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The Last Meeting (2. 6. 95)

Fmgi of the Torrige was Frank Lemckert's
slide showe of (he evening. He was mvolved in
u Forestry Comnission survey, to see how frogs wre
affected by forestry dishrbance m the Dernigo Stane
Foresl, Having surveyed 212 aquatic beecding sites
anel done aver 100 road records. he grouped the 29
frop specics he fomnd in that area inte various cate-
POTIES:

Very common

Crireiz srmifers

Litaria chions

Litavio demrtata

Litorier pavonii - may prefer disturbed aress

[itoria verrezunl - in cleared areas

Litoria waleewsi {7) - only in cleared areas

Mixo. fascioiatuy - TeTy DNNMON €VEL W dry arsas

Mope confined

Adeforus brevis - scatlcred throughout atea
Lechriodus fletcheri - commen in maist places only
Literiv fullax - in open forest

L itorie latopalmata - 1o dry forest

Litoria pearsoniang - in forest

Litoria pinflochroa - I cleared arcas

Litaria revelata (7] - tommaon in patches
Limmoetynasies lasmaaicnsis - only I a fow spots
Limnudwmastes terrareginge

Vneommon

Assa darlingtoni - in undsthed forests onty!
Literiy #gerylaz - ondy | seeq, Tocals say Gammon

{ itoriag fervsiensis - moist foroils

Litoria subglanduivse - widsly scattercd, patchy
Mdtropives balhus - also catling arvied ponds®
Mizaphyes itererizes - declining, but comman m Feb.
in & limited stream srea m a distrbed plantation
with privet

Philoria sphagniceiz — om coversd by this survey

Mot fiumd

Litaria hoorvolongensis - declined
Lirorie bravipalmais
L itoria groclenta - 1oo cotd

Conclasions from the study arc,

s The effect of distarbance (melnding how often /
bow revent / how much) s, diversity of frogs
did mot show up. [ saything. the diversity in-
creasas with disturbance,

» Whenever a disturbance-prone speviés (such as
Assa drfingioni, the Marsupial or Hip-pocket
Fmg}isf{::mui,amsarveshmddbeamwd
wround that st

Kares Thume gave 1 an updaie on the Land and
Fowironmen! Court case against the Red-crowned
Toadists at Allambie Heights, Tt was a potnd fought
unider  lewiis court, wou by the frogs.

Philip Green put a slide show together o mve
nightiares to school kidz. [t started with @ Green

Troe Frop in a jar, ving the long, kntfe wiclded bv a
drooiing coak. Then closevps of compnercial frops
legs being preparcd, desp fried and damtily eaten.
{While the Atnericans are rang o breed Greon
Tree Frogs to resembile Magnificent opes, this mur-
derous cock make them mugnificent with garhic
satee. No breediog!)

Wext, Phil went on to wielding the Aptil 93 Seian-
tific American, with its 6-page feamre “The Purzle
of Declining Amphibisn Populations”. The aticle
explores a numbet of kmown and possible causey.
Then, Phil went on {0 produce a March 54 copy of
New Sciertrst, implicating the azone hole for mwch
of a frog's misery. And if that were et enough, he
waved in his other fist 3 fax, fresh from James Cook
Usiversity, with more tecent informadion oo the
viras causing regicmal environmental cotlapse. R s
5 watei-borne virus, il seens, that is also ragmg o0
the other contments. [ mey have bheen drapped
around the globe by the international trade it oma-
mental tish, and it spreads mpidly. pessibly with
hrirds as vectars. Afore on that gloom) nate ancither
e - ad)

Trevor Omested, Kem Griffichs and Arthmr
While brought some mimguing slides alosg, Ken
an:pedashﬁﬂgeliMmmfanﬂﬂij
viriesic with yellow armipits. Trevor saw @
Crucifix Toad at Mostwingee (fair enough) but
ﬂmaBanjnFmgmﬂamMiu
South Australia and a Corroboree Frog in the
Brindabellas. Arthur spotted Corrobores Frogs
in a hollow Totien log, some of them pam-
sitsed and badly crippled by fly meggats. We
felt sick in sympathy, but then he showed us a
lovely Peripatus Velvet Worm and told us
about some Green-and-Golden Bell Frop sites.

Clenn Shea reported oo the recent licensing pro-
posal alfered by HP&WS, which was jollowed by a
great deal of heatcd discussion by, 3t seemad, eve-
rybody at once. {dnother ploomy ropeic, est dealt
with further down in thiz issue - ed.|

There was no tite left for the “frogfiendly garden”
talk, which 15 re-zulieinted for the next meeting.

The raffie again sported mulbple prizes: a family
ticket to Svdmey Aquarium {demated by son
Petruceo), fly pupae, pond plants, mealwarms and
fish that can be trusted with tadpoles. We mised
$69. I you have any dupatabilia, please bang them
o the next mesting!

The Annyal General Meeting followesd, COnSIsENE,
of the President’s report {nereundery. the T
mrer'= tepart (3806.57 in FATS kitty but quite a few
claims not in vet, oo claims made on ENDFROGE
gﬂ.ﬂthutminpipe]me};mdufihc elaction of
office bearers:

All committes positions were {illed oppuesed,
with the exception of the Treamumer position which
remained unfilied at the mectmg. (Thete were no
mnomipations §or this ome, nor for the i S0nary
positicrr. } - The subeequent commitlee meeting then
fillad the vacaney wath Arthur (as Treasurer) wd




hackilled his vazated “ordinary” committes rmem-
ber positicn with Philip. ‘The remolis are as per tha
list on the front pape. Congratalations, everyome!

L.¥.

1

The Outgoing President’s
Annual Report

{read cul by Arthur White at the AGM
in Harald Hhmarn's absence)

Audelaide, 2 June 1995

elcome 1o you all, and diank vou for smayving

for owr fBrsl Annual General Meeting. My
apelogies that I cannot be with wou, buat T am think-
ng of vou hete it Adelande even s this 15 read to
YOU.

Deapite the “diffculties of distance”™ (D “Tyrammy
of dislance™ is inversely propertdonal to the dhick-
ness of our hip pockets!), it has been a pleasare to
serve 0t your Pregdent mothis oor st vear as an
indepemdent society.

Many hardworking members have heaved apd
shoved and sratned (oot mnlike wrestling Lisviody-
aares! o move ua forward, And fortunately there
has omly been the pood land of cresking Althongh
when 11 come th croaiing some of us have 8t times
cven drifted a bl to the far side (or nem side?)

Ot isfarmality, flesdbility, lively style and spit
wire agam abundanily evident this year | bope this
will always be sa.

MEETINGS

We have bad six meetings this vear. each one has
been srochired to involve as many members as
possible mnd cach has been informative. Thank vou
to the speakers and members who have comtribarted
w0 genetolsly And thank you to the hard worang,
members who have provided the welcome refresh-
meits that geperate 211 that pseful discussion.

Committes meetings bave been well attended and E
thank the committes members fre thejr fine efforts
on oar hehxlf T especially thenk Lothar who has
l#ken the chair on my behalf on the mapy occasions
1eould not be there.

FROGCALL

nr mewsletter continues to go from strenpth to
strempth It iz onr lifeblood and ix slwavs a pleasures
to read. Kois made possible by an exemoplacy feam-
witlers, keyvboarders, envelope smifers, copier jock-
eys aild people with a Lot of gowdwill, Thank you to
Lothar, Giselle, Deborah, Martyn and others.

We need more mapbers 1o help with the newsleftar
Flease voluntesr $ight gow il you can gpare some
Time:!

FROG LICENSING AND THE NP&WS

This tme s for from plescing to report oo INegobia-
tions bave dragzed o1 now for far too lenp (perbaps
that has been their strategy!).

FRecenthy we received the NI®WSE' proposal It 1s
lndicroms. It completcly oegales the previeus
agre=ments reached betoeen the Service’s semior
menapers and the combised negotiating, team from
the AHS. the REA and FATS. In B, FATS 10l
cven mentioned & being party te the negotations!
Tadpoles arc ool cven mentioned, despite senior
muamagenend’s dectsion 1o exempt them Many of
the frog specics are gven heensing levets that are
ahwurd! And ta tap il all off, there 15 to be tu taking
fum (e wild, evep of a totally exempt species.
Thiz devclopment also flics in the face of the semer
mamAgemeEnt’s decigion.

The impedimeants (hat are plarmed are secous o 1s
and wiil chke off the contitutions thal amaterrs
can maks Lo (he eonservation sffort

There will need to be ongoing negeliations, snd we
need o wmegn mited with the AHS and REA in
this matter.

AMNIMEAT WELFARE

This is the other thorny one 1 [epert on, and after
this it's good oews!

Crur regucal bo the Royal Foological Sociery has met
with some success. Dan and 1 asked them to inter-
cede o have the severtty af controls relaxed.

The liconsing costs ave stiil for too high {5100 per
persom per vear) and the procedures for obtaining &
liccnor wmd then ot ohtatning the anthority o work
are just bevond many people whe do frog work out
of a love for frops. There are usually lonpwinded,
fnistrating and mnecessarily bureaucratic dejays m
getting a licence and ihe authoriiy.

There are stimings, hewever, 19 review the restne-
ticnis and te exempt some activities. My hope 13 that
wez will see meme than rwo pamrphlets per vear abeut
cat or monkey care [or our $100 eachk o Sewh
Amstralia the cost is $13 per vear,

Earlier this year, iyery Swan and I respomded to a
discmssion paper from NEW Anmmal Welfare sent Lo
the Austmalasian Affilistiom of Herpetolopical 3o
cieties. 4 copy of these papers is with Leahar

Cm this issue, we also need to sy together with the
AHS.

FROGWEEE 1504

I wzs vety plaaged to see how much frog anareness
has become “matigabised™ out there in the commui-
oity. We have done much to bring that about. And
Frogweek lus! yisar was as sucoessfut as in the past,
despite the drought, Thank you to all those mem-
bers whe involved themsalves in g2 many ways as
eusitle The mede gtention was again excellent,
G 1al1y in the remiomsz, where it 1s imporiant.

At a national level it went weil too, with achvincy
by Tocal Fagel ik and individuals and dnstrhations oo
every state and ternitory. The “Frogaeek 1994 Re-
gonrce Kit”, whych was put topether by maomy mem-



bers (cypecally Lother, Martyn, Karen, Gisells,
Philip and myself] way instrumental in this national
FER[WINSE.

Thank »ou {or 8 superh effort!

EMDANGERED FROG SURYEY

There i3 only “meppitg up” and last minube survey
wotk o po now, gpecifically om fhe suhwen and
winter breeding spacies.

‘I hosa members who are preparing reports oo select
species are asked to canplele them a wom a5 -
sible. Guidelines for report preparation wore soal
ot tr them in late March, 1 would lilgs 1o pet the
Eepart out by e end of Judy.

We have good data oo most species. Maiy memhers
have spent 4 host of rewarding hours peding Jols of
good information and getting <loser to Gogs. Let us
hope they will continne to be arcund to get close 10!

Yot tnembers were ablc 1o participete in the re-
cenl warkshop on the Green-and-Uiolden Bl Frog
neld at the Austrelian Museum. I is very pleasing
w see this Jevel of interest in Boes. I'm sure A,
Mizhacl Martyn, Shemw. Liz, Karen, Jacqme and
gtears will have more to say about (he wendshop.
And my thanks to Lothar for agem aclimg on mhy
behalf locally to stir up swrvey action when the
drought did break

CONTACT WITL OTIILR GROUPS

Networking. What a bot of il there has beett! And in
all divections, again by 50 many of us.

‘Ihe Fropweek mailouts went alt over the country,
the guest speaks we have done, the displavs, the
awareness stands wnd the persopal contacts. All of
this i% very pleasing and cncoursging,

FROGFACTS e il oor widest contact medium
of all. I am concerned abaouf ome pepect: the way we
are boing Used by gther organizations. Some outside
publications  have blatantly plagiarised both our
FROGFACTS and our other products, T have seen
four wmacknowledped major slabs of our informa-
tien pablished elsewhere, in bam cases, authorship 15
claimed v others’ They should know that plagia-
s is a form of thedl,

I will be writitng to them to cxpress ow eoncsrn. In
the mcantime frther isses of FROGEACTS md
ether information we produce, abready inchude an
acknowledgment  tegoirement  clawse it o
“copying permitted” weiver (562 FROGFACTS 5).

I huse i of s with the knowledge and skill can
find time {o write fore FROGEACTS in the aear
funwe. They are widely read and well received. A
credit tn the authors, contnbmors =nd e FATS
Greap!

AND : FOTURE

Meetings, Frogral!, nogoliations with NT&WE and
Arimel Welfare, Fropweek and FROGFACTS ape
already oo the agenda.

The pewt Hig One iz of conese FROGWEER. 53,
‘This vear il canmot be 2 natiomal week - some salcs
have chosen woeks (st suit their local conditions.
That was cxpected. I'm confident st will be as ef
fective as it’s the last twe vears. Il is bound to be
different, bocause each vear new opporiumities
arige, Aren't we s fuch like frogs? Oppormnism
is alive and well!

T wish the inemming commitice well: [ hope the
members continue to applad vour fine efforts,

| believe (his coming spring - smmmer will be a
tipper segson All the kmg-range weather indicatonrs
peint to 4 bumper frog season!

I look forward to socimg wou 2l wheo ['m nest
Svdney. It wom't be oo long and I'm semry it wasn't
torught.

Kleep crmaking!

Harald Ehimann
President

A Letter to the Minister

F I “he foliowing letter was sent to the Minisier for

ths Covirenment. Appended to it 15 2 copy of 2
lotter semt to her department. AL the date of this
igge poing to print (12 7.43), no reply lo cither
letler has vet been received.

his F I Aflan 13, 4. 1995
Minisler for the Frvivenment

Level ¥, St James Centre

111 Elizaheth Sireat

Sytney 2000
Dear hdimister,

s Children whe ooliect tadpoles are
currently breaking the Law.

+ Catching and keeping tadpoles 1o
watch their developmens into frogs
is a [ong-esteblished commumity
practice. 11 is for many a cormer-
stonie activity in their development
of binlogical, ecological amd envi-
roamental awarenest.

» It is impossible in mosr cases for
the pubfic and for NPWS to iden-
tify the tadpoles they may find.

& [tis legai fo buy a frog field guide
bar ilkegal to pick ap 2 Schedule 12
frog o identify it

« The public cannot ke common
frogs into o1 ouk of their own gar-
dems fattbough importanc frog
swamps <am be drained!)



#  Thare is much community interett
in the plight of frogs hut the law
disempowers them. from helping.

The Froz and Tadpole Study Groap of NSW Inc is
a society of amateurs and professional biologicts
whi sre concemed about frog copseryation amd
alrul the present shorlage of basic mowledge and
of cotpmmry education on frog igsmes.

Dur 300 members are enpaped o making their
gardens of properties frop friendty, in frog keeping
sl pther practcul frog studics. We slage an ammzal
Frogwesl and an mopning Ausiralian Frop Comet
with wide public particapation and media coverage:
we are conducting an Endangered Frog Survew (for
which we eeeived a 331000 DEF grant), we are
the inheries of the Fropwatch programme and are
utiplemmenting @ [Iog componeml it Shreamwanch.
Hor these achwnties we nead the ability to enthuse
shool childrem amd (o anvelve the public at large.
And licensing requitements as currantly proposed
by NPWS are not helping with st We fee] they
have pone ngh! back to square one.

We mre particularhy alammed over, a5 we see Il A
gnddey haste by the Service to finalise licensing for
birds mmd to throw frogs m with them, »ath hiflle
consideranion for anemalies such as the samples
mighhghtad ahove.

A tmeeting of enr represantatives with vour would be
vt apprecaated.
Yoors faithfully,

Laothar ¥orgt
President
el 3712129

corl

15 6. 1993
Mr Adastasr Howard
Executive Dhrector [Chperatioms)
Mational Parks & Wildlife Service
P Box 1967
Hursiville 2220

Re: Licensing Proposal for Frog Specics
[Jear Mr Howard,

I am writing {o respond for the FATS Growp to your
letter of 19 5. 93, which vew had addressed to Mr
Cetry Swan of the AlLS apd of which he forwarded

# opy o s,

As you may be aware, the FATS {roup was mmtil
Orlober 1594 a Specipl Interest Grovp of the Aus-
traliam Herpetological Society Inc but has sioee
thett beet wearporated in ite owm right with 2
membership of over 30K} We have an excellent
working smanzement with the AHS. and the FATS
Cronygs will B commeanting on aspects of your pro-
posal relating to amphibians.

an thay also tecall that the FATS Groop bas been
mvplved in discossions with yom Service, along
with the AHS, REA and with individusd profes-
sional herpetalogists. A jount proposal to your then
Acting Diirector General D Shepherd, was fimmu-
Lated abent one and 2 balf vears apo.

Wielst we appreciate thet wu have now re-
cotiimencaed steps to remedy the present confising
amd 1msatisfactory sination, we woald like to see
that licensing docs nol betome cotmterproductive
by impeding gublic and amatew perticipation in
frog conservmtion Howewer, womr present dradt
gives us ressom for conoorns inthe areas of collett-
ing fogy and wdpoles of handling for idennfica-
tion in the field of specics in your excompt and
licensing satsgoriss #nd of the reporting amd [ee
strochme for linensing We hope that yen will see
o Inpar as comstructve and as asgisting in the
developmenl of 3 milional wurkinge Systen
Collectiog of frogs: n our view there has been a
taest significant improvement m the legal protes-
tiem afforded to endangered frops since the habitats
of Schadnle 12 frogs have become protectad n
Decembwr [99]. T amt sore you wall agree that the
ether meamme {sioen at the same time, making the
collecting of ali frops and tadpoles illegal, had ne
discemible cffect on popalation densities. We can-
not paint to e singla spacies where nop-commertial
cellecting wisuld have teduced popitlation densities,
either pricr o that dale or wow.

The reasens we nevertheless support a ban oo cel-
lectmyg (but oot on handling fov identification) of
rare and endangersd frogs are simply B e o the
safe side and becanse it may assist you m enforoe-
memnt of habitat prodection. Rare frogs in H3W are
oo Jifficult to find tn have ever attracted & level of
collection that could compare with namral mortal-
ity loszes. Becanse of the FATS Growp's abality ta
engage N seientfically supetvised licensed capriva
breeding and in pon-caplive brosdmy progtanines
of rare and other frog species, licensing require-
ments should et have the cffect of disonpraging
such ocivities.
‘That frogs om the exempt [i=f can be ool-
lected from the wild (for noo-commercial
purposcs} withoidl @ licemoe, and that
frogs on the Class 1 and Clazs 3 1ists wim
b el lacted By holders of meh licenees.

That frogs can be caught, wWentified and
nrmesdiately teleased in the feld without
a4 licence {Thiz 15 an Importent compo-
nent of the Frogwatch, Streamwalch,
Australisn Frog Count snd Hndanperad
Frog Smrvey projects, for which brosd
community aul sohwool wvelvement and
volunteer partidpation are required. )
Collecting of tadpoles: There is an obwous
practical reamon why collecting tadpoles cannol
effectively be hammed: children wilt continne te do
so ayway. Furthermore, they showld be suppartad



in this, with guidance, to allow them to experience
im edueational azpect of natere to wiich they will
readity take and to develop sm carly mteresl m
wildhfe vonscrvation.
As tou are well aware, the non-commercial collect-
g of ladpoles iz of no ecological consequence, as
all commonly encomtered frag speces are explo-
sive breeders which produce far more tadpoles than
cam be smsmined Whers the epvironment remains
intaed, it is often the Diomass of ladpeles that drives
whole coosystems. Awy tadpeles collectad they wifl
- tperceptibly - reduse the food availabibity to
seavenpers and predators. miber than the size of
the aclt frog peoilation,

Wihether 3 “bag limit” would have a posiive prac-
tical or educativnal alfect is not clear to us, We are
horavever certain that ecologically it would also be
insipnificant We wonld be happy to asnst by pro-
vidieg educsltionsl material oo tadpole Teanng,
whick could include any topics of concem 1o v,
Tadpeles of Schedule 12 specics cannot be treated
diffcrently as they can’t be recopnisad by the pub-
Lic, or by Service siaff for thal maticer, They @e oot
likelw to bee emeoanterad,

Of the two issoes, licensing after metamorphosts
and previntmg Uenslocations. we view Lhe second
problem as the mere important ope, We would
therafore nol anpport a requirament that froglels be
either licemsed or released immediniehy  after
metamophosis. As g baich of tadpoles will pever
mtamaphose al lhe same thoe (1 15 more bpi-
cally over a period of six wonths depending om 2
range of chreumstances), it would be counterpro-
duative lo require too mamy trips for release at the
site of onpin. Added to tas is the poor mescmblance
of very youtty frogs o the aduts described in feld
guides, 5o that in aany cases neithwr the pubilic oo
WFWS officers will be able bo ascortaim whether
the froge are exempt mntil they are foee to aiv
months ofd.

Recommendatiom 3:

That gl tedpeles are exempl fiom Licens-
ing, and that they can be taken from the
wild

B ion &

That juventle Gogs be exenyy until they
can e cleardy identificd, and that up o
six months after metamorphosts shoold
te allowed

cndation 3

Where tadpoles and Bogs are meleasad
this must be done at the site of origin if it
still casts, mthrrwise at o sujtable site as
close to the site of erigm as possible.

Ex¢mpi xpecies and species for Class 1 and
Class 3 Licences and prokibited species; We
da ot undergand why so many frop species pro-
poeed for the exempt Jist by us, the AHS, REA and

independent sendor sclentists, were moved By you
bl Chis | and [rom <Class 1 to Class 3 or the pro-

hibitcd iist, We are nat aware of sy scetopical or
other copcerns that would justify this acton, and
we feel your proposed list is counterproductive. [t
wourtd mhibil public and Emator involvemenl o
I womservationy: it would drown cut the species

requining monitoring with & morass of others: 1l
would continue to give the impreszion the Service

& aptgporashc (o public and smateur ol vemsnt
in frog stadies and i would needlessly maease the
bardem of paperwork lor both sides,

Meedtess to sav, for any frop species that coudd not
b bigally obtuined from the wald, ir wanld be im-
possible to umdertaks captive studies or captive
breeding by amatewrs altogether, 25 no caplive-beed
Fops of any species olher (hen the 1wo or three
oWt cOtMe ones are at present available Amva-
ter involvement in frog studies has twen and
ghould continme 1o be an essential major clement in
the colloctive effort bemy made to gather the nec.
essary ecological data o mamage frog populations.

At the Fune FATS Grovp meoching our members
have cxpressed muach cemcern and distrest of a
situaticn where in the end wory few artable frops
are ¢htpinable from the wild, with the list of fogs
availabl: on licence nselessty swelled by species
thal sre umyvaileble in practice, There is much
potendial bitterness amengst o members on this
isvue hat winld need 1o be addressed.

Recommendation 6

That the list of frog species for exemption
and fr Class 1 and Class 3 Liecooes aml
for prohibited species, ax proposaed by the
AHS, REA, FATS Group ad independ-
ent senior herpetologists {and not the list
mopesed e WEWS on 10 3 95) he nsed
as a basis i disenssicn of 2 final list
and that such a discussion take place as
S0 85 possitle.

Reporting and fee structare for licensing: In
ardet to penatate public and membership enthusi-
asm in frop studies and frop comservation, we
would prefer an anrual instead of a six monthly
rehm fox Class 3 leenmces. It woukd equally assist
the Bervice in coocentrating resources where they
are: most effective, m perticolar af the st of frops
requiring Bicances is kept manageably small. With
frops, we alzo expect there 15 1oa little activity mat-
side the meesding season 1o make spemoihly re-
porting relevant.

We mgsume that vour reesom By prefertdng six
monthly reporting iz for monitoring poposes of
frogs taken legally from the wald. As the Iosses off
foes though nanmal casses is totally unkoorsn
(theugh vasily larger than any figures available for
oopyborzig ), we sugpest thal such fne fining 15 not
feazibla.

Recarmmendation 7

That aonwal reportmg By Class 3 licence
holders shoald be seffictent.

Unless your b stucture 15 mbended as @ disoour-
agement for studving these frop species that need it



the most, we suggest 2 midorm 1ow fee for all li-
cence hilders. We find the woluntary weah sf the
vounger and the retired scetions of the commumnrty
of particitlar value o o conservatiom propranmes
s revierdmy to emeelves. It 15 precisely these
less afftuent sections that would be singled out and
dpouporticoate]ly  demstivaled by high  licenos
fccs.

That fees for Class 3 licences should be
ne higher than tor Clags T licences.

The FATS Group would also appreciale your come-
firmation that licences will, or will in most cases
b avanlable “over the commber”™, a3 a maticr of oghil
(such as with dmwvers licences) uwrdess a Jdefined
mopediment cxiss, rather tham subaesd 1o discretion
by izsuing officers.

Revnmendatjon 9;

That critemia for issuing licences should

be pre-defined and publicly availabie,
Az pou wnll understand from the above, we have
serines concatns that vour progosed draft Heensing
strocture will continue M impede the stody and the
vomservation of Gops. It mey At bicds, bt it does
wid B Frogs.

(hr comeérns e beighlened nver o percepbion
that you may now be working o a tight deadline
ant mav ool be in a positicn: to give oog ikensang
vomsideralions the separale reatment they desave.
Onr frop conservation wink [sach as the Australiag
Frog Count, the Endangered Frog Survey, Frog-
weszk the Fropwatch programme with the Austra-
fian hMuseum and the plagned Fop compomen! In
Strcamwatch) relies beavily on generating com-
ity pasticipationy, and we are #lso wiskog W oa
tight desdlime: The 21 declining frog specics n
MEW camnot walt for the Service to eventually get
it right

Representmives of the Frop and Tadpole Sdy
Group of N3W Ine would be pleased to mecl with
vourscl and other semior officers of the Service,
perhaps at the Australisn Musetim 25 2 venne. We
wnuld alsy be mvitingy mdependent zemior herpe-
tologisis to that meeting.

Sincerely,

Lothar Yorgt
Prosident
[l 371-5124)

P8 A copy of this laticr i3 glso appended to a
lettar =emf to the Minider Mz P D Allan

] ﬁ/ﬁ
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The Serpentaria Search

n Saturday the 0L of June, 20 kesn FATS

Groups members headed off to Taronga Zoo
for a “behind the scencs™ tow of the Serpentaria,
vourtesy of Terry Boyian, the Divisional Mansger.

After a quick trip through the z00's back lanas we
conld look dewn en 1o these new enclosures, butlt
at a cost of 33 mullier The Serpentana’s Gtout
alagte cost $300 000, Tt is0't 1l magnificent!

We bad 2 quck mspection of all the {Sresm-and-
(rojden Belt Frop tads in vuldoor coplamers, Tieu
parcots bad been restusd from the doomed Rose-
bery site, and the tads will start off 2 new colony
omce a4 suitsble refease stte iv found. Luckily they
are gacy to breed in captivity (Bronx Zoo even has
adult cmes oo their soples list), and the tads arc
gquite hardy - twice weekly they get powred thrvugh
4 mieve ot water chanzing time, apparently with np
il effacts,

In otte of the back rooms. at the bottom of 3 lares
tank with chilied water there lives a monster of a
Japanese Giant Satagpaoder. This febow = BIGE
The otber bolding and quarsntine woms we were
shown threugh were nicely warm All replile cages
therz are portable, 5o the inmates can be taken
rmiside {or real sunshine: rows and rows of flimther
cages with cinry handles, tops of fine wire mesh
and glass only on the door in front. When indoors,
cach cage stends partly o & thermoestatically con-
trolled hest pad Attached o the cages sy specind
instructions {“Crickets and magpots oohy™, “Nol to
be opemed by Work Experience sudents™) cards
with feeding records and . wiewe the mhabilan! can't
be trusted, antdveneoe.

Aunong the antmeals that canght our eves were Fijian
Banded Ipuamas vacsmids, chameleone, marine
turtles 2nd a large mumber of assorted reptiles that
bad been seized by WPEWS and by Costoms,

Then to the back of the public exhilbits, where Terry
epetin] endiass rows of access doors to the displays.
The vounger FATS Groupers Wwere busy finding and
counting the frogs end alco waving at the public
behind the glass. I was a bit hard to tell who was
on show and must have confused the frops wo end.

Compared to the mptiles, only 2 few frops arc
shown, and they are oot eagy 10 Tovd i their nat-
mally bndscaped cages. [And, we mmderstand, the
Zoo conldn’t st 3 permit to catch the guite com-
moen Blue Mountains Tree Frag Lironia civvepa for
its display.y Two displey capes wepe exceptions
though' The Dromg Poison Arrewe Frops Denden-
Bates netorius were ghways on the move and
Noiding wrestlmg matches Amazon IndiEans s
posedly use tham to dyve parrets Teathers with. The
opes at Taromga are startlingly  black-and-vellow
(bt look a1 the curremt issme - wol. 9 - of dgua
Geographkica for the vast range of colowr forms of
thi= varinhle gpecias)

The other remarkable froe digplay 15 in the aninm,
with large palms, fems, waterommses, Diamond
Pvhons, Gmeen  Pylems, "Papted Twdes™



{ Famudure subglohass from Cape York) and - it
far it - {neen Tree Frops, ali biving fogether with-
out ealing =ach other!

There ar= al=o larpe rainforest and movnlam sTeam
displays for the veally big reptiles, there are caves
of taalistic artificial rock and deserts with spinifex.
Al are very realistic Iooking and truly beautinil.

The Ecmodo ldragon has & gremt indoor-outdoot
enclomme, the mdor part being 2 oOM-5ived cross-
secbom through its wedsrgreund burrow. The poor
devil has boen alone without a wilble partner fir
many vears now. Dear President Socharto, if you
want 1o semd us an ambassador we wonld uly love,
you now know what we ane looking for

W were hard pressed W come up with ideas 10
muprove the exhibits amy further, wnd the feel of the
landsceping is just right Taronpa is 10 be congratu-
laved for having dene the job superbly well. Jast
look at the pablic's smiling faces vo the other side
of (he glass!

I won haven'l seen the Scpentaria vet it's sucly
worth it Thanks three millien, Temry, fon heving
ghown us throtgh snd for having made thiz expern-
ence possible for e

Cizelie Howard, Lothar Voigt

For Your Calendar

ropweek, according to tadition, is e fie

wesk m November. I you v Lelp, plesse

donate some of your time, sither hefure or dur-
ing Frogweek. We need to set up and staff digpleys,
explain to groups, t2ik o schools, tafk 10 the media,
heng Jeafiets up, send resouree kits oul and much
mwore. The next issue will pet down 1o business.

The Ku-ring-gai Wildflower Festival is on the
243 Septermber weekend. If yous'd like to be one of 2
team to loak after a FATS iable dizplay snd mem-
bership drive, please pive me (Lothar) & call on (U2}
371 5120

The Study and Care of Frogs and Reptiles course
will sttt on Wednesday, 61h September in Rose
Bay. Ten cwenings, onee a weck outside scheol
holidays, $80, handson fon. Ring Lether on {023
3719129,

The Herp Readers” Club will start off later this
year of the Austraiiim Reptile Park in Gosford
Rngma:infmma]mﬁngs,ﬁwlmaflmsof
bocks an frogs and repiiles for the parpose of giving
each cther a sommiary o them That way ooc can
g through 2 1ot of material witha having to read
them 4ll. Staring date not yer fixed Ring Jolm
Weigel at the ARP on ((43; 7R3 3]] if interested m
the idea.

LV,

Froggy Happenings

be Weath Frog (Liore Hdohai} is one of
our Endsnpersd Frog Survey spectes: I was
foumrd ab two sites on the same day:

Cmnmbab State Forest
¢ Saturday. 24th June (ves, in winker)
s 1715 10.5"C, clear snd calm

» Fawcells Dam Bread. Therc iz a small man-
made dam ot the end of this track. A cement
wall has been built scross a nmung creck. The
depth ranged from about 75 cm W 5 om, with
sand and leal Litter hase.

s  {osford sandsloms formation; the sedl Gpe In
this pully is predominantly clay.

o Wet sclcrophyll forest with mainforsst underste-
ey elements. The King Fom Todee barbara
averhangs the edge of (he dany oo (W0 Sides.

a A gingle Litoria littlejolms was calling from an
overhsmgmg King Fern, 80 cm alave the water.

Katen recorded the call at o distance but as we got
closer the frog shut up and wys more than 4 late
reluctant to continne calling. The recording wis
played back to the frop which was sull reluctant to
call but did manage 2 few vagus woises. Kaen
spatted the frog perched on the fem It had large
dark Trewn nuptial peds The bright crange grom
colonr extendead all the way to the ommpe under the
arm, and the upper surface of the front md hind feet
were 4150 Orange.

Large Brown-stripad Marsh Frog (Limnaodymastes
peronti) ladpoles and Yabbies (Cherar destructa}
were alsg i the dam,

()].LE}' Statbe T ipast:
e 1335 8 5°%C, clear, slightfy windy
a  Sawmill dam - Watagan Forest Road

& Open foresl, Previdiam escdenen aod Lomar-
drer fomaifolia understomy vegetation

» Hawkostury ¢ Gosford sandstone geolopy

Two Litoric Litilgelrs werc callmg, one froat
emergent vegelation at the end of the dam about i
om above water level. Three Litera verremuni
ware alsa calling, making feconding very difficult.
The L, verrecnixil call started aller W L. ligfefabmi
and fimished belore the L. fittlgohm call The two
L. Littlefolni alwo staggered their calls,

Three types of tadpoles were alse in the dam: v
tree Frog spevies and one ground frog species.

The Giant Horrowing Frog (Heleloporus qusira-
ftavus) is another ENDFROGS specics. On 8th July
we founyd its large black tedpotes at Mammumarra
Maticnal Park, tegether with tadpoles of the Brown-
striped Marsh Frog and of 3 Preudaphnrie and a

I Iperaleia specics.
Jacquie Recsei, Karen Thumm



Red-crowned Teadlbets, now 3 vears and 2 rromths
old, have produoed their third clmeh. This after a
hreak of onby 52 days. They laid 27 eggs. o three
separite clumps. As both males were after the fi-
mule: al the same time, we miay cod up for derens of
paternity eits!

Karen Thumm

Harnld Cogger has retired as deputy direcior of the
Australiay Muscum. He is now simply an institu-
tiom in his own right Dest wishes From all of us,
und 2 special big thanke from all us amalcurs for
having kept herpetolagy alive for us! After October,
when Hal is back from Sumatra, he may just have a
few slides to show us of his lates! cxpedition!

Kenica will soon be adombng bus sides m Svdney
with 3 rict of beantiful frogs and tadpales. Tadpoles
waunming into g packet of film and fogs bopping
aut on the sther side. 1% they gl processed in there
or do they develop? Let's hope the tises will stil
be dressed up for FROGWEEK., capecialty the City
Hoppers.

Tinds Creek is free' The mushroom compost
wanufactmers eventoally withdrew the develop
roent application because it wes petling too hard for
them, The piace is smack inside Wollemi Naticnal
Park and 1ight next to Gibha Swamp which is 2
frogs” parndise. We're duing a joinc frogging pil-
gromage there with the Hawkeshry Naticnal Parks
Assaciatiom to celebrate the victory,

Corkiroach traps sell br 51705 ot the “Fot Cen
e m 127 York St sear the QVE in Swiney. No
polsen, no glue, fust bisauts or peanut butter for
bait. s the dear hittle roaches stav lively agd oowr-
ishing. Martyn now deamgles them down stormwster
drains.

Green Tree Frogs are forever, There is a Himopean
bred coc that came inio Jun Nedved's care as e
adult 29 vears ago. It sll lives m Praguc, at a
friend’s place. Harbara Bird, on hearing this, &id a
quick calulation. Hers also carme imfs ¢woe 35 an
edult, 29 vears ago! And is still gaing strong, In
Piitaater.

The Thternet is frogging up' Barbara Harvey dis-
covered the Inlormet version of Froglog at the ad-
dress amphibiandeclime@ucdavis.cdn, Froglog is
the mewslefter of the Werld Conservation Union
(TUCH}, Species Swrvival Commission, Declining
Amphibian Populations Task Force,

Mertyn found a 5 page arbicle of 22, 5, 95, s
puelkerimmail btviory on  amphiblan  disappear-
amce. The tile 1z “Mew perspective on loss of spe-
Gies”.

Tob McNaught from the Angio-Australian Observa-
tory, well, be observed au cntry of 6. 5. 55 by a
Donna Logon: “MNo handsome prinecs: To combat a
drought, farmers 1o the Rapgpur province of Bang-
ladesh are catching frogs and marrying them 1o each
other o enooumape rein. Both Kismic and Hindn

weddifp ceranonies are being used. and the hitched
croakers arc then released heck imto the ponds
where they were caught T've done it befipe and 3t
wirked'. one farmer satd Ar least 12 Fog wedding
ceremanies have been performed in the region in
revent davs.” {A case of the 1n] waggng the dog,
which, if you try 3G does work too. The dug be-
cames happier. ) - 1 assume the “each other™ refors
to the flogs and not the frmers.

Kob has also ohserved that there is geod frogginp
around Coonabarabran ondy after the beavy rains w
January. Hepe: 4o see you then, Rob.

Green-and-Galden Bell Frogs were the sulyjesd ol
the: Func AHS meeting. Michelle Chrisbe talked
about radic-tracking them with transponders.

Herpaofaung is pow being subseribed t9 by 120
FATS members, which is about [0% of its enhire
circulaticy. The cigrent issve is a very frogey one.

Practical Agreriwms aud Wider Gardens may
bave caught yomr attention ot newsagents. It mons an
oecasiontel frog columm and it ists the FATS Group
ITl CYCTY ISSIE.

The North Cozst has sent ns actioms-pechked mm-
uies fom their st frog Comumitter mesnng. Con-
eramulations, the Morth Coast pesds you! Cunlacls
e Tracey Ablen om {366]1 217-783 and Lance Far-
vey on (D66} 283 RYT.

The Sharp-snowred Day Frogs { Tondaotpins gm-
firosrix) at Melbourpe Zoo have all died  They
were the ouly known survives of this Quesnsland
species, and the zoo was hoping to save the specics

through a breeding progreenme. The tragic news of
their Toss eomes from the Victortan Frog Group's
newsletter,

LY.

Disease Information Needed

aes amyane koow of a disease affecting juves
mile and adult frogs which has (he followang
svmptoms?
»  Lozz of appetite and lethargy
& Mo artémpt made to shelter, mst sits oul o the
ey day and might
¢ Aboul three davy later, legs po wesk and tend
to stretch out

=  Amms grow weak snd Oog dies. psmally in the
position of hying on stemach with arms folded
down alongside the body and legs stretched out
paraliz] topether

* HNo cxterna! signs sch a5 giim problems or
pasping

If vou Iave any experience with an illoess that tis

these mvstery sympioms, pleasc give me a Mg a

(023637 2557,

Deborsk Perpolott



vou #{1l be abliged to k24 vour bomb off at
home.

i also Tee} compelled to expose to the pulddi
certain underprownd testing resnlis involy-
ing the iregs. These results will make your
plamned tests redondant and teey may also
serve ¥ou 25 a valuable eye-apener:

Claude Explodes a i _ - .
L] @ orthern anjo rog
French Letter (Limnodynasies lerraregings) and the
] ; o riant Borrowing Frog [(Heleppory:
I Il., Claudet Thit's an .ﬂm'ﬂl'd .I[Ijl-'I curiamn m anstrafiocus) kiep their eyes wide open
Yol Gogiway. T neatly polsiipk st in their onderpronnd chambers. This
That, my lady, is the French flag. It is only was dested nang the Teepk -Cage; 2 fle-
blockitey the doarway becanse it is on half mast vite invented by the FATS Group's
1 cut it indo ribbons so people crn met through, President himoelf Tt has a sloping slass
; ] : pane right bohiod fhe front glass, almost
My, we are being gom todazy, arent we? And tonching the front glass at the bottom nf
wihiere by o soestache? the tape but sboar 10 cm eway from the
" fromt mear the top, The space hetwern
It is down the sink. And 1am no longer French. " 7
the ool glass and tee sloping pame is
What? filled with appropriatc svit, and the frog
. will dig down as far as it will flt and will
Fam Chinese now. ke 15 chaeber: agaiiat. the froat
But why, Clande? glass. Tape 3 sheet of black cardboard
; 1o the front of the cage, along the top
Because 1 alnum mﬁmud! Hb?::hf “q‘hm oaly 5o that vox can lift the cardboard
DPBWSF'P?T‘ 5 ! “'*“"d THHL flap to see that the frogs are watchiegf
Sestonplodiis bt dad e roptn ) vorr, Mr Chirse. (I believe Mr Deep-V
ﬁeures.....l. mnj i par les pays du hﬁu— als0 wunts vou 1o know, § opc Presi-
ft"t'_";““ Be AR alies.... aTeTrogs Tighting dent 1o anther, that this is what Frog-
dirty? watch is really about.)
Ldon't seeatall .. +« The Turtle Frogs (Mypobavachus goseldi)
Atoll? No, voe can’t see the atoll, It Is getting have their eyves Gghtly chsed nader-
blewn to bits. & bad example, especislly at 2 ground Ebmann’s famows tesi appars-
fime whon other governments are cowly berom- tus, a5 big as an apright piano, was filled
ing more civilised! B may of course be a lony with & criticsl pixtore of saod and turtlc
march, now that | am Chinese. frogs. Kt was oot detotated, but neverthe-
‘. bess the frops hed kept their eyves firmly
y Dl you say wremyg magch? shot. (Mt Epright-Pianoe aise wivhes you
Yes, long march. to kvow, frvm one immediate past Presi-
ez ; 5 denst to hopefolly another, that keepiog
But you’ll still go frogping, Clude? one's eves closed is oo defence for any
1 willl go flogging. Mavhbe 1 will become a flage}- frog )
lant. s The Waterholding Frog (Cpolorans
Chsh Tosildint:do k. patpcephals) ooald not see through s
) v layvers of cocoonskdn, whether tis eves
Ju that case, my lady, if you <an't join thom, were open or not. Bet when dug up and
beat thegh. squeezed firmly it porforas a troe public
Firt how?? How can one heat something like that? service, just like any govermmett adwini-
stration. In thic coamtry, Mr Chirac, we
I am sending Jacque Chirac a French letwer. It don’'t eat frogs. We drimk them. They are
may be the only thing ke underscands. Would our friends.

1 L ]
you lik ta soc &3 I »ish wc cowld sav the same of vou, Mr

Well i, Ereally ... Lhirec. What are you, a Banjo Frog or @

. 5 Tartle Frog or 2 Waterholding Frop? Why

::f:;rlt is. An apen French letter. 1 will trans- are you digzing yourself in, just af a time

i when the world is trving 1o pive up the bomb

“Dear Mr Chirac, altogether? Whe do you want it for, amyway?

It doesn't hold watcr. Btop being so irra-
tivmsl and we may even give you 8 squeeze!

I regret to inform you that T heve decided o
become Chinese, and that I heraby invite all
other French in the Parific sres to do the Yours edc i
same. The CThinese povemment will then Chande™
serely claim Chinese Polynesia as theirs and

10



| erm Viekaris, the Mallee Spade-

There! And I will enclose ibe |as1 eipht issoes of
Frogeall and send it all to Monsicur Chirax,
President de 1a Republique, Palais de 1'Elysec,
55 rue du Fasbourg-Saint-Honore, 75008 Paris,
Frapie, You may wish io do the same, of conrse

Well that is a Freoch letier if I ever saw ope! [
thought fir o minwe

Surely, my dear lady ...

[ did. Becanse you always transport flies assuwnd in
them. Why ¢ vou do that and hew do you get
them oul of there?

Becawse flies spread disease. Buk fhey can't
escape from these infladed gadgets. Meither can
they escape while yon whiesh them into your
frog rage, becaoee ¥ou don't bave to take the
whaole cage Hd off Always keep 2 very lightly
inflated ome with freshly atched bouse fies in
the fridge, and anotber with Blow flics. At
foeding time, blow them np, k4 the flies warm
ap unidll they can fly again, and then give anch
cage A Bictle whoosh,

Is il hamtl to pet themn into those wretched things?

Mo harder than anything else. Your fiv papae,
foom your friendly frogware siore or FATS
Groap raffie, pet put into s swiall epon con-
taiher incide & plastic rape with a clip-on Lid
After several days st warmish TOOm tempers-
tute: the flies will hatch Then pol the plastic
cage indo the fridge amtil the flies fall down onte
the cage fioor. While they are sill too cld to
mave, simply fumnel them lsto one of these bal-
lpony things. Inflate very lighthy, close ofT with a
cloihes peg and piet back into fridpe where they
will keep for about two weeks,

- Rare frog signals end of drought -

By Environment Heporter
SIAON BENSON

AN Aboriginal lefend telle of &
fat voung [rog appeacing froo
under the desert earth to be a
gipm af impending rain or flood

Many mighl se€ it timely then
that a rare zpecies of desert
burrowing (FpE. 1oL seen before
in NEW, har appeared on the
drought-stricken western plains.

Previously ondy foend in Soukh
Auvstralla and doer parte of west

fooc o Painied Burrowing Frog
has emerged in o private conser-
vation sanciuary. The Inog phows
ta & length of sem and stores ils
cwti food and water like a mmel

Its find has excited sclentists
and conpervatiomicts batslize the
Irog is pae of ondy 20 vertebrates
ouk of 40,000 which are "hatilre's
g% examples of genetic engin
epring”

Ready for min . . . a Mallee Spadefoot emerges from the desert

Claude, there's an awfil lot of flies in vour shop, I
thiught vou sid they couldn’t escape?

Huuse flies can escape from the bid of the plastic
cape, unless you stuff some paper into the fin-
gerhald of the clear windnw in the Tid T jest
found oml mysell And I tnce popped an over-
tlown, weli, er, balloon, whh 3 few bhundred
Elrews Tl i 2.

And paw they can™t got past that French flag
vour dooraay?

No. Ther'd lather lisk getting eeten by the flogs
than becoming Flench Flies! Buk they are lapid

bleeders. Explosive hleeders, jast like the flogs.
Beth kinds of flaggies.

Ly

A Gentle Reminder

ernbership fees were due a2t the end of My

Thank you to sil those who have paid co
promptly. If it's slipped your mind, there is a -
oeval fom i your lust Froegeal! issuc. Should you
hove lost the form, please ting me on (02) 397
2066 (h) and TN send you another ome. Mamy
thamk=!

Giselle Howard

Evalution has allowed Neoba-
trachis Pivlus to double s uen-
her of chromosomes Lo 35 — two
more than humahs — o adapt to

Australinn deseTts.
T Michaal Mahongh from the
' Undversily of New e adnutred

seigztists were sl nncertain of
| whot the doubling of ehrane-
| 50Ies Ackually R iis.
“Ther are 4 natural biological
aboralory,” DT Mahoney sald.
“They can ve onderground for

up tp threeand ix years between
droughts. If they do appear an
the zurfare it usUalty 2 2ign that
thers is sufficient min for hresd-
ing and feeding.”

The aszistant manager of the
16 ithe Scotla Sanctuary hear
Beaken Hill, ©atherine MoQnrie.
said the emergence of the frog
had coincided with the Orst rain
sitee JAnUary.

“I discovered it outslde opur
aceommHwlation quatters when

the hozes were on" she said
“1 wentoutside atd Lhere was Lhis
frpg. It might have thought the
hoss was i and so il catne up"”
The freg 5 the st amphibian
to be found 2t the sancluaty.
T'he Nationa] Parks and Wid-
hfe Service has alsa launched a
search for the rar Green and
Gold Rell Frog onl the central
M5W coast &5 part of s’ cn-
dangered SPECIES FECOTETT DlaTL,

-
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