members to the annual herpetological societies’ Xmas
party, to be held on Sunday, 4™ December. It is free to all members and begins at roughly 11 a.m. Just bring
your membership card, and bring your own drinks and a maybe a bit for your barbie. How to get there:-

WISEMANS FERRY
ROAD

GOSFOAD
EXIT

1% mns
NEWCASTLE

GOSFORD OURIMBAH TUGGERAH

These parties are always good fun, not to mention the fantastic setting and the animals and all the other
colourful characters you will meet. And let’s not forget: tickets are normally $20 and family ones $52. It’s the

Park’s Christmas present to the FATS Group. You can even combine this trip with another one in the same area.

See the following article on Mountain Clouds. L.

Manly

FROGBITS AND TADPIECES
NCC FUND-RAISING FORUM

he NCC Community Support Officer for the

Sydney Metro Catchment Management Authority
is currently planning community support activities for
2006. As part of this planning process a needs analysis
aimed at NCC member groups is being carried out to
determine how the NCC can support you in 2006! NCC’s
'Fundraising Forum for Community Environment Groups'
in Sydney is on Tuesday 6th December, 2005. Please feel
free to contact Marnie for further information. Marnie
Kikken Community Support Officer (Community
Development) Sydney Metro CMA 02 9279 2466
Fax: 02 9279 2499 Email: mkikken(@ncensw.org.aun

GRANTS TO VOLUNTARY ENVIRONMENT
AND HERITAGE ORGANISATIONS 2005

pplications for grants under the Australian

Government's GYVEHO program are now open.
Volunteer groups that undertake on ground works can
apply for funding to assist with salaries and salary on-
costs, for executive and administrative staff; office
accommodation rental; electricity, gas, phone and other
similar charges; essential office supplies and
equipment; staff and volunteer training; photocopying
and printing costs; and travel costs incurred on behalf
of the organisation.

Grants of up to $10,000 are available over the three year funding
period. However, grants of higher amounts will be considered in
exceptional circumstances and where there is a demaonstrated
need. In the case of multi-year grants, funding will be provided
in 2005-2006, 2006-2007 and 2007-2008. Guidelines and

application forms for the GVEHO program are available at
http://www.deh.gov.au/programs/gveho, by email
gveho@deh.gov.au or by telephone 02 6274 2422,
Applications close at Spm on 2 December 2005,

THE SMELL OF FROGS - MICHAEL TYLER

As light relief Len Fisher draws our attention to
the subject of this year's IgNobel Prize in
Biology (if you aren't already aware of it).

IGNOBEL PRIZE IN BIOLOGY: Benjamin Smith of
the University of Adelaide, Australia and the
University of Toronto, Canada and the Firmenich
perfume company, Geneva, Switzerland, and
ChemComm Enterprises, Archamps, France; Craig
Williams of James Cook University and the University
of South Australia; Michael Tyler of the University of
Adelaide; Brian Williams of the University of
Adelaide; and Yoji Hayasaka of the Australian Wine
Research Institute; for painstakingly smelling and
cataloguing the peculiar odours produced by 131
different species of frogs when the frogs were feeling
stressed. Ben Smith and Craig Williams attended the ig
nobel ceremony:

Len Fisher, won the IgNobel prize (for physics, [
think!) a couple of years ago for a study of the
behaviour of biscuits after being dunked in tea has
forwarded this item on (via Alan Lane). Len won it the
year before Karl Kruszelnicki won it for a study into
why bellybutton fluff is always blue! Serious stuff!
Good to see Michael Tyler is in there mixing with the
big guys in the international field of scientists
specialising in frog odours! Regards Alan Lane
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