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THE LAST MEETING 1* OCTOBER 2004

ndre Rank spoke of his childhood addiction to

frogs and reptiles and described some of the
historical changes that took place in Germany. Many
thanks to Andre for all the work in preparing and
presenting his recollections about the “Real Frogs™. Frogs
certainly are addictive. Andre has been kind enough to
record some of his adventures. Please refer to page 3.

Arthur White spoke about the recent accidental discovery
of Nasikabatrachus sahyadrensis the Purple Frog or
Pignose Frog. The frog spends most of the year
underground, and only surfaces for about two weeks
during the monsoon. The frog is a living fossil.
According to genetic analysis, it is distantly related to the
family Sooglossidae, which is found in the Seychelles.

Wendy Grimm displayed field trip slides of Burra in
South Australia, Litoria wolcoxii, Crinias and egg-
masses. Lothar Voigt spoke about Frogweek,
conferences, chytrid and the availability of frog food
(flies) at the meeting. We finished the meeting with the
drawing of the guessing competition and light
refreshments in the foyer. MW

The FATS December 2004 meeting will include
our end of vear auction. Various items have been
brought in already. IF you want to contribute further
items for the auctions you can bring items along on the
night, otherwise bring money to bid for items. It should
be a good opportunity to do some of your Christmas
shopping early.

Frogs available from Frog Rescue are available from
6.45pm onwards. Remember, you must be a FATS
member to receive a frog and must have your NPWS
licence with you. AW

MORE TO FROG DECLINE THAN SKIN FUNGUS
Tuesday , 05 October 2004

R:lr'e frogs are either toughening up or the severity
the fungus credited with their worldwide
decline has been exaggerated. The skin fungus,
Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis, was identified in 1998
and blamed for the extinction or population declines of
many frogs worldwide, including at least 14 rainforest
frogs in Queensland.

At Eungella National Park, outside Mackay, the skin
fungus was thought to have led to the extinction of the
gastric brooding frog and the near extinction of the
Eungella Day frog in 1985-86. Associate Professor
Hamish McCallum, from The University of Queensland's
Department of Zoology and Entomology, has written a
paper which shows the Eungella Day frog now coexists
with the supposedly lethal fungus.

To track the effects of the fungus on the frogs, Asgucialc
Professor McCallum and two researchers r&e_xam:n.ed
474 preserved toes from six species of frogs, including

the Eungella Day frog from Eungella's rainforest
streams. The team found the fungus was present as a
stable, localised infection in two of the frog species

having no effect on the survival of the Eungella Day
frogs.

Associate Professor MeCallum said this suggested either
the frogs had built a resistance to the fungus or it wasn't
the fungus that had killed them in the first place. He
compared the fungus case to the spread of myxomatosis
in rabbits when death rates dropped as the disease
became less pathogenic and the rabbits more resistant.

There are many theories why frogs are dying around the
world such as disease, loss of habitat, pesticides and UV
radiation. Scientists know a frog's skin is important for
breathing and regulating water content but know little
ahout the fungus.

"Nobody really knows at the moment exactly how it
kills them," Associate Professor McCallum said.

"Lots of people are looking but nobody has actually
identified a particular toxin."

He said more research might allow rare frogs to be bred
for resistance to the fungus.

He believed the scientific community was recognising
that diseases were important to understanding wildlife
and this research showed the importance of studying
diseases in the wild not just in the laboratory.

The frog research paper, Endemic infection of the
amphibian chytrid fungus in a frog community posi-
decline, will be published in the electronic science
journal Public Library of Science.

For more information contact Associate Professor
MeCallum (phone: 0428 693 712, 07 3365 2450,
hmecallum@zen. uq.edo.au) or Miguel Holland at
UQ Communications (phone: 3365 2619,
m.holland@uq.edu.au) Photo (above) from UQ
photographic librarian Dianna Lilley (phone: 3365
2753, email: d.lilley@ug.edu.au) - forwarded on to
australianherps@yahoogroups.com by Jeff

Crocombe



FROGWEEK 2004
WHAT REALLY HAPPENED

near disaster, after all those Frogweek press

releases our committee sent off, after the SMH
and local papers had told everyone how good it would
be and after the public had already started ringing
our Helpline mobile off the hook, and then this!

Frog Friday fell on the 5" November this year. By Frog
Friday (which, as you know, is like Good Friday but just
before the main Frogweek event), by Frog Friday all the
cages and handouts were ready and lined up, the
equipment was shining and the new lot of fridge magnets
had just arrived and the Frogmobile stood outside the
house ready to go. Ready to be towed over to Centennial
Park for the big day,

That was the moment the towing vehicle broke down.
Emergency admission to car hospital with a broken
clutch. No problem we thought, there are usually other
FATS members who can tow the thing. It turned out there
weren't any then. So we thought we go and hire one.
Turns out the rental places wisely ignore the towing
market. Finally we found one, maybe the last one in
Sydney. Arthur brought it over from Hurstville, and all
was well again.

Beastly early on Sunday morning the Crew started
swarming over the Frogmobile, by the Duck Pond and
next to the new water tap Centennial Park had installed
for us. Karen and Arthur set up their shade gazebo (which
became immensely popular during the day). Wendy and
Phillip and Punia set up the cages and the pull-out fish
pond, Alistair and Val and Grant minded the crowd, the
donation box and the handouts. By the time [ came back
(I had ducked over to ABC Radio for a Frogweek talk —
good old Simon, he mentioned our website umpteen
times!), by then just about all the work was done.

And what did the spectators think? Yeah, they loved the
little froggies! Maybe some felt bad for having taken their
swamps away and went home with a frog pond leaflet.
Some did the guessing competition and marched off with
a poster; others got a few frog rescue fridge magnets io
give to their greengrocers. One family came over from
the Central Coast, another one from Glenbrook, after they
heard about the Frogmobile on the radio that morning. All
up, around 2200 people came to visit the Frogmobile that
Sunday.

It appears Frogweek is working. Show people a snake or
a goat, and they are probably interested but curious why
you're doing it. Show them a frog and they are concerned
for the little thing. And they know why you are there.
You are showing them something that might be gone one
day.

Which keeps us going. A b

ig thank you to everyone who
helped. L.V. . s ) L

sofar@hunterlink.net.au

3

FROGBITS & TADPIECES
Mum Frogweek activities: Arthur gave a talk

at Narrabeen Council on 5 November.
Manica was everywhere. Phil Bishop fram Otago
Uni is organising Frogweek events in New Zealand.
If you, dear reader, did anything special for
Frogweek, please let us all know.

If you're quick, you can still see our Frogweek
press release on http://www.fats.org.aw/pr. html.

Fridge magnets: NPWS gave us funding to print
another 1000 frog rescue magnets with the FATS
Helpline phone number. Pick a few up at the
meeting, not for yourself but to give any major
Ereengrocers in your area.

Too many flies? Put your styro cup with pupae
into an outer styro cup, poke a matching hole
through both and turn the inner cup when there’s
enough flies in the cage. Or turn the cup just a
fraction if the hole was too big, to stop small frogs
from getting in.

Rescued frogs — yes, there will be some at the
meeting for our members. Bring your licence and
be early.

Bring your old FrogCall newsletters in, unless
you collect them. New members would love them.

900 people came to see FATS and the Frogmobile
at Centennial Park on Sunday, 3™ October, at our
usual spot. Punia, Wendy, Elvira, Alexahnder and
Michael all helped make it a success. A Steve and a
Rachel met up with us there and handed over their
prized Green Tree frogs into our care. They're off
to Tasmania and can’t take them along.

The giant rubbish skip that got dumped inches in
front of the unhitched Frogmobile trailer pinned us
down for ages. Until | figured out how to tow the
FM out of the way, backwards.

Streamwatch are presenting their schools awards
on Tuesday, 30 November, at Redfern technology
Park. FATS will be there. And the Frogmobile.
L.V.

FATS CHRISTMAS PARTY

he Australian Reptile Park has invited all

FATS members over! Sunday 12*December
—arrive 11 am for a 12 noon Christmas BBQ
and party. Bring your BBQ) food, and bring your
FATS membership card for free admission to
the Park. Meet the other herp societies there as
well. Our thanks to the Weigel family for the
generous invitation. L.V.

www.sofar.hl.com.au




FOR YOUR CALENDAR
rog talks on Radio 2RRR: As always, every Friday

DOWN THE CREEK WITHOUT A TORCH
Field Trip 20.11.2004

3 pm on 88.5 FM.
Xmas party: 12.12, at Australian Reptile Park.
Next Frogmobile appearance at Centennial Park:

Sunday, 23 January, 11 am — 4 pm. Helpers needed (9371

9129 or 0419 249 729).

Australia Day community festival at Menai, organised
by Rotary Club: Wednesday, 26 January, with
Frogmaobile there from 11 am to 5 pm. Helpers needed.

Frog husbandry and hygiene conference in Melbourne,

11 — 14 December, www.frogs.org.an. L.V.
THE S5.0.F.A.R. EXPO

The Society of Frogs and Reptiles is where you go
to if you live around Newcastle. They are a
thriving group with close ties to FATS and with
enviable permanent club accommodation in the

Wetlands Centre, right at the edge of Hexham swamp

at Shortland. Last Sunday (21.11.) they held their
annual Frog and Reptile Expo there.

That this was no backwater dawned on me when I saw the

vast car park, with lots of parking attendants and crowds
streaming from there into the building to pay their
admission fees. (Ten dollar tickets — FATS could learn
from that.) Inside the visitors centre, large display tanks
and cages, and heaps of them, and displays of all kinds,
And FATS leaflets, too. Qutside, there was a Dixieland
band, two BBQ stalls and two repile pils with non-stop
shows. For kids there was dip netting around the lake;
there was canoeing; there were guided wetland walks:
there were plant stalls and the more esoteric stalls —
frozen mice were clearly as big a drawcard as ice cream.

Then there were the talks in the Wetlands theatrette:
Gerry Swan on reptiles that had fallen into a giant oil
pipeline trench in Queensland; Simon Watharow on
keeping reptiles; yours truly on frog keeping and Robert
Wood on frog ponds. Robert’s slides of his many
backyard ponds were truly spectacular. Everything is
overgrown like a lush jungle, e:.pecially the pond edges,
and looks natural even when a pond is partly empty (just
the look I am afier, for ponds that can also store
rainwater.)

Robert then built for his garden frogs a Wendy
House (he says for his kids) and a huge pirate ship |
that towers over the neighbourhood. And high up in |
the palm tree crown is a net across the garden, to
keep the magpies from the frogs. That garden has
character. Oh boy, and frogs! Congratulations,
S.0.F.AR., that was a hell of a show. L.V.

Marion Anstis’s hook
“Tadpoles of South-eastern Australia”
Is available at the FATS meeting for a
special Christmas price of $30

Royal National Park. - Ken Griffiths, leader.

Our first daytime field trip was almost
frogless. Grant, sharp-eyed as ever, did find
one Crinia signifera. But we weren’t there to
look for frogs. Habitat, tadpoles, frog predators
and prey were our focus.

The habitat, the beautiful sandstone woodland of
Heathcote Brook and Kangaroo Creek was splendid
with new leaf growth.

The local frogs, Litoria lesueuri and Litoria
phyllochroa like flowing streams and breed after
rain. There were tadpoles of both species all the
way down the creek. Tadpoles of L. leseuri, gold
and dark, are well camouflaged swimming over the
sandstone. L. phyllochroa tads look darker and
broader.

The frogs forage widely at night. During the day [.
phyllochroa hides in vegetation. L. lesueuri is often
found secreted under small sandstone ledges by
creek sides.

We were locking through the vegetation when we
heard a squeak and a rustle. Out from under trees

by boulders in the creek bed flew a Collared
Sparrowhawk, a small bird or nestling in one talon.
(Thanks Robert for identification) Probably nesting
nearby, it perched in a tall tree long enough for
binoculars to be well trained. No wonder most frogs
are nocturnal!

Ken set an aerobic fitness test on the steep track
from the creek up to the fire trail. We passed in
reasonable time. There were dried remains of a
bootlace orchid on a large tree; its southern limit
said Ken. Near the end of the fire trail was another
visual treat, a magnificent Woody Pear Xylomelum
pyriforme covered in brown fruit,

The day was calm, cool and overcast — ideal.
There will be more tadpoling and habitat trips.
Watch this space. Punia Jeffery

Tadpoles

of South-eastern

Australia

g cileie iy sajodpel



Close encounter with the Northern (Hemisphere) Kind or

What you always wanted to know about Germany's

uring the last field trip to Jervis Bay I mentioned to

Arthur over dinner, that when I grew up in Europe
all books referred to Australian frogs as ‘southern frogs’
(Siid Friische) and European frogs as ‘real frogs’ (Echte
Friische). Arthur looked at me and responded: “You
should hold a talk about that during the next FATS
meeting - what do you think?” That was my first mistake.

Everyone who attended the last FATS meeting in October -
yes the one talk that was supported by European style
weather, heavy rain all day long - provided a small glance at
what | was up to while growing up in a small village called
Holzlar, close to Bonn. "Holz" is German for wood and "lar"
is an old German word referring to bog or swamp. My father
had nothing but trouble with the latter word when he started
to build his house since the foundation virtually disappeared
in a swamp over a weekend. It took him 9 years to finish the
house, several times he was close to give up, sell the bloody
swamp and move somewhere else. Lucky for me it was
perfect frogging ground.

Until the house was ready, we lived with my aunt and
grandfather in his house, just a couple of streets away, he
encountered the same water problems just 10 years before
while building this house.

In Germany all houses are build with a basement deep in the
ground for storage and central heating. This basement has the
footprint of the house and is about 3 meters deep. My
grandfather’s next door neighbour started to dig out a deep
foundation around the time when | was born and he ran out of
luck because ground water filled up the pit in no time at all.
He eventually left it as a big pond and water source for his
construction site and started to build his house further up his

property on higher ground.

So although I had a nice pond next door for the first years of
my life, every adult in the house made sure | would never

even get close to it because there was a big snake inside,
teeding on frogs and small kids [ was told.

Frogs | knew from a comic style book | got from my sister,
these animals were supposed to be green and wear
*salamander shoes’. The book was published by a German
shoe manufacturer called ‘Salamander Schuhe’ to support
and advertise their products. All the featured animals were
native to Germany, they had adventures and traveled the
world. The main motto was that during their adventures
they were always saved because they were wearing
salamander shoes. The text was written as a rhyme and easy
to remember for kids and all small kids loved the books. At
this stage I was still too young to read, but being told there
is a snake just triggered my (now lifelong) interest in this
kind of animal.

The first interesting animal | encountered was the slow-
worm (Anguis fragilis - Blindschleiche) and I found 1t at a
construction site nearby. A slow-worm is a legless lizard
and at first | thought what a lot of people still believe today
‘It’s a snake!. | asked my father and he informed me what
kind of animal it was, but not to touch it and not to disturb
it any further.

Before | started researching for this presentation I never
even considered what these animals were called in English.
But it's quite interesting how much the names and meaning
can differ. For example in German we would call blanks or
dummy ammunition = blind ammunition (Blinde Munition
in German) and blind referring to fake or harmless, in
straight translation Blindschleiche would be a "harmless
crawler’,

Even today people kill these lovely reptiles because they
believe 1t’s a snake and a lot are killed by lawn-mowers as
well. Luckily in the mid 197()s people were encouraged to
create gardens that attract native reptiles and amphibians
therefore creating a natural pest control and we saw a lot
more of them.

The courtship of Anguis fragilis looks like a big fight and
both animals are completely tangled up, this species gives
birth to live young,.

In 1969 the house was finally finished, when we moved
there | found lots of sand lizards, (Lacerta agilis -
Zauneidechse) Zaun = fence, Eidechse = lizard, and these
quick lizards loved to sunbathe on wooden fence posts. |
caught them to have a closer look, but after one shed its tail
in the process I ran home crying since I thought 1 killed it.
My parents had some good animal books and after further
reading by my mother, we found out what happened. Like
here in Australia if these animals are in danger they can
detach part of their tail to escape - it obviously worked for
the one I tried to catch all those years ago. Later | even
found a Lacerta agilis with two tails, where the tail never
fully detached but still a new tail grew out.

Moor Frog — Rana arvalis - Moorfrosch



Today this species is not common any longer because of habitat
loss and DDT (used up to the early 1970°s), but on the cemetery
in Holzlar a healthy population still exists. The eggs are very
similar to the sun skinks here in Australia, but slightly bigger.
The animal itself would have the same size and appearance as
the water skink.

The forest skink, (Lacerta vivipara or Zootoca vivipara -
Bergeidechse) Berg = mountain and Eidechse = lizard, was very
common on the edge of the nearby forest, slightly smaller but
much faster. My mother could not wait for me to go to school,
she was sick and tired of reading everything we had in books
about reptiles. Little would she have known that her trouble was
Just about to start,

In 1971 I was forced to go to school, forced in the sense that 1
didn’t want to go because it would interfere with the life | got 50
used to. And forced - because my parents told me the police will
pick me up if [ didn’t go. Before school it was great to play with
friends in the forest all day. Kindergarten which started a year
earlier already cut my life in half because now we only could
play in the afternoon! School would reduce this time even further
because of homework (little did 1 know how much the time was
cut during high school, apprenticeship and working life...).

During my first day at school some kid brought in a big glass
with something inside that looked to me like a lizard that can live
under water. | found out what I just saw was called a Molch
(newt). The same afternoon my new schoolmates and | went to
the next pond to catch some of these new animals. Lucky for us
the next pond was just 5 minutes (by foot not by car for our very
young readers) up the road from school.

Anyway we found some newts that day and brought these home

to show my parents, but for some unknown reason they were not
as exited as I was. Needless to say I had to return the animals to
the same location.

Palmate newt (Triturus helveticus - Fadenmolch), smooth or
common newt (Triturus vulgaris - Teichmolch), great crested
newt (Triturus cristatus - Kammolch) were the common species
in that pond. Because the school term in Germany starts after the
summer break in August/September we were just lucky to find
any newt at all. Newt season starts in early spring and since |
now finally learned to read and write we used the local library to
extend our knowledge about amphibians and reptiles.

Just behind the school was the local creek and we discovered
small larvae about around Easter. These were dark and well
camouflaged. We caught some to take home and were surprised
about the changes that happened after a couple of months.
Yellow spots appeared all over the skin, we had found young fire
salamanders (Salamandra salamandra - Feuersalamander), The
name unfortunately refers to the experience that some people had
while starting a wood fire, suddenly these poor creatures would
seramble out of the fire. Their hibernation habitat during winter
ended up as firewood for another species.
Common Toad egg mass - Bufo bufo -

T

Erdkrote

Natterjack Toad Bufo calamiia - ;

Yellow-bellied Toad — Bombina variegata — Gelbbauchunke

Salamanders are poisonous and pets are at risk like they are
here with the cane toad.

The most colourful German newt I found was the alpine newt
(Triturus alpestris - Bergmolch). Like I said during the FATS
presentation, my friends and I thought the colour photos were
fake, but to our surprise the newt was as colourful as shown in
the photos, a real jewel.

Every spring after the first warm rain the ponds and forests
came hack to life. A very old German saying states ‘it’s raining
frogs’. People stated only what they saw, warm rain and
suddenly frogs and toads were everywhere. Now we all know
what happens, but the saying survived. This first warm rain in
spring is the trigger for some amphibians to end hibernation.

Common frog, (Rana temporaria - Grasfrosch), is the first to
show up. During a harsh winter we saw this species swimming
around under the ice while we were ice skating. The spawn is
like pudding and tadpoles hatch after 2-3 weeks,

Rana remporaria chooses the same living environment as the
striped marsh frog here in Australia. We often took spawn and
released the tadpoles to the same location just before
metamorphosis was completed.

In May 1986 the radicactive cloud from the Chernobyl nuclear
power plant 2500 km away reached Western Europe 4 days
after the explosion. I had never encountered so many deformed
and crippled tadpoles and metamorphs in my life shortly after
that incident!

Common toad, (Bufo bufo - Erdkriite), shows up in spring
around the same time as Rana temporaria. This toad always
returns to the same breeding ground and moves long distances
over land even in amplexus. Over the last 40 years Germany
and the industrial growth called the ‘Wirtschafiswunder®
resulted in new developments, new roads and housing estates
cutting forests virtually in half. Suddenly Bufo bufo had to
cross busy roads with devastating consequences. To counteract
the problem roads were lined with toad fences (where possible
roads were closed from dusk till dawn) and the animals were
carried across the road by volunteers. o

Kreuzkrote
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