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WHY WE BOTHER

Because many people haven't seen frogs for a long time.
Because many Rids have never seen one.
Because we want to tell the public and the media about the plight of frogs.
Because frogs need our help.
Because we can sometimes fAelp people to help frogs and their habitats.
Because we can sometimes make a difference.
Because there is much move to discover about frogs.
And because we are the FATS Group. L.V.
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LAST MEETING 4™ JUNE 2004-08-02

he FATS committee are asking all our members
to participate in our frog rescue program.

Please distribute: |

- the magnet included the July 2004 mail-out | &
envelope

> together with a copy of the accompanying

FATS letter from Arthur White
and give them to a local produce dealer.

There were two excellent entries for the polystyrene
enclosure competition. Grant Webster was the winner of
a Green Tree Frog, Litoria caerulea.

Barbara Bartee from Terry Hills and Dana Ip from St
Ives presented case studies of the techniques they used to
deal with chytrid outbreaks in their gardens. Lothar
Voigt ran a video clip showing the methods used and
medication regime to save the frogs. Lothar Voigt
described the use of medication for sick frogs.

Martin Harris was introduced. He commenced with
World Wildlife Fund WWF in January 2004, He will
speak at our August meeting about the National Frog
Program and WWF's partnership with Rio Tinto, which
finishes in September 2004.

David Nelson spoke about the Jervis Bay field trip. We
had excellent weather. We checked out the local beaches,
histeric buildings, sea eagles and light-house during the
day. At night we followed the sandy tracks to inland
pools. Eastern long necked turtles, Pseudophryne
bibronii, Paracrinia haswelli, Limnodynastes dumerilii
insularis, Litoria peronii, Crinia signifera, Heleioporus
ausiraliacus and Litoria jervisiensis were sighted. Daily Telegraph 6 May 2004
The Jervis Bay field trip film clip produced by Alistair ; . b s 1
MacDougall was screened. Another brilliant record of gL i
FATS field trips. Many thanks to Alistair. All this talent 3
amongst our members! BTW No frogs were squashed in
making this film!

Remember the August meeting includes the FATS AGM.
Don’t be shy. Please feel free to nominate for a
committee position. The committee can always use an
extra person, “fresh blood” and new ideas. MW




SAVING FROG WATER

e have all been told how to save water in this

drought, at least in the house and in the garden.
But how about your frog pond? And do we need more
damp shelter areas now, or should we have fewer of
them? What should they look like and which frog
species should you target? Have your bog gardens, wet
rock piles and marginal plant thickets become anti-social or
are they now more needed than ever? And how do you
reduce those water losses?

Your pond area loses water through evaporation, through
transpiration by plants, through capillary action around the
edges. through leaks and of course through your partial
water changes. How can these best be minimised?

Your pond gains water from the garden hose or watering
can, from any direct rainfall, and maybe from run-off
althm“lgh‘ that's ftricky. The surrounding area certainly
benetits from run-off and rainfall, from any soaker hoses or
such like, from ground water that is being drawn up through
the soil or that seeps down the hillside somewhere under
your garden. And there is rainwater from your roof, and
there is grey water — how could you use those?

If your pond is tiny, schemes for making the frogs’ water
last are little more than a theoretical exercise. But can these
same schemes be scaled up for where it matters? How about
parklands, wetlands and drought refugia on farms? Where
does it begin to really count?

Luckily we are all members of a study group. We ask
things, do we not, and then observe. We wonder, or don't
we, whether a pond covered in water lilies loses less water
than a bare one — and then we drag those two bathtubs over
and check it out. We are curious whether we can design a
greenhouse or a shade house over a pond that keeps the
humidity in but lets the frogs in and out. We look for damp
froggy hiding places in nature and think about replicating
some at home. And we convince our friends on their farm,
or the local council with their stormwater caichment, to
provide some shelter planks near the bottom of that almost
dry dam, and maybe to put a small solar pump in the dam to
keep that thicket of bulrushes alive. And then all we need to
do is to see if it made any difference, and if it did, to let
others know.

We just need a few ideas to start with. If there were only
one thing would you like to see someone try out, which one
would it be? Please write that one thing down. Email it to
fatsgroupnswi@hotmail.com or send it to FATS (P.O. Box
206, Rockdale 2216) or just give it to a committee member
at the August or October meeting.

Maybe we can get a discussion going, and a new FrogFact
sheet. Before the next drought.  L.V.

FROG RESCUE NEEDS YOU

I am pleased to report that the number of
greengrocers and such like who know about
our Frog Rescue Service is on the increase,
thanks to our fridge magnets. And thanks to
you, dear members, who have distributed
them. Only yesterday, [ picked up a Dainty from
Harris Markets in Castle Hill, and 1 tried to give
them a magnet as a keepsake for next time — but
they proudly showed us the one they had already.
Obviously, you guys have beaten me to it.

So, since we're onto a good thing, let’s do some
more. Those of you in the Sydney area will find a
magnet in this FrogCall, together with a covering
letter. (We usually can’t rescue frogs outside the
Sydney area at present.) Please take this magnet
and letter to the largest greengrocer in your area,
or to a supermarket with a large produce section,
or to a large plant nursery. Give both to the
manager. (Small shops also get frogs but of
course far less often, and we have only a few
magnets to go round. )

If you feel up to doing more than one shop,
photocopy the covering letter first, or get me
(lothar@ihug.com.au) to email you another one,
and pick up a few more magnets at the next
meeting.

Just two more things:

1. I know that magnet would look pretty on
vour fridge too. Set it to work, though. Take it
where it would do some good, where it would
rescue another frog or two.

2. If you want to become an occasional frog
rescuer, just give us a phone call (Arthur 9599
1161; Lothar 9371 9129 or 0419 249 728). L.V.

Arthur White and visitors at Centennial Park
Photos on page 3 by Holli and Annemarie Hollitzer
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Centennial Park - Frogmaobile displays - A-uslmlia.n Giant Stick Insects

Photos {above and below right) by Holli and Annemarie Hollitzer
FOR YOUR CALENDAR

Open Day at Australian Museum: Sunday, 15 August.
Still need helpers. (You can plan your day to sec us there
and also at Centennial Park! We are splitting up into two
crews. And next year maybe 4, then 8...7)

Frogmobhile at Centennial Park on the following next
Sundays: 15 August, 3 October, 7 November - 11 am — 4
pm. Again by the Duck Pond (near the kiosk and stone
shelter pavilion). Free, but bring your picnic. Helpers
always welcome. Last time we were there (4 July) we again
had around 1500 people coming to see us! But we wrangled
them all, with the capable help of the Nelson family, of
Punia and of Jessica and her friends Shane and Sasha.

Frogmobile at Wildflower Festival: Last weekend in
August (28 and 29 August). Ku-Ring-Gai Wildflower
Gardens, Mona Vale Road. Free entry for Frog Explainers.
Please ring me on 9371 9129 or 0419 249 728 if you can
help.

The Wild Australia Expo at Darling Harbour is on the first
weekend in September, Frogmobile and all. On the
Saturday is also the concurrent Care of Australian Reptiles
and Amphibians (CARA) conference. See their website
www.wildexpo.com.au for enrolment details.

Frogtalk on Radio 2RRR (88.5 FM). Every Friday at 3 pm
(15 minutes of sheer FATS Group during a one hour
L.V.

programme on environmental issues).

With compliments Bernie Laughlan ADI fight
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: of September, 2004 |
Corwnmun & Exhibition Centre, mclvdmz the Frogmobile and FATS representatives

POOL FROGS

: “Today we found a Red-Crowned

Toadlet drowned in our pool skimmer box.
We have lived here in East Blaxland on the
edge of bush reserve for 5 years ...”

This is from an email to FATS, asking what to
do. Because so many people contact us with
frops, usually ground frog species that can’t
climb, coming to grief in swimming pools,
skimmer boxes or other steep-sided death traps,
our answer is given below.

A: It would help if you can frog-proof the

skimmer box with fly screen. That should be easy

for the lid area, but the water intake to the

skimmer gets clogged too easily if there's fly

screen across it. But it should work if you stick at

least one good length of ag-pipe from the pool

into the skimmer box and jam wedges of wood or

polystyrene foam into the opening, around the ag-

pipe, to secure it in place. Close any remaining

holes around the ag-pipe with fly screen or shade

cloth. The far end of the ag-pipe should be

bunged shut or doubled over, and a weight tied to

it.

Having a pile of rocks in your pool might get in

your way of course and may not always do the
job, depending on how steep the pile is, whether

it reaches right to the top and whether frogs insist

on paddling in the wrong corner. Try a few

floating islands: For each corner, take a lid from a
styro broceoli box, cut it in half, put the halves on
top of each other, then cut a hole through both
halves and stick a flower pot through, to be
almost flush with the top. With a sharp knife,
angle the island edges to make a ramp, and
maybe paint the styro to a less offensive colour.
Put a dense marginal plant in the pot; put a wide
doubled-up strip of shade cloth through the hole
around the pot and secure the top of the strip to
the lawn with a tent peg - stops the island from
floating away from the pool corner and provides
shelter for the frog until it finds its way out. Keep
the water level as high as it goes. If the plant gets
too big and top-heavy in the wind, replace the 1/2
lids with full-size ones. If you do all this, please
let me know how effective it was, in particular
whether it appears to help with your RCTs. L.V.
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The following article is a corrected re-issue of the one in the last
FragCall, as promised:

FROG MEDICATION

FATS has heen selling frog medication at our meetings for
several years. It contains two main ingredients, an aquarium
fish fungicide (“Aqua-Remedy™) which is readily available, and
benzalkonium chloride which is not stocked in normal shops. It
now appears that Aqua-Remedy works well enough by itself
against chytrid fungus, and possibly against other frog skin
problems. This has two advantages: It keeps better on its own, and
you can get a $4 botile from the fish food section at K-Mart that
will last you for years.

So, we no longer need to take the green milk bottles to the meetings.
But do get that fish fungicide. Here is how | suggest you use it:

As a preventative: Add eight (8) drops of Aqua-Remedy to three (3)
litres of water. Put some in a spray can. Lightly spray frogs and cage
daily. (Store the solution in the dark.)

If chytrid contact suspected (and for quarantine): Place frogs in a bare
plastic tank for one month, with plastic plants andfor plastic hiding
place. Spray frogs and entire cage daily; with five (5) drops per litre.
Keep frogs warm. Keep the humidity up by partly covering the lid.
Also use the same solution as the frogs’ bath water every other day:

Big Scrub Rainforest Day 2004

Pour a cupful of this solution in

cage on a slope. Next day, ;nu::- I:.'iltIt :.I::
through the closed lid and pour a cupful of
tap water in instead. Third day, this solution
again. And don’t stick your ungloved fingers
in, if you also have frogs elsewhere, You
can minimise insects drowning if YOU cover
the water surface with thin strips cut from 3
slyr-;a cup (better still, from a black styro
tray).

In _the meantime, completely sterilise the
main frog cage and keep it uncontaminated,
Read Frogfacts No. 8.

[f'sick: Ten (10} drops per litre. Spray twice
daily. Also use as bath water, every other
day. In addition, give them a Betadine hath
on the tap water days, but only for 5 minutes
for small frogs or 30 minutes for very large
ones. Then back to tap water for the rest of
that day. Use Betadine at 25 drops per litre,
but the cage has to be well rinsed first.

With this regime, we still lose some very
small frogs to chytrid fungus. So please ring
me up if you have a frog with suspected
chytrid, in case there is an update. L.V.

THE PORTABLE POND

omadie but want a frog pond?
No garden, only a patio?
Baby can’t swim, but 5 cm deep water
seems ok?

Then get a kids’ wading pool!

¢ Lay a black shade cloth across it,
put plant pots on it.

« Put some water in. and a few water
plants.

e Put lots of plant pots around the
outside.

+ Pile leaf litter around the outside.

+ Make a hole in the side, or push the
pool’s top down, so that rain can’t fill it
too high for baby.

¢ Shade it in summer (e.g. beach
umbrella or sailcloth).

* Stick some banana peel partly under
a rock or pot, to attract insects.

¢ Frogs will come by themselves and
spawn in your pond. Wait and be
patient.

o Put 2 or 3 little fish in to eat mozzie
larvae (and to while the waiting time
away.) Suggest White Clouds if urban,
Pacific Blue-eyes if country.

Or simply get yourself a Frogmobile.
Tha.t‘e Fgrtab lg gnquirh TV



FEMALE CALL PREFERENCES

n Tree-Hole Frogs: Why Are There So Many
Unattractive? In tree-hole frogs, Metaphrynella

sundana, the fundamental call frequency varies widely
between males. In field playback experiments, females

strongly preferred calls from the lower range of
frequencies found in the population. There was no
correlation, however, between male size and call
frequency, as is normally the case for anurans, so large
males were not necessarily more attractive to females.
Presence or absence of upper harmonics in the call had
no effect on female choice. Tree holes with shallow air
columns were more often used by calling frogs, and were
presumably more common, than deep holes. Since male
M. sundana actively exploit the resonant properties of
tree holes for mate attraction, and high frequencies match
comparatively shallow holes, the benefits of attaining
acoustic matching probably select for high-frequency
calls. In addition, males with high-frequency calls may be
heard from a greater distance in the vicinity of torrent
streams. Since the level of such noise in the forest varies
in time and space, different frequencies may prove
optimal in different contexts, thereby preserving the
observed variation within the population. Having an
'unattractive' high-frequency call should be potentially
beneficial only when calling males do not congregate, a
condition that our data suggest is fulfilled in this system.
B. Lardner, Division of Animal Ecology, Ecology
Building, SE-223 62 Lund, Sweden 1 M. b. Lakim is at
the Research and Education Division, Kinabalu
Conservation Center, Sabah Parks, P.O. Box 10626,
88806 Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia. Males Animal
Behavior Volume 68, Issue 2 , August 2004, Pages
265-272 Herpdigesi 25/7/04

Two inspiring projects in sonch-east Queensland are de

the success of communiry collaboration in the conservac

threatened species.

{Both prajeces in the Mary River cacchment were funded by

Community grancs from the Threatened Species Nerwork (TSN, a joinr

project of the Auscralian Government’s Natural Hericage Truse and
MW Australia.

Anstralia’s larges short-necked curtle, che Mary River curtle, was in
dangerously low numbers when it was discovered in che carly 19905,
The ongoing problems faced by the turtle include foxes, goannas, wild
dogs, pigs and cane toads earing its eggs, nests being crampled by
cattle, habirae decline due to vegeracion loss and the face char it had
been collected extensively for the pec-shop crade,

With funding from TSN, Greening Australia is conducring a campaign

10 save ehe rurele, identifying and protecring nesting banks, and
placing sereens around 32 individual nests. This ineludes a concerred
campiign to provide information to landholders about how best ta
protect the nests in che furure,
- Queensland TSN Coordinaror, Keryn Hyslop, said volunceers have
already reported an increase in egg and harchling production (528
 juveniles left their neses during che last nesting season) and native
fruit-bearing trees planced along warerways will provide = good food
source to the turrle,
Not far away,  suire of ocher threatened animals are reaping che
of effores by the Mary River Carchment Coordinating
%, in the Kenilworth-Belli area. A number of threatened
animals, including the double-eyed fig-parror, Mary
ironwood live in the sereamside rainforeses of the
and Cedar creeks, but weed infestatians, clearing of

Photo by Holli and Annemarie Hollitzer

MILLION HECTARE CROWN LEASE SELL-OFF

he Carr Government is set to convert thousands
of important leasehold land to freehold land. We
must insist the Carr Government retains the
moratorium on crown lease conversions. There is little
time left.Please spell out your concerns and
write/fax/phone/email to Premier Carr
Perpetual Crown leases have irreplaceable conservation
values, Conversion to frechold title will not protect their
values and is not in the public interest. Ask that the
moratorium on conversion of leases to freehold be
retained  Write urgently to:
Premier Carr Parliament House Macquarie Street,
Sydney Phone: 9228 5239 Fax: 9228 3935
Email: bob.carr@www.nsw.gov.au
Contact your local member if you have more time. Go to
www.parliament.nsw.gov.au and click on members then
legislative assembly to find out their details.
National Parks Association of NSW 9299 0000
Email: execofficer@npansw.org.an
Website: www.npansw.org.au
Nature Conservation Council of NSW
E-mail: nee@ncensw.org.aun
Web: hitp://www.ncensw.org.an
With compliments Matthew Kemplay-Hill
Mary River Magic WWF Wildlife journal Summer 2004
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protect our most endangered species.



until it’s better.

® Keep pesticides
away from areas

a frog may live in.
® Hold a fundraiser
and donate the
money to an
environmental
group.
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