


LAST MEETING TUESDAY 15" FEB 2005

Alan Lane, our main guest speaker, told us

about the project he has just completed for
his Master of Environmental Science, in which
he examined the impact of urbanisation on the
abundance and diversity of frogs in the upper
Blue Mountains.

Alan followed the frogs in five matched pairs of
sites (i.e. 10 sites in all) throughout an entire
breeding season (September to February),
monitoring the numbers and species of frogs
calling and their spawn and tadpoles. He also
tested a large number of water samples to get a
picture of the difference between the water quality
at the two types of habitat. He found the urban
sites tended to be highly degraded and polluted,
but in spite of this, he found robust populations of
6 species of frogs, with up to 4 species at any one
site.

Unexpectedly, however, he found very few frogs at
the non-urban sites. These were perched swamps
or seepage lines within the National Park. There
were no frogs at all at 3 of the sites and the only
frog at the other 2 sites was Crinia signifera.

Alan concluded that differences in water quality
was not the explanation, because the water at the
non-urban sites was consistently of very high
quality, whereas that in all 5 urban habitats was
polluted with sewage and subject to sometimes
very high levels of nutrients, suspended matter and
faecal bacteria.

Why weren’t the frogs he found at the urban sites
also in the non-urban sites?

In an attempt to find out, Alan looked at the
vegetation characteristics of the two types of
habitat, the fire history of the non-urban sites, and
factors such as predation, meteorological
conditions and rainfall history. None of these
explained the absence of frogs from the non-urban
sites and he was forced to conclude that he had no
satisfactory explanation for his findings, but that it
was very worrying, since perched upland swamps
are the places where we would expect to find a
diversity of frogs.

Why weren’t they there? However he also
concluded that urban frog habitats are important
refuges for frogs and that the municipal authorities
should be encouraged to recognise this and protect
them.

Alan thanked Arthur for being his co-supervisor
and making his project so successful.

After Alan’s presentation, Lou Petho reported that 2

his documentary “Still Croaking”, starring the
Green and Golden Bellfrogs, Arthur White,
Graham Pyke and team was to go to air on
“Richard Morecroft Goes Wild” on Channel 2 on

Sat19/2/05. Lou is preparing a DVD that will include the half
hour show plus footage taken on FATS field trips.

Our next speaker was David Nelson who took us on his journey
through northern NSW, into Queensland to Mackay and then up
into PNG for an unrivalled delight of frogs and reptiles in their
own environments and cultural settings.

The accompanying maps and frog calls provided an extra
dimension to the audience’s ability to “appreciate” the trip. The
shot of Assa darlingtoni sitting on a $2 coin at Mt Warning
(posed) and Litoria cooloolensis were inspiration for all of the
travellers amongst us. Well done and thanks to David and his
field assistants Andrew and Fiorella.

Arthur continued Alan’s theme of mountain frogs by describing
the genus Philoria and its differentiation and distribution. The
mountain frogs are survivors from a wetter past and thus a relic
group once wide spread across northern and eastern Australia.
With the continental drift of Australia northwards their ranges
have been fragmented and speciated as mountain relics. Now 6
described species are in decline and will be replaced in their
range by other species moving in. This is probably part of a
natural cycle affecting all species.

After this feast of slides, info and discussion; frogs for rescue

and plants and frog food for sale and the drawing of the door

prize, the meeting concluded with supper. Wendy Grimm
—
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BELL FROG POND UPDATE

Yon may recall that thanks to our
new members Elaine and John,
Rosebery is still the home of a thriving
population of the endangered Green
and Golden Bell Frogs. And that their
old above-ground swimming pool,
which the frogs took over some 12 years
ago, is on the verge of collapsing. And
that the frogs need a new pond in its
place, and that FATS is helping make it
happen.

The FATS working bee is ready to get
stuck into it, once the Development
Application has been approved and
once we have secured the funding. In
the meantime, let’s have a look at some
of the drawings:

The first diagram (page 2) shows the old
pool on its 7 x 3.5 m concrete slab. The
next one (page 2) explains how it’s going
to look: There is a 1.2 m high breeding
pond, surrounded by an outer wall and
with the gap filled and planted up. Part of
that gap is filled with rocks, as an
overwintering site for the Bell Frogs. The
breeding pond doubles up as a storage
pond for rainwater from the garage roof.
(Rainwater is fine for frog ponds provided
vou do a few simple things to it.)

There is also a shallow settling pond, in
which the sediments from the breeding
pond end up all by themselves. (A

siphoning system does that. Can’t pump .
the stuff out. It would mangle the taddies -

and tends to clog up on the leaves and
twigs.) And there is a bog garden, the
main soaking and foraging and shelter
area for the baby frogs. Solar garden lights
attract insects, and more are attracted by
the grape vine over the pergola.

A cable runs from the top of the pergola to
the garage wall, over which bird netting
can be thrown, and/or shade cloth as
needed. A childproof fence surrounds the
lot. Striped Marsh Frogs can’t get into the
breeding pond and spoil it for the Bell
Frogs. Yes, and we're taking precautions
to keep chyirid out as well.

In the next diagram (center right on this
page) vou can also make out the wooden
walkway and the seat. The last pictures (to
the right) show various floating islands —
all tested out — which rise and fall in the
breeding pond. A design requirement for
that pond is that it must look good even
when it is % empty; it is a storage pond
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afler all. Floating islands with tall emergent plants will help hide
the bare walls. The islands can't fall over, they can’t drift away
from the pond walls, and they provide shallows with shelter for
small fish and tadpoles.

If the Development Application is not held up by objections and if
the funding comes through in time. we could do the whole thing on
weekends between mid-June and mid-July. 1 have sent those
terrific FATS working bee people a detailed schedule of what’s
going to happen day by day. If you would like to do some good
and can stand a day or so in the fresh air, | would love to add you
to the working bee list, send you the schedule and keep you up to
date. Just contact me on lothar@ihug.com.au or (02) 9371 9129 or
the Frogwatch Helpline 0419 249 728,

Meanwhile, the baby frogs are growing like you wouldn’t believe.
On 11. January, Arthur and | scooped a few large netfuls of tads
and metamorphs out of the leaking pool. With the blessings of
NPWS, we are raising these rescuees in lots of cages, to be
returned Lo the same site. Many of them (like dozens and dozens of
them) are now at least 40 mm long, and on 10. April the first one
started calling! And they’re always ravenons. L. V.
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FUNDS SHORTFALL
FORCES FROG HOSPITAL TO CLOSE

Green clients: The hospital cares for up to 200

frogs at a time. [File photo] ABC A lack of
funds has forced Australia's only frog hospital and
disease surveillance group to shut its doors after six-
and-a-half years of operation.

The founder of the Cairns Frog Hospital, Deborah
Pergolotti, is calling on governments to take
responsibility for the service. Ms Pergolotti and a small
group of volunteers run the hospital from her two-
bedroom home, caring for up to 200 sick frogs ata
time. Yearly expenses for the hospital, which does not
receive any government assistance, come to more than

$12.000.

Ms Pergolotti says too many people see the hospital as
a free pet care service and insist diseased and or injured
frogs be returned to them afier treatment.

"When your bank account gets down to less than 10
bucks in it and your expenses are $400 a week, the
decision [to close] is pretty much made for you," she
said.

Diseases

One of the group's main functions is to monitor and
catalogue various frog diseases in an area that spans
from Townsville to Cape York.

Ms Pergolotti says the costs have been increasing
hecause the diseases they deal with are new and
unrecognised diseases that have not been fully isolated.

That makes them difficult to treat.

"The best conservation outcome for an animal in that
circumstance is to send it to frog experts at the lab so
that we can learn something about these diseases and
how to handle them better," she said.

Ms Pergolotti says they regularly get calls from other
parts of Australia about sick frogs.

"We only see the tip of the iceberg as far as what is
actually diseased,” she said.

She says $100,000 to $200,000 is needed to perform the
base laboratory work on the diseases.

Ms Pergolotti says disease surveillance should be the
Government's responsibility since government
departments can get the necessary funding and direct it
to the laboratories, whereas her hospital cannot.

" At the moment the way we are treated we are the first,
last and only line of inquiry for the new diseases that are

turning up," she said.

"T'hat is not normally something that should be done by
a community group in isolation.

"What is the point of having a quarantine service or a
Cooperative Research Centre if when exotic disease
come into the country the Government doesn't want Lo
know about it because it's just wildlife?"

Public response

Public donations for the hospital and its larger entity, the
Frog Decline Reversal Project (FDRP), have been
minimal. Ms Pergolotti says she believes this is because
people view frogs as being "too far down the chain".

“So they'll help a baby bird or they'll help a wallaby hit
by a car but when it comes down to an injured snake on
a road or a sick frog that's below the line," she said.

At the moment the group has 70 adult frogs - the least

they have had in the last three years - and is looking at
returning them to the wild when they are well enough.

Ms Pergolotti says the group will continue to lobby the
government sector for funding. 18 March 2005.
hitp:/iwww.abe.net.an/reslib/200503/r43169_110789.jpg

http://www.abe.net.au/news/items/200503/1327011.htm

Arthur White & the Sydney rescued frogs (see page 3)
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FROGBITS & TADPIECES

DARK COLOURED
ICECREAM CONTAINERS NEEDED

don't eat ice eream myself any more. If you

have any dark coloured containers with lids,
could you bring them in to the next meeting on
Tuesday? The FATS frogs and the rescued frogs in
the large cages are eating huge amounts of flies
mostly, far more than I can fit into styro cups. So I'm
going to upsize. (The dark colour just gets the flies
to crawl out a bit sooner.) My dogs still eat ice
cream but they get sick from it. So [ have to rely on
you folks. See ya Lothar reply to
lothar@ihug.com.au or just bring a few in,
please, Many thanks.
P.S. - I'm always short of flyscreen, too.

FOR YOUR CALENDAR

Next Frogmobile appearance at
Centennial Park: Sunday 24 April, 11 am— 4 pm,

A correction to last FrogCall: The ABC radio thing
with Simon Marnie is after the 10 am news, Sunday,
17 April.

Frog Wrangler Time

There's a FATS and frogs segment on Radio
2RRR (88.5 FM) every Friday - usually a ten
minute spot for the Frog Wrangler, in their amazing
3 pm environmental programme "A Question of
Balance", That segment is now also syndicated to 30
other community radio stations around Australia. .
“Frog Wrangler Time” is advertised every month in
the Community Radio Network Newsletter. You can
get it online at www.cbaa.org.au - type “frog” into
their search box.

And don't miss the Frogmobile on Sunday, 24 April
at our usual place in Centennial Park.  Lothar
lothar@ihug.com.au 9371 9129 or Frogwatch
Helpline 0419 249 728 www.fats.org.au

ABOUT TO CROAK? CALL THE FROGMOBILE

ack on the hop ... Arthur White at the home he shares

with hundreds of rescued frogs in Rockdale vesterday.
More than 40 of almost 70 frog species in NSW are listed as
threatened or endangered.

Back on the hop ... Arthur White at the home he shares with
hundreds of rescued frogs in Rockdale yesterday. More than 40
of almost 70 frog species in NSW are listed as threatened or
endangered.

Time was running out for Claude the green tree frog. He had been
hit by a car and was lying by the roadside, his bones broken, his
abdomen torn and his legs dangling "like spaghetti”. As his life
slipped away a bystander called the frog and tadpole hatline.
Rescuers took Claude to a vet, who stitched him up, amputated
his legs and fitted a plastic pelvis with twao tiny wheels attached.

"He could still hunt for food but he couldn't hop anymore," said
Arthur White, a self-described "mad frogger” and president of the
Frog and Tadpole Study Group of NSW. "He lived for another
three or four years."

The group rescues more than 1500 frogs a year in NSW, where
more than 40 of almost 70 species are listed as threatened or
endangered. Its 500-odd members save and rehabilitate injured
and stranded frogs, taking them to vets in Sydney who do
everything from making prostheses to fixing broken legs with
tiny splints. They run a 24-hour hotline and volunteer to be on
call overnight in case of an emergency, such as a a cane toad
sighting.

Some, like Dr White, run quarantine stations in their homes so
frogs that accidentally hitch rides to Sydney do not have to be put
down as a precaution against disease.

But the group’s most important mission is education. Volunteers
drive around Sydney in the Frogmobile teaching the public about
the key threats to frogs, such as habitat destruction, predatory
fish, the highly infectious chytrid fungus and pollution.

"The biggest impact [the group] would have would be on
community perceptions about frogs rather than protecting frogs
directly,” Dr White said. "Basically it relies on the goodwill of
the wider community, to alert them to frog issues and support the
group in actions of frog conservation in matters such as
development and legislation protecting frogs." Every Frogmobile
trip creates a few more frog lovers. Converts often decide to
adopt survivors of the frog quarantine program as pets, even
though the waiting list can be a year long.

"A lot of people like them because they're low maintenance,” said
Dr White, who began his love affair with frogs as a seven-year-
old wandering the swampy golf courses of the eastern suburbs.

"You don't have to feed them every day, you don't have to be
constantly worming them, you don't have to fork out lots of
money like cats and dogs.

"Most Australian frogs are quite long-lived. Green tree frogs can
live up to 30 years. When you get a frog we tell people to think of
it as a companion animal for life." By Jordan Bake SMH 3/2005



FATS FROG FOOD FEEDING FRENZY

FATS needs your help again. The frog food we need
can break the bank. Can you breed some up? For the
rescued banana box frogs in quarantine, the post-
quarantine ones, the Frogmobile ones, the rescued Bell
Frogs, the captive-bred White-lipped Tree Frog
metamorphs, the Cane Toad? They can easily gobble up
over 5100 a month, and that is with bulk wholesale prices
and with breeding and catching a few insects ourselves as
we go along.

What we need is this: You start a new hobby, breeding
mealworms by the kilo. Or crickets or woodies. We can
show you how. All we ask is that you keep chytrid out (we
can show you how, too) and that you either take them to our
meetings or drop them off at the frog base. You don’t even
need to have frogs yourself, just some storage boxes in a

warm place (maybe in a cupboard with a light globe on), and
a few minutes twice a week.

!3recding woodies and mealworms is especially easy. And
it’s so much fun! As the FATS frogs would all agree, they
are also delicious.

There is one other thing you could do, but you probably do
need to have frogs for this one: Support our fly sale. FATS
earns a few modest pennies from bottling up those pupae for
you, all done with volunteer labour. If your frogs could eat
more flies, then maybe one day we can raise enough to cover
the pupae we buy in bulk for the FATS frogs. And then the
Frogmobile can be absolutely full of frogs!

If your cage is not fly-proof or if you're not sure how to get
the dead flies out, then take heart that you are nat alone.
These are known problems that have known solutions. And
you can always ring the Helpline if you're stuck. L.V.

FOR YOUR CALENDAR

Su. 174, 10 a.m. FATS on ABC Radio 702 with Simon
Marnie.

Su.24.4. 11 am—4 p.m. Frogmobile at Centennial Park,
Duck Pond. HELPERS NEEDED.

Su. 5.6 11 a.m.—4 p.m. Frogmobile at Centennial Park,
Duck Pond, HELPERS NEEDED L.V.

Lothar Voigt Frog ambassador

MORE FROGBITS & TADPIECES

Ginormous Cane Toad found in Engadine in
February. Handed over to Council officer (who
happens to be a FATS member) who got his friend
(also a FATS member) to take it to our frog base.

What a stir Arthur’s wheelchair-bound froggy
caused, in that 7.3. SMH Frogmobile article! A
Darwin radio station then tracked him down in the
field, live, to get it from him all over again. And
ABC Newcastle’s John Clark quizzed me for %
hour about FATS and the Helpline, also live, and
then the phone kept ringing all day long.

ABC TV ran Lou Petho’s masterpiece “Still
Croaking” on 19.2., under Richard Moorecroft’s
banner. Congratulations, Lou, on that spectacular
Green and Golden Bell Frog documentary, and on
that great party at the launch!

A Daily Telegraph article about frog ponds may
be coming out in the next few days. [ will try to let
you know when, provided you are on the FATS
email list. (To join, simply go to
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/fatsgroupnswy.)

The Cairns Frog Hospital closed its doors last
month. Lack of funding, very sadly, despite
whatever FATS could afford over the last few
years. Deborah Pergolotti assures us that the Frog
Decline Reversal Project and her website
www.fdrproject.org.au will keep going, though.

The Frogs Australia Network website is now up
and it's huge. You can see it at
www.frogsaustralia.net.au. You may recall that
Rio Tinto funding seeded a fraternisation, if not a
conglomerisation, of Australian frog groups. The
network is intended to be the putty and the
common resource, even il not, or not yet, the
common song book. L.V.




Scientists back research to contain cane toads

Scientists say Cane Toads have to be contained
{Reuters)

Scientists say cane toads have no useful role in

the environment and need to be contained. The
Queensland Government is committing $1 million
over two years towards preventing the toads from
spreading. R ;

 Entitled to their

place but that place is not in suburbia . .

Premier Peter Beattie says scientists will work on
developing a bait which kills cane toads, without
hurting native animals or plants. Tony Peacock from
the Australasian Invasive Animals Cooperative
Research Centre in Canberra says cane toads impact on
biodiversity. "Ideally you'd love to get rid of the cane
toad, it's got no useful role in Australia whatsoever, but
realistically in the first instance we've got to try and
contain its spread and then at least try and get it out of
biodiversity hot spots,” he said.

Mr Peacock says cane toads are now found as far away
as the Northern Territory-Western Australian border
and south into New South Wales.

"It's hard to quantify the cane toad because it doesn't
cause specific agricultural problems, but it is certainly
a real impact on biodiversity, so it's hard to put dollars
on it, but it certainly is leading to species loss.” he said.
hrlp:ﬂw-w.abc.nct.awnews!newsitenmfzﬂﬂSI]stBS
2444.htm Forwarded by Steve Weir
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Frogs are disappearing, so
they say. Well, I just hope they §
digappear from my neighbour- 8
hood — permanently.

A neighbour has an open g
stormwater drain running g
through his back property, plus g
a fishpond at the front, provid-
ing havens for these pesky little
eritters to hold their sex orgles.

We have to close our windows.

If left open, a good night's sleep
would be out of the question.

ial areas. 4
Thelma Digby, Lane Cove .

a good night’

=

. frogs can disturb 5 sleep

“They can’t go away too soon’ — The Daily Telegraph (Letters) — 21.10.04

In this dreadful example of human selfishness, a woman has written to say just how much
she’d like frogs to disappear. As if that isn’t bad enough — she wrote it in response to a Daily
Telegraph feature on how desperately in need of protection frogs are! This occurred around the time of

“Frog Awareness Week".

As it happens, [ wrote a response and sent it to the paper. It was printed, but with several
“juicy bits” edited out. I now present you with the unedited, "juicy” version:

I was mortified in the extreme to read the heartless letter, written by (name
withheld). [The writer] says that she hopes frogs disappear from her neighbourhood, as
they interrupt her sleep with their "sex orgies".

[Madaml, frogs are, in effect, canaries in the mineshaft of ecology. They are a good
indication of looming ecological disasters. But due to the mishandling of the environment,
and habitat destruction, wrought by people who hold similar contempt for our native
treasures, they are disappearing too fast for words.

[Madam], buy a pair of earplugs. Frogs were not only here first, but their thriving in your
neighbourhood is a blessing - it means that things are well balanced there - except perhaps
in one household. I wonder... Do you own a cat?

Daily Telegraph Oct 2004
;;:nr:wy. e i With compliments the AHS
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