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Yow awe irvwited to-our next meeting

6.30 pm for a 7.30 pm start
Friday 2* April 2004

Australian Museum, William St entrance

FATS FRIDGE MAGNETS

You will be able to take some to your
greengrocer, supermarket and plant
nursery. You can sign up fo become
a local rescuer! Arthur will tell

you all about it at the meeting.

MEETING FORMAT for 2" April 2004

A small number of frogs are ready to collect from the Frog
Rescue Service. Please bring your FATS membership card and
- Amphibian Licence.
Welcome and announcements
Main Speaker: Arthur White: The historic and current
distribution of the Barred frogs Mixophyes iteratus and
M. balbus in the area from the Hunter River south to Kanangra.
Marion Anstis: "Frogging in the Northern Territory” or
;  "How cute are Cyclorana tadpoles?”
i &mwm- RapnrtonWammFroggingTﬁp
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1 Sketch by Martyn Robinson



LAST MEETING 6™ February 2004

rthur White opened the February meeting. He
provided updated information on the impact
of Cane Toads in NSW. Articles in the press
are not intended to scare people however should the
cane toads get across the Great Divide, experts are
keen to obtain information as soon as possible.
Sightings should be reported immediately.
Any materials such as landscape supplies, Bessa
Bricks, compost, nursery equipment, ground produce
and plants coming from Queensland may be a
potential source for cane toad relocations. If you are
travelling to Western NSW, please take a few copies
of the cane toad and FATS membership flyers with
you to distribute to any plant nurseries, building and
hardware shops etc. See pages 3, 4, 9 & 10.
Many thanks to Alistair MacDougall for another
superb video. We all enjoyed the “blue ribbon
tadpoling” with the master herself — Marion Anstis.
FATS members were treated to some secrets of
tadpole identification such as scenes of treefrogs with
their tails wiggling indicating that they are tre frogs.
The Smith’s Lake field trip video followed and
prmudnd us with a wonderful record of a great
y for froggers.
Lo&nu' conjured up an amasingly

FATS ANTHEM

fter the media onslaught at the launch of the

Frogmobile a few frogzers sat around
discussing life, the universe etc. A suggestion was
made that FATS needed an anthem to inspire 1
troops. With an inch-and-
sandwich bag Marty Robin
the following:

(To be sung to the tune of Men of Harlach.)

Frogs are good and frogs are gracious
Frogs have happy smiling faces,

Frogs are found in pleasant places,
Lets all cheer for Frogs!

(hurrah)

Frogs are now in lots of frouble,
Ponds are quiet of croak and pobble,
FATS to the rescue, on the double,
Lets all cheer for Frogs (or FATS)
(hurrah)

FATS and Frogs are clearly winners,
5 must be sinners

And we'll eat flies for our dinners,

Lets all cheer for Frogs.

(hurrah) Martyn Robinson

DARKES FOREST EXCURSION

Imhptfﬂd&ﬁglhdtkspuis-e
came upon here in October last year.

The crinea signifera could be heard m the first pond
but it was a Litoria phyllochroa that staned the mefy
off. The boys in our group spotted a yabby znd with
the torch light on it, the colours came up florescent
blue and orange. Following that they caught sigb of 2
young water dragon.

We walked down a track and passed a ring t=il possam
high in a tree.

At the next pond we had betrer luck a= we came across
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CLAUDE IN A BOX

s that really you, Claude? Where on earth have you
been?

lei, Madame, right in ‘ere, inside zis frog cabinet.
Whar? For how long, Claude?
Since 1 built it. I glued myself in by mistake.

That wardrobe? It looks like a pile of styro boxes glued
together!

Oui, Madame, someone wanted me to make a frock
cabingt. My other mistake

But styro? It looks terrible.

Alors, I should “ave “ad my pond paint with me when I
was glued in. I would “ave painted it to look like tree
trunks and sandstone. But styro is trés bien broccoli
boxes, zey come free from your greengrocer. You can cut
them about and make “oles in them for pipes and cables.
You can glue shelves in and little raised ponds and a front
glass and fly screen and a feeding station and filter
compartment and, oh, everything!

Including vourself. Claude

It 15 meant for frogs, after all. Look, you can make quite
big cages if you glue several boxes together. Use silicone
and dovetailed wooden skewers, and then the pond paint
or pool paint or terracotta paint (such as Pondtite or
Terratite). Take the inner walls out or make openings in
them for the frogs. See those two boxes? They make a
double cage for tree frogs, standing upright, or for ground
frogs if you glue them together alongside each other or
one behind the other one. Then cut a large rectangle out
of the front and glue the glass behind. Later, against
condensation forming you can loosely attach another
glass in front. And voila!

That's it?
You still have to put a flyscreened opening at the top and

maybe put a small light over it. And put in a door so you
can reach in, but use a design where water can’t leak out.

I remember the floods my dear husband used to make. 1
had to strangle him, of course.

Naturellement, Madame. There are such designs in
FrogFacts No. 11, an excellent periodical. Or, to make a
tall cage out of lying-down boxes, just stack and glue
them together ontop of each other but with the bottom of
the upper box or boxes cut off. The flyscreened lid is at
the top, no water can get out, especially when you glue
strips of styro over the seams and give everything a few
coats of that thick paint.

Yeah. Still looks like a box though, doesn 't it?

You can make the inside look irregular and like stone.
Use polyurethane foam from a spray can, then sculpture it
back before you paint. When the pamt is still wet, throw
sand against it, even sand with some iron oxide in it for

wh

colour, When that has dried, paint over the sand with a
clear water-based and water-fast'glue (Bonderyl will do)
and throw some more sand over it.

But [ conld never make fake sandstone! I'm just ioo
honest, Claude.

It need not be a masterpiece, because you can rub a
handful of Java Moss over your work, Grind it right in. It
will sprout again and cover the entire surface, above and
below water, with a thick layer of lovely moss.

Amazing. Tell me, is such a cage hard to keep clean?

No. This one only has a drain hole cut inte the bottom
comner, with the neck of a plastic bottle cut off and glued
into the hole. Before you unscrew the lid, tilt the water
away from it, aim the bottle over a bucket and tilt the
cage back. Pour more water in from the top. Cest ¢al
EE

Claude, T am wrapping this thing round your neck! I built
one, and look how it leaks!

Madame, your fingerprints on it! You have left them
everywhere!

So? Will I get arvested? I haven 't done anvthing fo you
vet! Only my husband

Quel malheur! The silicone won't stick on fingerprints.
You should have rubbed the glass and other surfaces with
methylated spirits first. Now you must dry the cage, paint
the inside with clear Estapol and wait until the smelling
stops. Here, let me sell you a tin,

Gee, thanks, Claude. — Wait @ moment, this started off as
a low cost project, and look what I just paid L.V,

MYSTERY FROG

an you identify the mystery frog? The five clues
below, plus your field guide, or a quick look on the
www,, make this a very easy one.
Write your answer on an entry form at the FATS meeting.
$1 per entry.

First correct entry drawn wins a prize.

1. Although I live in a semi-anid region of Australia,
you won't find me in the drier parts of New South
Wales.

2. I spend most of my time underground.
3. I'm a head-first burrower,

4. My eggs (up to 7.4mm in diameter) are the largest of
any Australian species.

5. Ihave no tadpole stage. My embryos go through their
entire development in their egg capsules.

You might call me a beady-eyed weirdo, but [ am
waonderfully mysterious and unigue.
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