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MEETING FORMAT for 4" June 2004

A small number of frogs are ready to display and collect from
the Frog Rescue Service. People to take a numbered ticket.
Please bring your FATS membership card and Amphibian
Licence. Preference given to those who do not have a frog
already.

Welcome and announcements

Main Speakers: Chytrid outbreaks in Sydney: -

Barbara Bartee -Terrey Hills, Dana Ip -St Ives & Lothar Voigt.
Martin Harris: The WWTF Frog Program is not dead

David Nelson:  Jervis Bay field trip report

Alistair MacDougall Video: Barren Grounds field trip.
Mystery Frog answers and winners

5 Favourite Slides  Anyone wishing to speak about their
recent frogging trips or experiences is most welcome to tell all.
If you have slides or other images that you would like to show,
bring them along as well.

Auction and drawing of door prize

Tea, coffee and relaxed conversation

CALL

THE FROG AND TADPOLE STUDY GROUP OF NSW INC

PO Box 296 Rockdale NSW 2216

Email fatsgroupnswi@hotmail.com

Website www.fats.org.au
ABN 34 282 154 794

Yow ave irwited to-
owr next meeling
6.30 pm for a 7.30 pm start
Friday 4® June 2004

Australian Museum, William St Sydney entrance

Your home-made frog cage may win a prize al our
June meeting. Have you made one out of styro
haxes or some other material?  Bring it in and
show us what you did.  The prize, if you are a
member and have your licence with you, is a large

April meeting, guest speakers
Marion Anstis  Banjo,
Cyclorana & N T frogs
Lothar Voigt
Chytrid and frog housing
Arthur White Mixophyes
the Great Barred Frogs
Mystery frog
The Wild Australian Expo
Fridge magnets and frog rescue
ADI — Tear down paradise
Frog medication g
Sharp jump in frog cancers
Frogmaobile and FAQ's |
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ING 2"" APRIL 2004

danced and sang on the Halstrom
screen, at the commencement of

' H’I'S meeting at the Australian Museum.

 thanks to Marion Anstis for bringing in Stan

my favourite animated clips!

Lothar Voigt provided us with current chytrid
treatments (see this issue, page 5) and demonstrated his
frog enclosure made out of styro.

Arthur White spoke about chytrid outbreaks at
Londonderry. Spawn, tadpoles and frogs must never
be relocated from one water body to another. The
resulis could cause the extermination of a healthy frog
colony or the infection of a suburb.  Portable field
testing equipment for chytrid is delayed due to the
CSIRO resources being redirected bird flu and SARS
research.

The FATS committee is secking more frog rescuers. If
you are interested, please contact Arthur White. You
will need a vehicle. (fridge magnet article on page 3).

Arthur White spoke about and displayed overhead
slides of the Great Barred frogs Mixophyes iteratus, M
balbus, and the survey work in the Sydney Basin from
the Hunter region, south to Macquarie Pass and west to
Kanangra and the Wombian Caves. High elevation
species appear to have declined in numbers, possibly
due to changes in microclimate and exotic diseases
such as chytrid. There are a whole series of pressures
on remaining populations. The rate of loss may be
declining, suggesting a resistance to chytrid. Whilst M.
iferatus appears to be in trouble, M. balbus is surviving
better in warmer areas.

Marion Anstis described frogging in the Northern
Territory with fascinating and detailed slides of many
Cyclorana frogs and tadpoles including C. crypiotis -
hidden ear, C. maini, C. longipes, C. cultripes - knife
footed, C maculosa — Daly Waters Frog,
Limnodynastes convexiusculus — marbled frog (very
noisey), Litoria gilleni — Gillen’s Tree Frog (very
cute), Notaden nicholisi — Desert Spadefoot,
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THIS MEETING - 4™ JUNE 2004

Your homemade frog cage may win a prize at our
June meeting. Have you made one out of styro
boxes or some other material?  Bring it in and
show us what you did.  The prize, if you are a
member and have your licence with you, is a large
Green Tree Frog.

~ Orchards® animated video clip. This has to be one of

Despite the previous meetings” equipment failure (sorry
Grant) - Grant Webster was able to properly present
the field trip report and slides for the fire trails and parks
within the Wattagan Mountain range, which is 30 k
south west of Newcastle. Frogs encountered included
Litoria revelata.

We watched a Channel 2 ABC, Creature Feature film
clip of Alexahnder Mitchell-Brook’s Balmain High
School herp club. The club has been operating for some
years and has its own school license. Alexahnder won
the FATS guessing competition - a huge frog poster.
The meeting ended with an avction. Guests and
members mingled in the lobby enjoying light
refreshments and good conversation. MW

MYSTERY FROG

an you identify the mystery frog? The five clues
below, plus your field guide or a look on the
internet, will help you find the answer. Write your
answer on an entry form at the FATS meeting (don't
forget to include your name). $1 per entry. First correct
entry drawn wins a prize.
Here are the clues:
1. Tam found in South-eastern Australia.
2. Tam not a large frog, but I have very well
developed parotoid glands.
3. My belly is smooth and uniform brown with
white flecking.
4. Some of my relatives are found in Sydney,
however | am not.
5. The spelling of my species name is like an
alcoholic drink.
By Grant Webster and Brad MeCaffery

THE WILD AUSTRALIA EXPO

s set to bring the great

Australian bush into the heart
of the city with incredible displays
of live crocodiles, giant pythons,
lizards and frogs, to name just a
few. Hands-on demonsirations
and information sessions on
Australian wildlife, reptiles as pets
and the importance of
environmental conservation
will be key attractions.

The expo will also feature a range of
exhibitors offering products and
services for lovers of the great
outdoors. Hall 3 Sydney Convention
and Exhibition Centre Darling Harbour
Saturday 4 and
Sunday September 2004

WEBSITE: www.wildexpo.com.au

~
Conv N on International Trade in

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flara

CITIES WEBSITE http:/fwww.iisd.ca/cites/CITA20/



FRIDGE MAGNETS AND RESCUERS
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FOR I.l:l;.i‘l'. SICK
INJURED FROGS

Frogwateh Halpline

www, fats.org.au

Designed by Alistair MacDougall

At the last meeting we handed out the new fridge

magnets. They are for you, dear members, not to
keep but to take to your supermarket, your large
greengrocer and your large florist, to put on — yes, you
guessed it — their large fridge. If you need a few more
magnets, you can pick them up at the next meeting,
Egﬂi‘her with some covering letters to hand out with

em.

The idea, of course, is for shops to ring the FATS Frog
Rescue Service whenever they find a stowaway frog
amongst their produce. Pre-magnetised greengrocers ete
have a tendency to shove their findling frogs out of the
window into the Sydney suburbs, where they don’t
belong. But magnetised ones ring our 0419 249 728
number; upon which the Helpline advises this on the
phone:

l. We check that frog really is non-local (you'd be
surprised how many resident garden frogs people
want “rescued™).

2. We reassure them we will look after frog (because
there's some dissection paranoia). But we need to get
hold of it. Can they drop it off at any of our collection
points? If not, we arrange for it to be picked up by a
“Frog Rescuer” within the next couple of days, and
we assure them it will not need to eat until then.

3. We check that frog is put in an escape-proof
container with a well-fitting lid and only a bit of
water, and that they place the container at room
temperature (not back in the refrigerated room) and
where other staff know about it (so they can hand it
over if the caller’s not in).

4. We take down address, contact name, opening times
and phone number, If the caller is anxious about it,
we explain that frog will be kept by itself for at least a
month, until we know it is healthy but that most
rescued frogs can’t be released back into the wild for
a number of reasons, and that they will then be
looked after under licence. The main reason is we
can't be sure whether frog might still be a carrier of
the new chyirid fungus frog disease and that it could
infect wild frogs in a new area. By this time the caller
is truly anxious to get off the phone to a mobile
number. If not, we tell them about the FATS Group's
next meeting, and suggest they make themselves
known at the meeting so that we can make them feel
welcome there.

The Helpline then usually rings a Rescuer to pick

up. Rescuer then rings the shop, mostly to check froggy is
still there (lots escape again) and to tell them when
Rescuer’s coming (so that the finder won't get restless
and keep ringing). Rescuer picks frog up and if possible
gives shop a membership leaflet, a fridge magnet or a
Frogfacts sheet. Just in case, Rescuer has own transport
container, e.g. a strong wet plastic bag and elastic band.
Otherwise Rescuer takes frog in shop’s container but
removes any rock (clobbers frog in transport) and any
rotting lettuce.

Rescuer then rings Helpline to arrange for frog to get into
FATS quarantine. Ideally, frog gets dropped off at one of
our collection points (Rose Bay, Rockdale, Ashfield,
Broadway, Australian Museum). Otherwise, Rescuer
takes froggy home and looks after it until handover can
be organised. Looking after it means keeping it and its
moisture away from any other frogs, and feeding, housing
and treating it.

Wanna be on our list as a Rescuer? You might get called
upon maybe once a month, maybe once a year, sometimes
to go to a shop in your local area, sometimes fo
somebody’s home where a frog's jumped out of a
shopping bag. Simply ring 0419 249 728 or 9371 9129
(Lothar) or 9599 1161 (Arthur). L.V.

FLY PUPAE

he pupae now come to you from FATS directly.

S0 pay our Treasurer Karen for them, not me.[
was told there was too much in each tub. If you have too
many flies coming out, just take the tub out of the cage
again (easier of course if it pokes halfway through a hole
in the cage lid), stick some masking tape over the little
escape hole in the tub and put the tub back in the fridge.

We would like to recycle your flyscreen squares, please.
Better still, cut up all the nylon flyscreens you can find
around the house, into 15 x 15 em squares (2 cm bigger or
smaller is still ok) and bring them in. I then disinfect them
myself, and I could do with about 200 — 400 or so, mostly
for the Frogmobile frogs.

I know of three shops where you can (sometimes) buy
fresh pupae between meetings: Pet Care 2000 at Taren
Point, South Windsor Aquariums and Kellyville Pets.
Check that they are less than a week old and remember to
gut-load them (e.g. a smear of sweetened condensed milk
+ Herptivite + liguid calcium/vitamin D onto the tub wall
when you repackage them). The ones from FATS are
already gut-loaded.

Keep in mind that pupae or pre-hatched flies can only be
kept in the warmer part of the fridge, and only for up to
two weeks. After that, little more will survive. Hatch them
at room temperature or a bit warmer; but don’t let ants get
at them. Check that the frog cage is fly-proof and that you
have an efficient way of getting fly corpses out again (and
of course of changing the frogs’ bath water without letting
the flies out. If you haven’t, perhaps use a separate plastic
feeding cage with damp sphagnum moss and no open
water, and with a pantyhose over the lid. L.V,



TEAR DOWN PARADISE,

PUT UP A BLOCK OF FLATS
v SIMON BENSON Environment Editor

"We are not radicals,” said Mr Butler, a high school
teacher. "We are just a group of people that care. It's the
kind of place that you don't appreciate until you see it
and experience it." "It was a sheer accident that they
put a fence around it and forgot about it. "This would
have to be one of the longest environmental fights on

Daily Telegraph 17/4/04

HIS is what the Federal Government has had
locked away behind a barbed wire fence in
Sydney's west for 50 years. And its what the land's
new owners, developers Delfin Lend Lease and the
State Government, now plan to turn into a 5000-

home suburh, industrial park and regional
parkland.

Supporters of the development claim much of the 1535
ha of the former ADI site at St Mary's is "exotic
pasture". But also to be found within its suburban
perimeter (more than seven times the size of Centennial
Park) are wetlands, lagoons — which will be filled in—
and the largest remnant of what is left of Sydney's
Cumberland Plains woodlands, which is now classified
by the State Government as an endangered ecosystem,

This week The Daily Telegraph was taken to a
prohibited area on the site by a group of local residents
to see what it is that they, scientists and conservation
groups are so desperate to save.

Emus and kangaroos were common across the site,
although there was little sign of the over-grazing that
the animals are accused of.

Within minutes of walking into the area designated for
a regional park we came across one of western Sydney's
rarest plants — pimelea spicata or the pink rice flower —
which also grows in the western development area of
the ADI site. We uncovered the shell of what was
suspected to be an endangered Cumberland land snail.

Within the space of merely a few hectares six other
threatened plant species were found to be thriving.

Botanists claim that, of the 1800 species of plants

growing on the site, more than 25 per cent are
endangered.

Amateur naturalists Noel Butler and Lachlan Laurie,
who are members of the local resident action group
ADI RAG which has been opposing the development
singe 1991, have been conducting unauthorised fauna
and flora studies of their own and believe authorities do
not want to know what is there. They are pushing for
miich of the gite tn he declared A nature recerve

record.”

By SIMON BENSON
Environment Editor

IT'S the survivor of the frog world,

Despite a worldwide decline in the
number of frog species, the striped
marsh frog is thriving in our backyards.

Martin Robinson from the Australian
Museum said the species was doing well
due to & lack of natural predators lke
snakes and backyard lights that af-
tracted large amounts of insects.

The survival of the striped marsh frog
comes despite the spread of the deadly
chytrid microfungal disease, which is
threatening to wipe out at least 19 other
species of frog across NSW and is
beginning to appear in the gréen tree
frog (pictured above).

The Daily Telegraph has learned the

State Government is drafting laws
wihileh would seek to discourage children
from taking tadpoles from sireams to
stem the spread of the disease.

The striped marsh frog is one of the
few species which appears Lo have 3
resistance to the disease.

The NSW Scientific Committee be-
lieves the future for many frogs is far
worse than thought and human interac-
tion — relocating frogs, mixing tadpoles
and handling individuals — could be
accelerating Lthe spread of disease,

It has Hsted the chytrid disease as a key
threatening process under the NSW con-
servation laws, which places a legal obli-
gation on the Government to deal with if.

The only involvement students will
soon be able to have with tadpoles and
frogs would be under a licence system.

Strict guidelines would allow the taking
of a maximum of 20 They would
not be allowed to be mixed with tadpoles
from other areas and when they meta-
morphosed the frogs would have to be
returned Lo the exact location.

It will also keep statutes, which in 1997
former Environment Minister Pam Allan
promised to remove but didn't, that tech-
nically allow for anyone, inchud chil-
dren, to be prosecuted for taking

“We have already lost 10 species of
frog. There are another six

Frog
survives
an
amphibian
assault

elose to going the same way,” National

4 Parks and Wildlife
species officer Ross Welllngton said.
Mr Roblnson believes the disease may
be a symptom of an underlying

#
Mr

My is that it is climate change,”
UeSE "
Bughummﬂ. g

THE DAILY TELEGRAPH, www.dallytelegraph.com.au
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Hopping mad . . . the green tree

Photo by Holli and Annemare Hollitzwer ~Centennial Park




FROG MEDICATION

ATS has been selling frog medication at our

meetings for several years. It contains two main
ingredients, an aquarium fish fungicide (“Aqua-
Remedy”) which is readily available, and
benzalkonium chloride which is not stocked in normal
shops. It now appears that Aqua-Remedy works well
enough by itself against chytrid fungus, and possibly
against other frog skin problems. This has two
advantages: It keeps better on its own, and you can get a
84 bottle from the fish food section at K-Mart that will
last you for years.

So, we no longer need to take the green milk bottles to the
meetings. But do get that fish fungicide. Here is how I
suggest you use it:

As a preventative: Add 8 drops of Aqua-Remedy to 500
ml water in a spray can (which is half the application
strength for treating fish as per label). Lightly spray frogs
and cage daily. (Store spray bottle in the dark.)

If chytrid contact suspected (and for quarantine): Place
frogs in a bare plastic tank for one month, with plastic
plants and/or plastic hiding place. Spray frogs and entire
cage daily; with 15 drops per 500 ml. Keep frogs warm.
Keep the humidity up by partly covering the lid. Also use
the same solution as the frogs® bath water every other
day: Pour a cupful of the 15/500 solution in and put the
cage on a slope. Next day, pour it out through the closed
lid and pour a cupful of tap water in instead. Third day,
the 15/500 solution again. And don’t stick your ungloved
fingers in, if you also have frogs elsewhere. You can
minimise insects drowning if you cover the water surface
with thin strips cut from a styro cup (better still, from a
black styro tray).

In the meantime, completely sierilise the main frog cage
and keep it uncontaminated. Read Frogfacts No. 8.

If sick: 30 drops per gﬂé"‘;ﬁeﬁ:ray twice daily. Also use
as bath water, every other day. In addition, give them a
Betadine bath on the tap water days, but only for 35
minutes for small frogs or 30 minutes for very large ones.
Then back to tap water for the rest of that day. Use
Betadine at 25 drops per litre, but the cage has to be well
rinsed first.

With this regime, we still lose some very small frogs to
chytrid. So please ring me up. in case there is an update.
L.V,

Literia Caerulea photographer Paul Solomon
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Striped Marsh Frog photographer Paul Solomon

SHARP JUMP IN FROG CANCER RATES

taff at a north Queensland frog hospital are

concerned at the number of webbed patients being
admitted with cancer - a disease extremely rare
among amphibians. Cairns Frog Hospital curator
Deborah Pergolotti said a white-lipped tree frog handed
in last week displayed the same type of cancerous facial
tumour seen on five other frogs admitted to the hospital.
She said the six frogs handed in since 1999 with the
squamous cell carcinoma might not seem a lot but
because of the extreme rarity of cancers in frogs, it was a
disturbing number.

"We've had more cancer cases here in Cairns than in all
of Australia combined, and more cancer cases compared
with how many have been reported globally. The Registry
of Lower Animals in the United States had tracked animal
cancer cases over 40 vears and only five cases of
amphibian squamous cell carcinoma had been reported in
that time™ Ms Pergolotti said. "We have more of these
cases coming in than the rest of the world, there must be a
reason for it," she said. "All we know so far, because the
lab work has not been done, is that these cancers are
believed to be caused by a virus."

Ms Pergolotti said federal Environment Minister David
Kemp had been alerted to particular disease problems
facing frogs in the Cairns region over a year ago but had
declined funding for lab work. "We have not been able to
get the lab work done to isolate the cause of these
cancers," she said. "If this is a herpes virus causing these
cancers, we have no idea what other animals, including
humans, can pick this up."

A spokesman for Mr Kemp said if Ms Pergolotti had
further concerns she could raise the issue again with the
minister. Ms Pergolotti said the frogs with the tumours
were found in back yards around Cairns and there was no
knowing how many were out in the bush. Associate
Professor Rick Speare, an amphibious diseases expert at
James Cook University in Townsville, said cancer was
rare in frogs but there seemed to be a higher incidence of
it around Cairns. He said the cancer could be a type that
was spreading from frog to frog or it could be an
indication there was either an environmental problem or a
widespread immunity problem in the frog population,

hl'lp=waw.mh.wm.-uflrﬁclﬂfmmﬂlml%1!nw
SMH May 27, 2004 Forwarded by Alexahnder



RECENT FROGMOBILE SIGHTINGS

Wc are slowly getting the hang of it. On Sunday.
4 April, FATS ran a frog pond workshop for
Centennial Park (to say thank you for them
providing safe overnight parking for our
Frogmaobile), and we gave the participants a private
showing of the FM. Two weeks before that we had the
FM out by the Duck Pond again, where Punia. Alstarr
and | counted around 700 — 804 people commg over 1o
see it throughout the day. Everyome was wvery, very
pleased with that.

This time, on Sunday, 23 May, we parked the FM much
closer to the road and the kiosk. Lo and behold, twice as
many people crowded around ! Luckily, we had plenty
of helpers: Wendy and Philip Grimm and Karen and
Arthur White and Lance Brooksr and Barbara
Bohdanowicz from FATS; also Heinz Zimmermann,
Daniel and Alice and Ken Taunton and Dawvid Lawrence
from the Aguarium Society, Andrew Thomton from
ANGFA_ Centennial Park’s Ranger Emie carmed tons of
water to us on his truck, after we couldn’t fit the hoses
and the tap together Senior Ramger Paul Solomen
helped everywhere and also took some grea shots Then
out of nowhere came two professional photographers.
and helpers alike. Thank you, thank you to all Apan
fiom me, who was panicking over all that water nmning
everywhere, all had a marvellously relaxmg time Look
at some of the pics and see for yourself. L.V.

MORE FROG FAQs

Going through my old Helpline notes. and 1 2o
out a few more gems and a few evergreens. And

one or fwo guestions that sadly never get asked. | pu
into this list anyway. Here it is. This lot is
minus the most common category. the en pond
ones. (Yes. | kmow vou know the answers. You can
compare yours to the ooes on Radio 2ZRRR 88.5 FM.
where FATS has a “Frogtalk™ spot every Friday a1 3

pm.}
Froes at risk guestions

4

4
5. Why are fioes declmme what are the threat=mmng
processes. and what can we do

What'= wrong wih those threstesed f
these species on the way oul 20VwaY

7. What's happenme overssas” Are froz=
there, tno?

3 = & more msefal to do frog surveys pear populan
conlres OF M pristme areac’

9. If fiog numbers kesp gome wp and dowm with wet
yemr= 2nd diy years, cam we really tell whether 2
species i decimme?

10. Which species are the FATS Growp gomg 1o save
from exemction”

8

Ficld tri 2
1. We wam to observe fioes on our campmg boliday
What equipment do we need”

7 We want to 20 o a proper frogsme field op. How
do we go abow &7

3. What's the best time of the vear, of the day: the best
weather - for Smdme frogs 2nd adpolks”

4 Why should the public go looking for frogs” Is there
much purpose”

5. We wani to maprove this bushland Should we check
for frogs before or afterwands”

6. How ofien wnll we need o scarch a si= before we
can be sure which species do and winch don't oocur
there?

7. How does oo find pack wp. handle: examne;
identify froes (and spawn and dpoles)”

8. Could theyre be aav dangers w0 us or 1o frogs o a

field rp” How abomt sskes mosgumoes, glass

Should we record any mescwements or frog calls

and how and what should we do wih them”



Exotic frogs questions

I. We used to eat Cuban bullfrogs, and 1 am wvery
homesick., Where can | get some? {Actual question)

2. Do all frogs practice external fertilisation? How
about the Tailed Frog in North America?

3. Theard of an African toad that bears live young. Can
you tell me more about it? (Hint: Google under
Nectaphrynoides.)

4. | heard a shaggy frog story, about an African frog
that can stay under water for ages to look afier the
eggs. Is that true? (Hint: look up Hairy Frog.)

5. I'm doing an assignment on animals that breathe
only through the skin. Can you help? (Hint: Lake
Titicaca Frog.)

6. Why can't frogs be as big as kangaroos, or as small
as flies? Or can they? If not, what stops them? e : s - - .

7. In America the pet shops sell flat aquatic frogs, and ~ Photographers Holli & Annemarie Hollitzer at Centennial Par
their tadpoles have long tentacles. Why can’t we pet

them here, too? 9, Where frogs protect their eggs, is it the males or the
8. You said to euthanase a frog, put it in the fridge, females? _ % :

then the freezer. But isn’t there a frog that can live in 10. In the Americas, hasn’t Fhf Cane Toad got natura

the Arctic and freeze solid? enemies that we could bring over here, too? L.V.

With compliments Dot and Bernie Laughlin
http://www_savetheadisite bmt.com.aw/

photldg‘raph& by Paul Solomon

Arthur White photo by
Holli and Annemarie Hollitzer

photographer by Paul Solomon
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