THE FROG AND TADPOLE
STUDY GROUP (FATSG)

- & Special Interest Group of the
Australian Herpetological Society inc.

PO Box E405
5T JAMES NSW 2000

FROG CALL No 9

Telephohe encgliiries:

Haraid Ehmann { 318) 257 585 Fax: { 02 ) 217 4034
David Millar & Martyn Robinson [ §2 ] 335 8226
Lothar Vaigt {editorial) {02) 371 9129

Current major FATSG activities

NEXT MEETING Endangered Frog Survey:
Thursday 28th October a study of the habitar
7.00 for 7.30 pm charmcienstics, presant

digtrbuticn, and
population sizes of 21
species of "al risk” froge

Rooftop. Australian Museum
v onr. College & William Streers, East Sydney

William Street Entrance and follow the sign. in NSW. Fartly funded

thretgh the Mational
SPEAKERS Estate Srant Fragram,
Lothar Voigt "Fregs the Kimberleys and Evarything” Fraudly sponsored by
Oan Waotherspoon! Training session: for Schog| Visitors Mizsan Australia,
Harald Elmann. Trarhing session.

Endangered Frog Survey Procedures

[ opttanal for those who wan! o siay on ) Frogwea 1991

Movemnoer 1 to 7
inchus e, many 2civities

A ALWAYE: Visitors welcome plannad o faces aublie

Informal atmosphere gHention and interest in
Refroshments provided endangerad frozs. We
2 donatios atthe door { fiom vou | thaf is pran considaratie publc
Everyone gets a say [ you , your frogs neme, etc ets ) irvoivement. Proudly
Mews announcements and discussions sponscred by Missan
Updates on projects Ausiralia

FROGWEEK MONDAY 1.11.93 10 SUNDAY 7.11.83

in tnat week we will do media focussed surveys of the endangered frogs
from southorn NSW ( near Eden ) to northern WSW [ near Murwillumbah ).
The key areas we will suivey are located to faciiitate media access,

as weii as cptimising the vtsual impact of frogs, the search and the Iocal SCenery,
Missan donated the use of a vehicle for bavg weeks of furious activity
There will be activibies in schools | see helow ), stieet theaire and

the "Frog Jurmp Cup” { an event tc nval ine Meibouine Cup®

Erags kita will be made available,

At aii inmenvisws and mecia statements. galls will go out to the puekhic,

nct only to seport sightings but to send a & minute tape recording from
treir bocal swamp. This will give us the most comprehensive data base,
ever ol bresding frogs in NSV




MORE FROG WEEK PUBLICITY

Moelsne, Peter and Melinda Ganeiisk ecentiy had the longsst vet invasion of their hame ane
garden by a television crew { and ab ihat goes with it ).

The ABC's “Gardening Australia " will show the segment entitled -"Getting fregs Back ir tovour
gardeq” on Friday, Sth of Movember - durmg FROGUWEER.

Noelens features with some of her young Sed-Eyed Tree Frogs { Litoria chloris §. soshua and
Hecmi ERmann show how to find and catch tadpoles and Harald provides some axpert
vomment and frog week publicity { on his shirt! ). The prezenter dany Moody does a magnificent
piece on the plight of frags and how gardeners can hela. We get a wonderful ptug for the
sndangered frog sunvey and the programme is watched by 1 million wiewers' Thanks to everycne
who felped - it wifl do dots for frogsl

Last Decemaer Merinda Yorgt sent letters with her FROGFASTS NOZ [ "Kespne Frogs 'n Your
Garden" ) ard FROGFACTS MO 3 [ "Establishing Frog Hakitats On Yeur Propeny | to
aargening Australia and to the Prirt Media. The "Organic Growing” magazing grinted both
without changes as gromised, bot they lopped off the FATS group headings and the credits
Wher Cardsaing Austraiia followed up they mare thar made up for that small toss of publicity.
Copies of F~2 and FF3 will again be avallabie at the next meeting

Peter Jacklyn of ABC radio's Green and Fractical” will also pe intepviewing Harald Ehmann on

FROGWESH, A perfect topsc. since gresn frogs are obwigusly 'green"and Erewn rogs are

“aractizal'. Peter Jacklyn came out {o visit Kaen Thumm's Red Crowned Teadlet

! Pseudophryne gustralis ) site at Homshy Heights with Shane and Kaien, Th s was vary

suscessial as the Iittle peasts ware out 1 force | for onee Jané al! the recaeding | minus the

expietives | resulted ina & mimute piese on "Creen and Practeal” the newd Satuedsy | Shane has

g tape of this } Other TV and radic starions are alse gueasng up!

Hzmember "queusing when you need a good scrabble ward and 3 good dirner word is

"Microsympatie” { see below ) Guaranteed to make all the spoors fall back irto the soup

FROG TAPES

Woukd all FATS members please learn the following lines by rote and quote themr to snybody

l=ely o respong,

1) Betord the frogs in your area for & minutes { to get even the infregusant salles )

2y Recerd vour name the locality ard date an 42 tape before the frog recording.

o) Write your name, address the localty and the date.

4) Post the tage and infarmation to: Fars SROUP.

FO Box E4ACS,
| 3T Jarnes, RSV 2000

We will send Dack a replagement tzpe plus the idenifications and a'sc a3 news'aftar wiln a

follow Up requsst i* the locaiity is @ good ane,

(Please ramind people thai frogs are nocwrnall because sare people dond know- tralyl)

FROGWEER 1N SCHOOLS - AND YOU

Weoulg each FATS growp tmemibear aiso do thes for FROGWEER. . . .

1) Malie ar oftar! that shelhs can't refuse! o vour foca! school Principa, for yoo to come inard
a} Shewe interested teachers mothods for making sulture boxes to rasse asd mainta’n
frogs and for buiding a frog pend intne schoal grounds
B} Saowe how to istroduce frogs as a par of the Science: aad Technology Syllabus
¢) Demonstrate avanable resoursas { FRDGr ADTS, FREGTAPE from the Austrzlian
Musedr , FRODWATCOH and rog -dentification bocks
d} Show how to paricipate in ine oy survey

2} 12 you rzke your oFeq it wiiting atiach the press releass { whichi s enclosed for this vey

pUrpose! b and =end it off now, If you an, imdie yoursalf betore the beg:nring of FROGWEEK,

=0 that you can pass on your information bafora the week is aver

3} Do Dan's raining session at the FATS group meetirg or 28,90 and pick up your cooy of

mr2and FR3 T you haver': got tham,

il pod ferd ywool are oo chicken to train the teachers yvour fallback = to offer to talk to the Kindy or

school classes yourself
*Choose the leve| you are most cornfortaole with,

THelE your oW experiences

"Have some live frogs and tuds to talk shout BUT eheck v th Lothar Voigt 1025 377 8126
whether the aoproval from NPEWS has coma through,

fTavite questions anytme ;

'*Give them a take horne project to ce”

2. %




NOTE FOR COMMITTEE MEMBERS
The next cemmittes mesating is at 4 00 pm prict to the EATS grout meeling, same plase:
A5 President to address the Committes
tCorrespondencs
“Weeting Venue in *H84 - aptions
*EROGWEEHK final adjustments
ENDFROGS 4nal adjustments
t0thet business
ENDEROGS UPDATE
*The soiting, identification and data togging of some 2200 specimens held in the
tustralian Museurn has been completed.
“The localisy informatior has besr collated akd @ key site listand master map have
beer: prodused.
+4 methodoiogy and member imvonerment pian f cormmmitments Daye Bean established.
*Some praliminary fieldwork has been dohs.
*Harald's paperwerk [ admiristration to date insludes:
lizence applications
exernpt list inputs
aross release for the international FROGLOG
a letier to the Sroway MayriLains Autonly on e possibie mpac ot their clous
seading plans on the Spotied Tree bFrog
negotiasiar with SALM o the laan of a vehicle and office suppalt.
prewiding input for Mika Tyler's Amphibian Action Plan.
Snane has mace a lage of our endangered frogs, following pelmission 10 Use existing frog
recerdings, He and Dar have been heawly tnvalves 11 EROGWEEK to generate publicity and the
large data inflow for the survey
Shane has included the Preliminary Crogwesk Scheduls on tha last page.
ENDFROGS TRAINING SESSION
*Cguipment use fof temperature. pH, salinity, sound secording
*Digta form completon
Kt yse and Restrictions
*pnimal welfare
Remember you must be coverad by the AMS 3rdparty liablity insurance te participate in
EATS field work, 1.E. you must be an AHS member.
1 8ST MEETINGS GUEST SFEAKER
Ross Knowles
noonservation Genetics of Disjunit Raintorast Fopulations of Sphagnum Frogs”

Currently thige species are recognised of KYRRANLUS. “farmerly part of Philpria)

Kyarrahus fungdagungan - the northein-mest speciss Up 1o Brisbane

Hyarianus loveriggei - mid aieas, .6 Borge: Ranges

Kyarranus sphaghicolus- SoUTNAM-MOst SPecies, & 4- W ashpoo!

Al three are montane rainfarest frogs, birg typically in swampy. muddy heat-waters of crasks
Thers is a gieat wanazlity i tnen colodration.

Treir cal's are variatie and thelr distribution areas appear 1o ovellap

They ail lay egags i =hallow chambers on land, which the male digs and cails frorn, Hie nuptial
pad on the thumb nas a sharp sfrke The “gmals nas a Bramd spatila on her finger which she
Lsially uses to boab Jp e zngm rest. Each lamva thon develons N iz own air bubble, provided
that “here will be somea rainfal’.

Cin oosasion still nests are faurd, whare the spawr 5Nt errased in bubblas, How suffizient
cxygen s then transnorned to the lowe egys is net vet cleas When tadpoies are placec i vater
thev have been ohserved taking mir bubbies from tha suface.

Tadpoles have sufficient yolk to reach metameorphosis withoul teeding & parent ‘s ofien sear in
or near the nest, apparenty in Attendance The bresding season = lat= sprng tnough sUMMEL
A5 they are classified rare ana yulpatable Rosse ceamined genetic diversity and the AUmasT af
cp=ties the compiex could be divided inte. Based on slectrophoresis sach popodlaton nas
maderate ganetic differenzes. { The populations are isolated by maior rivers cutting through the
montane rainforesis Lintik their morphology is [acked at 1 mare detai!, the numnber of Speties
remairs whcetain.
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LAST MEETINGS VIDEQ

Chane showed 3 video of the Drown Sir ped Afarsn Frog { Limnodynastes peroni ; spaswmng i
5 corrunily tank While fe {the flog; was mnglo-mindedly formcating, ghe (the frogi was dog
paddling at regalar interdars o creata the foam nest The gentignan thel ne was gave roclue
wiathar he foung this disconcerting and he ovar ket himeelf get baries sn the feam  Oh hliss!
BODKS

Martyn Robinson has a new hizd guide alrmost out and hopefuily svadiable in the shops v’y
sooh” Frogs of Austraiia { South tast 1. Soe the brok and the withor atthe et masilng

inces S200

Mike Tyler hat 150 coaies of a bookier " Tre Qepe-gl Care and Mairterarce of WWhies Tree
Frog ared Wykite Lipoed Tree Frogs” oy Dhitpoe de Yes(oli. He will parwih one of thars T you

cend hirn 57 (Inciucing postage} Dot M . Tyier
The L wosity oF Bdelaide
PH | 03 228 5333 2 P00 Box 498

Leelaida 5001

chris Williams still has some " Amphibians and Reotiles of Singaosn’ by K i for 10
Seo him as the next AHS meetns [ Frday 72 C a2 puetrsizn Museum Hallstromn: iFaate a0
for B.COR™
SAteA has oroduzed an esso e pubasaten  "Rasng Metwe Frogs' by Alistair Bax (e
Bragident of RANA Y and pubushed Dy the osars|and Caonsevation Caunci
T4 G5 plus 51 05 for postage and hardiing L0 Consenation Council

BO Box 12046

Elzabet Strest

Srckane, 4002
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN FATS
Conzrawiarons o South Ausiraliar fresy fars for stating Jp 2 2ATS gioup under the B A e,
Croun. Than«s o Harald Ehmann for staming Fom off
The Convener, Sary Beardsell

14 Cadir Cour
Para hills S A B8
FUTURE FROG CALLS
2ease send eight 45sent stamps to azouie Recse
14 Waliace Close
bornsby Heights, 2077

Cuckiy those of yu who st sens yeur ctarans nave A foend in Harald wino nas overidden
vy nzimh and merciless nature ard gasn you an sbsoluten |ast chance - For thoss %YoL WD
have 3 cwar cosscience | wil et you knows woen GO0 stamps bave rur cut Dy the conspiciz.
Frog wtams on e first page of you FRGOALL
SEEN AND HEARD
|
Twa urahaves foggers. ask ag far giconol ata chamist shop in Begs Sad they had some
roas « led Litatia gitropa and weanted to oicklae their livars Wwiha's Liees?
S rling Fresm-site rackpoms, ot stil weith o RitaTia cifopd samewn o the roce wealles ot a
siorton ME and at the NSWVic, border. Meed to lock again wnen the water gets wanmer
More road kits tFis time Banic Frogs { Limnodynastes tarragtoginae i on the hairpin comers
zround Lithoew anc Limnodynastes dumerilii corming down tne hackiz raisng beags esAcds
Gatwrians Bay Berer naws for arother Banjo Limnedynastas thteriofis ) which hag ts ory ng
spawr escued LstinLme.
Sumdraas o fel duinsy PAracrinia tads am o then oasadng 2de s bl not one metarns
samelng funty 5 gairg o0 ot tne scuth ooast
rogs rear Turnut withoul ary SpREgUmM-moss magrey The yeilow dnd cizen

Carroporae
varaty

Ir. i magazine - ro 458 an atsle in the green 0ages cuden "Frog marsh o Exnction”
mile o 203 letter to the editor Fom the Diector of the Wet-Tropics Yanagemeant Agancy
srotesticy akout ine gress distertion of fxcts within the aftizle The ket aticle charges tnas Lhe
WA e pvorsaeirg one of the bignest sytircton events i Austrana’s Europess Flisro"
‘zlating 10 the diszposarance oF six frag speces from upland ra.nforests in the Wel-Tiopies.
Tra WTMA has allccated in 2 years rore than 150, CAC to irag research. ncluging 215 C0C e
Micnael Mahany to study Day-Fregs.



Here is the first draft of the schedule for our frog week field marathen, You are quite welcome to
join the key people listed at any of the locations that suit you. howsver it would be cesenbal to
participate in the training sessions we will run at the meeting on the 28th. Precise tmes and
locations, including daily nress conferences wili be advised closer fo the week

DATE AREA SUGGESTED SITES KEY PEQOFLE
1.NOV Canberra/ Bungendore, Braidwood, Tumut HE. LV, DWW,
Southern highlands WO,
2 MY Wollangong Darkes Foresy Gertingong HE. LY. DW.
G0
3 MOY Sydney Basin Soyal Nat Park Qurimbah HE.LV DW,
JR, KT, 80G.
4 MOY MewcastlafHunter Wattagan SF., HE., LY. DW
Eoadinghouse Dam JROKT . SG.,
RN S
5 MO Fort Maquarie/ T.B.A. HE., LV.DW,
Taree SKJ M
& NOY Coffs Harbour Ebor, Mew England M. P HEsd ¥,
OW. 05,
P,
Ah
T MOV . Furthe: North/ TE.A T.B.A:

Tweed Heads

People will also be needed to run the "Raze” in Sydney. This will involve being neas a phone.
Shane is'checking out a 1-800 Freacall number for us. He will also probably pe looking after the
Svdney base(except for a few days in the field) so please contact him i you wauld like to help
here, His number is (02) 628 7841,

This list is & 15t draft st this stage, but the areas probably worn': change radically.
Key People iisted are: Haraid Ehmann, Loihar Yoight, Ban Watnespoon, Wil Qsbarme, Gary
Daly, Jaque Rescei, Karen Thumm. Shane Gow, Michael Mahony Stephen Kom Jew, Garry

Swann, Peter Jones, Angus Adair,

This is by no means a exclusive list, 5o don't be offended if you aren't on it. As we said aarher,
you can foin the group st anytime. depending on your avaitabxlity or area of interest
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