


PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2004-2005

ATS continues to be a strong and vibrant

organization. Qur membership remains healthy
and the Society has been involved in many activities
throughout the year. To list some of these include
various community days and displays, public
lectures and workshops, along with our usual
services such as the Frog Rescue Service and the
Frog HelpLine, The Society has offered a steady
stream of field trips throughout the year and these
are well patronized. In addition, FrogCall comes
out six times a year and is our flag-bearer to the
wider membership.

These many activities are not possible without the
generous efforts of many people whom you all know
well. Monica Wangmann is our editor of FrogCall and
does a sterling job to get the magazine out on time.
Robert Wall is out Field Trip co-ordinator and he has
turned these activities into a very popular event for
FATS members. Lothar Voigt is our Publicity and
Display Officer. Lothar, as always commits a huge
amount of time into this work and keeps FATS in the
news and seen about town. But we also have those who
work behind the scenes to keep the Society functional:
Wendy Grimm is our ever-efficient Secretary, Karen
White our Treasurer and controller of the purse,
Andrew Melson maintains our membership lists and
Dawvid Nelson looks after our web site (with help from
Steve Weir). Alistair MacDougall has been our
Chairman for the past year and has settled nicely into
the job. Without the help and time that these people put
into FATS this organization could not operate in the
way that it does and could not provide the services that
it does. We are all very grateful to those who help out,
including the volunteers who help on displays and at
special functions. In this regard Punia Jeffery and
Marion Anstis must be acknowledged as regular
helpers of the Society.

This year FATS has had to make a monumental
decision; we have decided to break our ties with the
Australian Museum and move to Homebush. The
Museum has been very good to us and the decision to
leave was not made lightly. There is always a risk in
moving to a new venue and we hope that Homebush
provides the secure home of FATS that we need. The
next meeting, on Friday 14" of October, will be at
Homebush.

This year has also seen FATS face a difficult dilemma.
The Frog Mobile has been functional and on the road
for a year but its future is uncertain. The Frog Mobile
was originally intended for school use as well as for
community events. Its use for schools appears unviable
and its size and weight makes it a major burden when
changing venues or moving to new locations. In
addition. the running costs of the Frog Mobile are
much higher than anticipated. We are considering
several options for the future use of the Frog Mobile.

We have also been involved in a major project with
the removal of a swimming pool and construction of
a frog pond for Green and Golden Bell Frogs at
Rosebery. This work is still in progress. Many people
have helped with the pool removal and site
preparation. Unfortunately, we have had to maintain
the frogs for a lot longer in captivity than expected
and this has proven quite expensive.

Finally, I invite all of you present to think about
helping FATS to continue to function as an active
Society. Please do not think that you have to be a
tfrog “know-all” to help, most of our executive are
general members who enjoy FATS, frogs and being
useful. AW

REPORT ON MEETING HELD ON 16 ' 8 / 2005.

t the conclusion of the AGM, the

Chairperson, Alistair MacDougall, discussed
FATS president, Arthur White and his
contribution to FATS. Arthur had praised the
rest of the committee, but as Alistair said it was
Arthur’s leadership and enthusiasm that made
FATS such a wonderful group. Arthur and Karen
White, were always among the first to volunteer
to pick up frogs, man the frogmobile and frog
rescue lines, lead and organise field trips etc...
Most members would have had the advantage of
Arthur’s knowledge and excitement about frogs
and that can only enrich their FATS experience.

MAIN SPEAKER: GERRY MARANTELLI -
PRESIDENT OF THE VICTORIA FROG
GROUP AND AMPHIBIAN RESEARCH

CENTRE (ARC), VICTORIA.

he Amphibian Research Centre started as a

community group and backyard business and
now is funded by many organisations including
the Australian Research Council and runs a
world renown program for captive breeding of
threatened frogs. Between the Victoria Frog
Group and ARC all frog related programs in
Victoria are co-ordinated.

Threatened Frog Research and Chytrid.

The ARC at the back of Gerry’s house and is now
located at the Werribee sewerage treatment plant and
wetlands. They have over 300m” of breeding and
display facilities, computer labs and a lecture room.
Gerry went on to talk about some of the projects that
the ARC is involved in.

They began in 1994 with work on the Spotted Tree
Frog Litoria spenceri and in 1996 on the Corroboree
Frog.

The Spotted Tree Frog is found in Mountainous
country in and around fast flowing rivers. In 1994
not much was known so ARC took some in to learn
more about this species, which may help to prevent
their decline.  Continued on page 6



FATS IS MOVING TO HOMEBUSH
he next FATS meeting will be held at Newington, in
Building 22 in the RANAD (the old Naval Armory). The
meeting is on FRIDAY the 14" of October, starting at 7.30
pm. Frogs that are available for purchase from the Rescue
service will be available from 6.45 to 7.15 pm.

How Do You Get to Homebush? (MAP BELOW)

If you are driving and coming from the south, eat or west, use
Parramatta Road. Turn into HILL Road at Homebush and travel
along Hill Road until the intersection with HOLKER STREET.
Turn left into Holker St, and then turn right into JAMIESON
STREET. Drive to the end of Jamieson St, stop at boom gate and
park. The security guard will direct you to Building 22,

. FATS
BUILDING

IF you are coming from the north, travel along Silverwater Rd,
cross the Parramatta River; turn left into HOLKER STREET,
Drive past the Silverwater Correction Centre and turn left into
JAMIESON STREET. Drive to the end of Jamieson St, stop at
boom gate and park. The security guard will direct you to
Building 22.

IF you are coming by train, there is a train leaving LIDCOMBE
Station at 6.50 pm, this train proceeds to OLYMPIC PARK
Station (arriving at 6.55 pm). If you would like to be picked up
at Olympic Park Station, ring 0419-249-728. Please ring,
otherwise we may not have enough car space for you, anditisa
long walk to the meeting venue from the station. AW

THE NEXT MEETING

t the next meeting, we will be officially

welcomed to Homebush by a
representative of the Sydney Olympic Parkland
Authority (SOPA). There will be lucky door
prizes on the night and tea/coffee and biscuits
afterwards.

There will be two speakers: Brad McPherson from
SOFAR who will be talking about the upcoming
Frog and Reptile Exhibition on the 20" of
November at the Wetlands Centre (Shortlands,
Newcastle). Arthur White will also be speaking
and will present an overview of the “History of
Green and Golden Bell Frogs in the Homebush
Bay area’.

Finally. Alistair McDougall will be showing some
highlights from the recent frog trip to Darkes
Forest. AW

OTHER HAPPENINGS AT HOMEBUSH

23 of October: The FrogMobile will be at the
Visitors center.

29" of October: FATS are running a sausage
sizzle at Bunnings at Auburn. Come along a have
a snag and see some frogs at the same time.

6" of November: Arthur White will be speaking
at the Visitors Centre on “The Frogs of the
Homebush Bay Area”

RESCUED FROGS

A number of people have asked about the
price of rescue frogs. FATS does not make
money out of the Frog Rescue Service, we try to
keep it a revenue-neutral service. Many of the
frogs that we have in quarantine are there for a
minimum of two months, some much, much
longer. The frogs have to be fed and treated
during this time and this costs money. The prices
for frogs is:

LARGE FROGS : § 50 each
MEDIUM SIZED FROGS $ 30 each.
SMALL FROGS: $ 20 each.

There are no discounts or reductions if you are
fortunate to get more than one frog. AW




Financial Report:
Statement of Income and Expenditure for the financial year 1™ July 2004- 30™ June 2005 was tabled by K.
White (Treasurer) and questions were invited.

01/07/03 — 30/06/04 01/07/04 — 30/06/05

Opening balance $18518.29 % 8717.99

Income § 154.05 Interest $ 364.96
$ 5342.55 Matured IBDs $ 5000.00
§ 7640.00 Membership § 6477.00
§ 5200 Sundry Income $ 694.00
$ 1025.00 Donations § 645.00
§ 620.00 Grants
$ 623.00 Sales $ 443.00
$ 1629.00 Auction/Raffle $ 443.00
£ 1175.00 Rescued Frogs $ 2333.00
$ 525.00 Trivia Night Income
§ 190.00 Sales — Tadpole Book $ 150.00
$ 2826.00 Field Trip Income $ 1209.00

Frogmobile Income $§ 1602.00

Total Deposits $21801.20 $19469.96
$40319.89 $28187.95

Expenditure $§ 105.00 Bank Charges § 10.00
$ 40.00 Dept of Fair Trading $ 41.00
§ 785.00 Insurance $ 720.00
$ 1174.70 Printing Sundry § 93253
$ 1550.00 Printing — FrogCall % 1664.00
$ 1092.26 Postage — FrogCall $1028.17
3 3450 Postage — Sundry $ 307.71
§ 893.65 Stationery $ 492.83
$ 887.00 Venue/Post Box Hire § 89.00
$ 3065.15 Field Station Expenditure $ 1089.00
$ 1482.25 Herpetofauna $1212.95
$ 1400.00 Donations
$ 356.75 Sales — Expenditure $ 8500
$ 120.00 Subscriptions § 130.00
§ 64940 Sundry Expenses 5 1875.43
$13159.56 OSRAM grant expenditure
$ 878.38 Mobile Phone § 497.26

3 52830 Trivia Night Expenses
$ 3400.00 NHT Grant expenditure

Frogmobile expenses $2530.83
Total Payments $31601.90 $12706.31
Closing Balance . $ 8717.99 $15481.64
TOTAL FATS ASSETS
Cash in Bank $15481.64

Investments $17114.65



From the BBC New frog centre for London Zoo
By Richard Black Environment Correspondent, BBC News

The Zoological Society of London is to build a new centre for the
conservation of frogs, toad and other amphibians.

The £2.2m (US$4m) project will include a public exhibit at London Zoo,
laboratories for disease research, and captive breeding facilities. Scientists
involved say it will be the first integrated amphibian conservation centre in the
world. Amphibians are possibly the most threatened animals on Earth, with a
third of species at risk of extinction.

Fungal attack

One of the scientists involved is Andrew Cunningham, head of wildlife - !
epidemiology at the Zoological Society of London (ZSL), whose team announced [Laf S e
the fatal disease chytridiomycosis in British amphibians.

“That discovery certainly brings it home that this is a serious issue, a global issug,

not confined to far-flung tropical places," Dr Cunningham told the BBC News

website. "In Spain, the midwife toad is declining really fast, going extinct in fact, because of chytridiomycosis; and
the disease has the potential to do the same thing in Britain. "We know that the common toad is killed by
chytridiomycosis, because we've seen that in Spain, and it also kills the natterjack toad, one of our threatened
species."

Like many other groups of animals, amphibians are threatened by human
encroachment anto their territories, by pollution, climate change and hunting. The
emergence in the last few decades of chytridiomycosis, an often fatal fungal
disease, is the additional factor which has led to the current crisis, which sees
almost a third of the 5,743 known amphibian species heading towards oblivion.
There is no cure, no means of preventing its spread, and no way of protecting
animals against its deadly embrace.

Wider understanding

In September, a summit of conservation experts in Washington concluded that
captive breeding programmes should be established as a matter of urgency for
some of the most endangered species. One of the key components of the ZSL
project will be to run these breeding programmes, both at Whipsnade Zoo, which it owns, and abroad. "We have a
building which we may adapt," said Richard Gibson, Z5L's Curator of Herpetology, "but we may possibly do it in
shipping containers.
"This is something that's been pioneered in Australia; the containers come ready |
insulated, you just put in a water and electricity supply. "It's very easy to
maintain high standards of hygiene and biosecurity, plus you can ship them
around if you need to." Biosecurity is crucial; if parasites jump from one captive
species to the next, it would quickly become impossible to re-introduce any of
them into the wild, which is the long-term goal. Captive breeding is one part of
ZSL's three-pronged plan; the other arms involve a laboratory to research
interactions between amphibians and Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis, their
fungal nemesis, and a public exhibit and information centre at London Zoo,
tentatively entitled Frog World.

"| would envisage exhibits demonstrafing the range and diversity of amphibians
and their habitats,” said Richard Gibson, "but | would be keen to have some sort
of interactive experience, with people able to peer through a microscope at tadpoles, and experience what it's like to
be an embryo. "The problem is that most people don't understand how serious the situation is regarding amphibians
- to be honest, many of my colleagues who work with other kinds of animals don't fully understand it either.”

World first

751 believes that its centre will be the first amphibian unit in the world to combine public awareness, laboratory
science, field research and captive breeding. "A good model of what we'll be able to do is what we're already doing
with the mountain chicken frog," said Andrew Cunningham.

"lt's the national dish of Dominica, and so it was already under threat from
hunting before chytridiomycosis came and knocked it on the head. Now,
numbers have gone down by 50% in just a few years. "We're running an
awareness programme in Dominica. With the Dominican government we're
building a pathology and molecular diagnostics lab which will serve the whole
Caribbean region, and we're setting up a captive breeding programme in
Dominica with satellite programmes at Chester and London zoos." How many
species ZSL can include in its Amphibian Research and Conservation Centre
depends on how much of the £2.2m it is able to raise. It is already a third of the
way there, with money coming from its own coffers and from grant programmes
such as the Darwin Initiative, a UK government fund aimed at conserving
biodiversity worldwide. The first public view may come in 2007, when ZSL hopes to have Frog World up and
running. Forwarded on by Andrew Nelson :




Continued from page 2

They began by feeding them to native and exotic species
of fish. They found that they had evolved protective
chemicals on their skin that made them unpalatable to
native fish, but not to exotics. They then looked back at
the wild population and found that the remaining
populations were in areas that Trout had not reached.
Breeding was continued and monitoring of the only
known site in NSW commenced. In 1996-97 there was a
population erash, but no trout were found there. They
removed the last frog from the area "Dirk Diegler” and
are currently breeding his offspring at the ARC.

At the same time that they found a crash in the population
of Spotted Tree Frogs, many scientists were finding dead
frogs throughout Australia. A PhD on frog diseases was
commenced through ARC and it soon focused on the
chytrid fungal disease. Further research has revealed that
chytrid has complex effects, with some frog species, and
even different populations respond differently to the
disease. Many frogs respond differently to chytrid at
different stages of their lifecycle. Some populations seem
not to be declining at the same rate. Frogs can now be
swabbed for fungus® DNA. Chytrid occurs in keratin — in
adult frogs this is in their skin, in tadpoles it occurs in
their teeth.

Current research is looking at the effects of temperature
on alpine species and the way that this interacts with the
spread of chytrid. Also examining resilience of the
common froglet Crinia signifera compared to those
species that are susceptible to chytrid.

Mpyaophyes bulbous

Tadpoles have also been collected for captive breeding
and to investigate differences in populations from the
north and south of the species’ range. Found in
escarpments of southern NSW.

lenty of wild behaviour at the 5t Thomas Child
in Rozelle and, for once, it wasn't from the
iobile from Taronga Zoo visited some

en to tell them about wildlife conser-
ren got to meet Spike the echidna,
o green tea frog, Henry the gang gang
the ringtail possum, Little Spots the
sludge the shingleback lizard. Senior
David Smith said many people can't
50 they breught it to them. “The Zoomaobile
200 on wheels' that comes complete
- of Australian native animals, as well
., costumes and giveaways.” Phone

Figture: ARMEN DELSHIAN

Corroboree Frogs.

Southern: Occur in Alpine Sphagnum and peat bogs in
Koscisko, now only 100°s left.

Northern: 1000°s left, this frog is found in similar
conditions and was only recently separated.

Corroboree frogs have toxic chemicals in their skin,
similar to poison arrow frogs in other parts of the
world. Males burrow into the peat/sphagnum and
females come along and lay eggs. Skin chemicals may
protect eggs, as unattended clutches do not fare as
well as those that have a male present. Eggs arc then
covered by snow and hatch in September, with
metamorphosis occurring Oct-Dec.

In 1996, researched marked male nests and removed
1/3 of the eges from test nests, taking them to the
ARC. They found that an increase in water temp
meant a reduction in oxygen, and this killed the
tadpoles. Females lay a maximum of 30 eggs, but
some “super stud” males have almost 500 eggs to
attend in their nests. After experiments in Melbourne
manipulating oxygen and heat, animals were released.
Not surprisingly, survivorship was higher in captivity.

A few years afier research began, the field site was
completely burnt out, destroying the entire range of
the corroboree. It was therefore difficult to assess
many of their experiments. There were a few pockets
of survival, and although all sites were burnt, only 1/3
of the population of frogs died. They are currently
waiting for the habitat to recover. Monitoring occurs
by mark and recapture, just using the belly pattern, as
they are individually unique.

Banana Frogs

Approximately 70% of banana frogs (those that hitch
hike down from northern NSW and Queensland on
fruit trucks) are released , a small percentage are
rescued and a smaller percentage killed, New
treatments for bananas are dissuading frogs from
staying with the bananas and should reduce hitch
hikers. Victoria Frog Group noticing fewer frogs are
being reported, compared to the mid 90°s.

To help fund all this research, the ARC breeds frog
food and receives government and private sector
grants, ARC currently selling Tiddlelink — Water
holding frog $10, with $5 going to the Spotted Tree
Frog research program in NSW. Go to
www.frogs.org.au for more information on this and
other ARC info. Also an excellent site for information
on frogs of Australia, especially Victorian species.

BEARDED DRAGONS REQUEST:

Danny Wotherspoon would like any road kill

Bearded Dragons that members find. Please record
date found and area. Store in freezer. Danny will meet
transport costs.Email the.spoons@mountains.net.au

Animals on wheels drive kids wild
The Glebe Thursday 29 September 2005
Ed:- Green Tea frog? We Hope this is not a new drinking trend!



GRANT WEBSTER’'S CANADIAN TRIP

here are 25 species of frog in Canada, about 1/10"

of the number found in Australia. Grant showed
some excellent photos of some of the species he found
in each of the locations in Canada that he visited. The
most common seen were the large, conspicuous Rana
jfmgs (Rana catesbeiana and R, clamitans), which were
introduced to west coast. They have dominated many of
the sites on the west coast and have affected the
population sizes of indigenous species. However, one of
these, the tree frog, Hyla regilla has resisted the effect of
these Rana frogs this species was found in Vancouver

and is one of only 3 tree frogs that has a “ribbet ribbet”
call.

Other species of interest include 2 species of tailed frogs,
Ascaphus ruei and A. montanus. The “tail” in an
extension of their cloaca and is used by the males to
assist with fertilisation in fast-moving water. The
tadpoles take 4 years to develop and the minimum
lifespan is 15 years. Their closest relative is in New
Zealand,

Grant discussed several other frogs that he had seen,
including a Rana species that sounded like a duck
(Rana sylvatica, the wood frog) that he heard/saw in
Edmonton and Rana pipiens which he saw in several
sites. This species was the first to trigger concern over
amphibian decline. It has been widespread throughout
the Great Lakes cities, and then there was a huge drop
off in numbers. This was blamed on acid rain drift
from northern USA cities. EL

FROGGING WITH BRAD & MATT MCCAFFERY

ecently returned from a trip to northern

NSW, which included places such as Dorigo
NP, Tomaree NP and Sheep Station Creek in the
Border Ranges NP.

There were some great photos of frogs found, and
their list of species seen was impressive. This list
included Assa darlingtoni, Mixophyes iteratus and M.
faciolatus, Litori wilcoxi and Lechriodus fleichert,
Last meetings report p 2, 6 & 7 by Elvira Lanham

The green and golden bell frog may be an the verge of dsappaaring from western Sydnaey.

History shows webbed feet of intrigue

THE green and goldon bell frog
wis Lhe first frog encountered by
Capain Cook on arrival al Boi-
any Bay in 1770,

When Uhey First Flest arrived,
the frog thrived in vast mombers
righl across the area that wouwld
become Sydney, but by 1380 the
Epecles was in serious decline,

frog achieved nodoriety

Dlvmpic Park in the leadup to
the 2000 Games, halling grand
plamns for the construction of an
inland harbour on Parramatta
River.

In 1996, what was thoughi o
be one of the lpst colomies of
endangered  green and golden
bell fregs in Sydney delayed the
construction of a 8200 miltion

The green and galden bell frog
ranges in colenr from shimy
emerald green. to dull nlhc
brown or gold.

It his @ distinctive eroak that
staris as a long growl, fallowed
by shari grunts.

@ Frog watch

when about 100 were discoversd
in e anused brick pit at Sydwey
F It has not been seen on those

ites since 1903,

The last reported sightings of
ithe frog in Sydney's west were in
and around Ropes Creek at St
Marys between 1995 and 1998,
| Mr Humphries believes the frog
'species still inhabits the creek, but
described sightings of the crea-
tures as “sporadic’™ at best.

“The green and golden bell frogs
have disappeared from the far
western parts and the higher alti-
tudes of Sydney,” Mr Humphries
said.

“The sightings are almost com-
pletely restricted to coastal areas
now. !
“Ropes Creek at St Marys may be one
of the last remaining areas in west-
ern Sydney in which the frog exists.”

Help is at hand. The species is now
listed on the State’s endangered list
and it is being monitored,

The department is also seeking
assistance from the public to help
find the ecreatures so it can im-
DliT'l;lllgm a recovery plan.

green and golden bell frog is a
~ coloniser and moves into areas not
~ inhabited by other frog species.

ﬂw muddy water and are

rosidential development ai
Rosebery, in Svdney’s cast.

o
Robert Humphrics, the man- sightings or
ager of threatened species ai the the Standard (9835 1409 o the
Enviranment and Canservation and
Deoperiment said the grumi Department (9585 66780

sounded “like a dog growling™.

EMILY SMITH
| ROPES Creek at St Marys may be|

the final bastion of hope in west-
ern Sydney for a rare Australian
amphibian,

The green and golden bell frog,
one of the first Australian crea-
tures recorded by British

is
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