FROG CALL No. 11

Membearshg, The Editarial and Everything

P O box E4058, St James 2000 unbif ey 94

2 0.Box A2405, South Sydney 2000 after May 94
Telephane enquiries:

Harald Ehmann {11 8) 257 S5BS Fax (02) 217 4024
Dawid illar & Martyn Eohinson (02) 339 82726

NEXT MEETING
Friday 6th May1 994
700 far 7:30 pm
Hallstraom Theztre, Australian Museurmn
icnr. College & William Streets, East Sydney)
Wilkiam Street entrance and follow the sigr.
Spoakers
Gunther Schmida will talk on''Frag Fhotograpty
Various: On their favourite frag anly 5 shdes per person please
{tnchude vourselt it you would like to show 5 slides-we wan! to ses ther
We aiso promise I have aff the hice things on at the beginning of ihe meeting for anyorie nol miterested in the political
siuff (wha is 7). Last e we had some new young peopie who could not stay an forevar istening to the ofter rubbish, . (f
nciced a few older ones nodding off too) We wrpe them fo come again ‘tause you'li gotf to see much more froogy stuff
thes e,
AE Zlways Visitors welcame

Refreshments provided

Lipdates on rumours, news and projects
(Afer evenythitig else)Speciat Genaral Meating
ishort and sweet) to vote on the incorporationftules of the association
Annual General Meating and Election of New Committee-If necessary

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Friday August Sth F.AT.S.Group Mesting

Snday Cetober Fth F & T.5 Group Meeting.
Manday 21,10, 84 t¢ Sunday 511,54 FROGWEEM
Frday December 2nd F 4. T.8.Group Meeting
Friday February 3rd 1985 F A T.S Group Meating

THE LAST MEETING

*Harald showed his slides of Marama- Mary species ware represented and the exhibitions were good  The live
reptile) shows waie extremely popular. especially with the children. (At ane stage they lay several children side by side
&h the stage and stretched a python across them!)

*Harald cutlined his resslution atowt the contribution of amateur herparologists, which was carried at the
meeting of the Congress It was designad to encourage amateur involvement and to urge rewiew of consarsation
legislation and administration without erecting barmers against amateurs

*Glen Shea gave 3 concise run-down on the proposed legislation changes within NPA&YYE.

Glen with input from the AHS, F A T S Group and institutional professionals, has been spearheading changes to the
MNPEWS Act on regulations to allow 8 reasanable exsmpt list for bath coltecting and keeping of rephiles and frogs. Most
reptiles and frogs could then be collected by amateurs and kept with an over-the-counter routing licence.

Five categaries of reptiles and frogs are being proposed to NPEWS, the [owest (184) holding the majority of tha
spacies. The other categones deal with animals that are.

3) rare of nard to keep

4) that are endangered or sthersse unsuitable for keeping without a scremitic reason
o) dangerous elapids,

More on this when i all comas together. .

*Nobady appears to have noticed (except Harald and Lothar) but our two mascot frogs disappearad from the
Frogoall 10 newsister, The newsletisr slave apologises for any emotional distress caused by this unfortinale oversight
and assures the powers that be, thet the problem will not re scour fother things will probably be wrang instead) | also
apologise o Harald for calling him a rude name af the last meeking.
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*MichaeIﬁMahaﬁy found some interesting frogs-( Litaria p.perata?) he went to the type localty to find that the
creeks are now shot and the frogs couldn't be found He then visited some creexs further nortk and found what could be
U piperata but they hadn't been recorded from that area before We haver't been able to confirm exacthy what Michae!
faund because he remains a difficult man te contact.

*Afa will have the draw for the froggy quilt and pillow cases at the May meefing. There will still be ime to buy
more tickets at the next meating. The procesds are going to provide prizes in this years Gould League competition on
rainforests. Fence the FROGEACTS 4 -Raintorest Frogs' which has been sent to B0 schools Thenks to Faren Thutm
for weiting it, to all those who vetted it, to Harald for his pics and to Matthew Le Breton and Lothar for putting # together at
such short notce

FROM THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD - 2.3.94

The warld wide decline in amphibiang has found another kkely global culprit- the nse in ultra-viclet radigtion
caused by the thinning of the 6zong layer. Researchers at Oregnn State Uni have shown that UY-B s kilkng off the eggs
of the local frogs and toads in the Cascade Mountans The research was praised by Loralei Saylor frorm the Declining
Amphibian Populations Task Force as well as other USA researchers. it was also pointed out that the world-wide
populatien decline might not turn out to have = single globa' cause.
The above newspaper arficle was fifted from the TMES and is refemng to the paper 2y
Afaustein, AR,
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences {1LI5A]1884
Volume 91, pp 1791-1705, March 1 issue.

The paper discusses sffects of UV exposure on amphibian reproductive success, at the egg rnaturation stage.
Experiments on the effects of UV exposure were carmied Out on eggs in sermi-natural enclosures.
The amcle damonstrates leveis of DNA repair in differant species by photolyase, an enzyre which remeves oyclobutane
pynrmidene dimers UV-E promeles production of cycicbutane pyrimidene which causes the damage to DNA,
Hyla regifia, a frog not in nechine and not sensitive to UV-B exposure has a high photolyase activity in comparison to the
other species tested. The 7 frags in dechine are Bufu boreas and Rana cascadae which five at high elevations and are
active during the day

Recent data shows an increase in UV-B jevels in the Northern Hemisphere in the last 5 years
Are the species with their eggs hidden from fight also in decline?
A NEW FROG
From & West Ausirallan Newspaper article in tate March and aiso heard Green and Practica.-
A new species of frog was found in a crayfish burrow in a peaty swamg.
Ererre Honvitz, an Edith Cowan University lecturer, found the frog in a peal swame near Denmark (A lbany W A ] while
carmying olt a survey af wetland animals. The colourful new species of frog was found in the proposed Mt Roe Mational
Park Area. The frag is dorsally dark chocotate brown with very warty rough skin,
It has orange feet and ventrally it is orange, white and bnght blue.
His find was confirmed by Dr Dale Ruberts and Dr Wardell-Johnson whe 18 from Conseration and Land Management.
THE SECOND WOR|D CONGRESS OF HERPETOLOGY
Al the fas! meefing we gave & quick run-down on the Congress

The congress was batween December 28 and January §. and 700 terp-minded delegates floodad Adelade
University. [t was very froggy and had over 430 topics to choese from, of which half wete on amphibians. Half of the 200
posier presentations were on amphbians, The ahstracts are available fram Shane. Karen, Lotkar, Harald or Jacguie 1f
you want [0 ook at the tepics and galn some vaiuable referances.

Here are & few mealy bils for your delectation. ...
Cane Toad Research
A number of papers, workshops and poster presentahions dealt with the Bufo marinus problem. A group of Brazdian and
Venszuelan researches were present, plus the CSRIO and nurnerous representatives tram many Australianr Universittes.
* Cane Toad Ecology is stil incompletely known.
* Their main mode of spreading in Australia is ncompietely known (as tads, in floods, hopping, on trucks etc
* The migration urge differs between seasons, sexes, age groups and individuals. Some stay put and some get
Wanderlust.
* After erupting in a new area, foliowed by a rapid increase In hurmbers and 2 subsequent populaton ciash, they rebound
at lower densittes (and at smaller sizes). Tnese lower densities are stilt much higner than in South America, indicating
|k of natura| predaters or disease. |
*Sydney's climate would be OK for them
* 60¥% of then food is ants and termites.
* Predator populations that initatly dechne from eating the Cane Toad gradually recover [as far as is known to date}
* Weeibacks and = few other predators eat them with no il effects.
* invertebrates kil Bufo tads
* |n Sauth America, Bufo narinus mortaity is vey high: appeanng mostly as predatian and seasunal shorages
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* Mative tads die from eating a single Cane Toad egg
Their owerall impact in Australian Ecology 1s vague guess-work
* Their impact on the Australan sconomy may be small,
* There s & political directive to keep them out of Kakadu (they are at the edge already; and to eiadicale ar contais them
as "people don't want them"
* If thes spread can be slowed, wildhfe would have more opportunity to adjust,
* The toads have a preference for apen areaz over dense forest
T They don't rmate at densely vegetated areas of water holes, only along the bare stretches.
" The anly effective controd is thought to be a virus, beks being the vector
* The Australian toads that were brought here in 1835 via Hawai are tick free. The ones in their natve South America
have ticks which den't seem to bather them,
" Mo obwiously sick toads were found in South America with ong exception which could not be studien in the held nor
fransported in time
' Ewe virus strains have been found in Venezuela, the best hope to date,
* The CEIRO are now planning to put toads with ticks on an offshore island 1o see whether the ticks siow thems dawn
This will be studied together with the effects on any native frogs.
* A search will commence for a virus on some other Bufo species outside | atin &merica’ for a virus that has not co-
evolvad with Cane Toads and may bowl them ower,
* Aciracle field patholegist will be needed to find sick Bufos in tropical places anc to find viruses on them in the freld.

The New Years Party was at James Hardy Winery and kere is a sample from Rick Shines’ disgustingly wonderful rmenu.
:‘Frag Spawn Soup:
A manelious ingress of fresh spawn from Litoria casrulea
{with a touch of Bulo marinus to tingle the paiate;), mixed with the juice of a road killed brownsnake for that authentic
cltback fravour
The croutons are made from the barbecued carcasses of the finest endangered spacies,
mostly pyarmy blustongues (Tiflgua adelaidiensis) and broad-headed snakes (RAoplocephait's bungariodes) Lo provide a
Unigue and never to be repeated taste sensation.
:Froglegs au Adelside;

Tender hindlimbs of { imondynastes, specially cuitured in the sedimentation tanks at the Adelaide Linversity's sewags
treatment Plant The marinade imparts a unigue flavour to the gastfocnemius muscle and the piquancy 1s ennched with a
subtle blend of prostaglanding frorm the gastric muensa of Rieabatrachus vitelinus

Frog Decline
Yarious speakers at the Congress noted regional amphibian declines and local extinctions.
A wolkshop found it hard 1o cofme to grips with the extent, et alone the reasons ar the cure.
* Fellers and Gross [Califormia) compared recent and 75 vear old field gata from Western LISA Matianal Parks. They
reported significant frog declines and listed probable causes as
a) mtrodused predatory fish,
y the gradual loss of open meadow and associated aguatic habitats
g] an extended drought
* Henle {Lepzig) lists 7 broad general factors as cavses for ftog dechhe
1} habitat loss or degradation, especially landscape fragmentation
2} bibcides ahd pallutants
Ay o traffic
4; immigrant predaters
5% hunting and collecting
&) competition from alien species
Tinatural cavses
* Stebbins (California) implcates the endocnne connection. Crganochlorines are believed to mimic natutally occumng
cestrogens, although no data is ayvailable at this stage
&) Crganochiotines are ikely to be globally distributed in trace quantities
E) intrude into the develapimental processes of amphibians
* Carey (Colorado) holds the role of stress te be important in amphibians declines and extinctions: Sne postulates sub-
tethal stress from environmental factors, causing immunosupression and intections Handiing, rapid pH changes,
dehyaration, pecticides and LW light could cause immunosipression. She «ites this exampla: when their is wheeled
arourd the lak the resident cathish show high levels of stress hormones for the following 3-5 days
* Johncaon [ Torenta), Head of the Dechning Amphibian Tagk Foroe savs there is no consensus and no data
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T ingrarmi QLD I scientists don t have data they ale uaedess and if they can't iind the frogs they have no data Tre old
advice to governments "save the habital and you save the speres” is ndbhish, You've 0ot to manage them

Sandie Jones from the University of Canberra gave a fantastic talk on the sbundance of Aprasa
parapuichela [ Pygopadidae ) in the grasslands of the ACT What has this aot fc do with inags, you mighf asn? Haw
often are you convinced that the frog show'd be there but vou can't find it on a specific fiefd irip? Especially those rare
and endangered and "ervptic' species.?

FROM HER ABSTRACT

Aprasia parapulcheiia fulfits the ‘rare species” critena -low numbars and habitat specific. |t fas been suggested that the
rare status s a result of the difficulty o identifying the presence of 3 species on site. The study addressed the issue by
determining whether 4 parapuichela occurs in low abundances or if intensive surveying could show that it is locally
cotrnan  These people tuned B2 000 rocks o find & tofal of 195 A, paraguichells)

This specios was found to occur in low abundanses even though the sites surveyed contained suitable habitat and were
surveyed ik aptimal weather conditions. Because of the difiicutty in determining if an absence of a specics iz an arifact
of sampling or actually an absence, @ method of probability of non-detecton was Lsed. It was found that 750 rocks
rneaded to be turned to be 88% sure that A. parapidehella was not present on site.

Maybe this wilt help us when surveying for endangered frogs ? The difference rs thal frogs do call somehmes which
makes thar: easier ta find byl they don'f always copperale, .. Does anvone have any thoughls an tys?

MEMBER NEWS

From Martyn Robinson

Gne lefler and one fax of mnlerest

The |efter from an Amateur Herpatologist from South Africa who is interested in coming to Australia to photograph frogs
i November. His expertences in South Afrnica seem to make light of many of the difficulties we encounter: ..

"In South Afnica | uesually totate the species by listening to the calls at might and then revisiting the sites during the day
when the hippos and crocs are more vsible . what is the bast practice in Australia?

If anyirra wants to contact him pnor to his arrwval ('ve already sent printed material), write to

Wiolfgang Ochojski,

B% Enca Koad,

Table VWiew, 441

Cape Town

South Africa.

A Fax from Weipa

It mentions egg masses of Cane Toad and other frogs baing strandad in a hot drying puddle The mains have steoppad
early. Thay tcok the spawn and pltaced it in an aguanum. The differences betweaen the two make interesting reading. ...
"t toad eggs hatched in a day or sc and the frog eggs took a week" . "the toadpoies asveioped much faste:, grew
fatter and grew all their legs well before the frogs”. Tne oadpoles then began ealing the frogpoles, even though
there was plenty of other food source available”. .. "The toadpoles were smarter, harder to calch-the frogpolas you could
catch with your hand they did not dart away and they atso appear not o have any sense of smell they seem W swim nte
the food before identifying it",

Interesting stulf Hut a shame the frog species was not identified.

E.E Gameron and H.G. Cogger (1892, The Herpetofauna of the Weipa Region | Cape York penmsula, Techrucal Reports
of the Austraiian Museum MNoT ) recocd that the Cane Toad first appeared in Weipa in 1979,

NSW Endangered Frog Survey

Angus Adair has put together yet ancther varsion {(FEB '8d) of the MSW Endangered Frog Surnvey Guide-lines | hope yall
have all mads yaur comments 20 we can pester Angus for 8 final' varsion.

[l was decided at the |25t committee meeting to send the complarad sunvey forms to Harald,

Eut how would pou fike {o manage this dala base? Wha has aocess, Bow are confrbulions made and how and wiere do
we slore if 7

If you are an active frogger you will aiso need the guide-lines booklet (available from Shane-{02) 638 7641)

Shane has weekly NSW rainfall chans contact um tor recent raintall before heading of on your field trio.

Froggy Anti-freeze from Barbara Harvey

Two groups of researchers from France and America have been pooling their results on intense cold and ns effects on
Fan. :

Once an orgarism freezes, ice ruptures the cell membranes and the organism will die due fo paralysis of their
functions Some oolar fish caterpiiare and spiders contain a type of anti-freeze that enabla them o survive temperatures
to -36°C. The champions of surviving extreme cold are frogsl In fact 4 tamilies of frogs faund in the forests of Canada.
Their bodies actually accelerate the formation of ice engstals but only outzide the cell membrane The production of
supars resembling sthyiene-glycol, a super ant-freeze. prevents the fteezing process from spreading into the celis



B

A frog can accurnulate & huge amount of sugars increasing its body weight by a /5 . The -eart staps beating, the blocs
stops ciiculating and brasthing stops until the arimal becomes a lump of e which car be shatterec This lump of ice
thaws out in sprning ang the frog returns to life and recovers its stored energy

Man iz alse zble to produce anti freeze sugars sim.as to frog secretions but cannot stand the high
concentrations of glucose (B0 gmst litre of blood) that the frog atains. There s risk of diabetes for more than 4gmsi litre
of blood Researchers are still working on it Gilles Rousset

Taudactylus acutirostris at the Zoo

Captive breeding programmes at Taronga 2oo, James Cook iniversity ang Ye.bourne Zoo have been generally
ursuccessful. Taronga did not manage to keep any meiamorphs after the 4th day f:om Lai absorgtion. Gerry at
Melbourme Zoo kept one till 35 days after metamorphosis, James Cook have had no success.

Cron fwho 18 going to come and give us 2 talk! | thinks that the growth hormane may be effecting the tadpoles,
Tatonga is bullding a new Reptile and Amphibian House, which may be reagy in Noverber!

Karen Thumm

During a recent trip to Germany, | had a few insights into the activities of the DGHT, The German Herpetological Sochety
(e T'in the name stands for terariums. Ther naime imphies an inferest fn the keeoing and breeding of herptiles- & littie
word fram the congiess; Their eleventh Workshop Newsletter incluties a list of breeding successes. 4,641 animals
representing 46 species have been succassiully bred

28 of the species were Poison Dant Frogs. reflecting the inferest of the leader of the group, Helmut Zimmerman, of
Stutigat Lioria caerwies Limnodynastes peronii and Litoria infrafrenata were nn the list Heimut keeps some fat |
healthy shinglebacks and blue tongues, 28 species of Zendrobatids and Marteda auranriaca from Madagascar The
group supports the declaration of a National Park to help save these gold frogs

Angther herp -Kurt Rimpp, has an interest in newts and has a male Chamaeleo jacksoni climbing amound his pot plants.
He has salamanders i an cutdoor enclosure. He also has a cerlificate of descent for all his animals.

The Ministry for Traffic has put out a book {58 pages) on the protection of amphibans by inserting "Toad tunnels” under
roads. Frogs ard toads migrating to their breeding ponds don't then get nun over. Where there is no tunnel, roads get
closed on prime nights and Kurt for example patrols his area and informs the police when the roads must be closed. It is
a pity that such measures necd to be taken, as the habitat is so carved up. A warming to Ausiralians! | will be becoming
a member of the DGHT and will keap vou irforrmed of anything of ‘nterest. £.T.

Harald Ehmann
The marvels of modern technology almost worked for me in early March, While | was doing ane of my ‘earballing' drives
soulh of Syoney. | came upon some calling Helejoporus sustrafiacus and wanted to pass on the news as quickly as
nossihte. So | phoned our resident Heteioporus buff Jacquie Recsei by mobile phone and put the hand piace out the
window near the freg, but the continuous calls didn't transmit, 25 Jecquie couldn't hear them! The trusty tape-recorder
cid the tnck though znd the frog barely missed a call in the experience.

The Herps Techrigues Courss students at Sydney Institite of Technology had a froggy baptism in Eebruary
Many of them are mainly interested in snakes, but the wet weather dung their field work presented vast numbers of
frogs including Paraerinig haswell Crindg sigrifera, Upereleia tylent and Limnodynastes durmeriti
Litorfa raniformis 15 10 extemely goos shape in the whole of the Murray Sivel syslem. | had to slalorn between them

News and things from Lothar Voigt
Speaking as Treasurar. where s the much neeged tadpole dollar? The greenback? Det Froschgroschen? One filmmaker
borrowed 7 Gi:een tree frogs from me, againgt the promise to suppart sur endargered frog survey, He then produced
17, A segond tim naker (the ward had obviously spread) had it all sewn up with e when he was asked for our now
standard fee. Mever heard fromi him agamn This is no way 1o launch the Australian Frog Count, | thought. Ses Manyh
comec and | handed oul hundreds of FROGFACTS at the Pet and Animal Sxpo in February This brought in 3355 in
donations, after the papet was paid for But it alse brought |ots of interest in frogs. Some paople were ‘treading crowd o
stay in the same spat in the crush to tell me aboul their encounter wath = frog o; o ask me whal s gowng on with them

There 1s nothing petter than seeing teeming masses of metamorphs with bulging tummies as tight a5 a drum.
Hefore mine get released, they get fishec out of their tadpole baxes into cliplid plastic cages with a handfl of weed in
them. The sages then get put on tharr sides. inside the covered compost box withk fruit peel around them. Every few days
tho boxes get dunked In the pond and put back

When the froglets have outgrown their guariers they get dumped afongside the fence near the pond where there
are planks lving or: the ground with mere fuit peel undermeath. Over the planks runs & shelf with the tadpole broccol
bewes on it Every time | go past the tads get a oucket fult of pond-water, which slowly seeps out of the =mall holes.
haffway down the boxes, onto the froglet planks below. And nest yaar the neighbours wilt have to tumn their hearing-ards
dowmn

Which all goas to show that the dumbest freasurers make the fattest frogs!

{Lathar now beliaves thal we are alf famifiar with that well knowr German saying fthat the 'dumbes! peasants make the

fatiest polatons )
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Scenes from Claudes® Hardware Corner......

Excuse me do you have anything to stop a frog from siting on the sorzy bar?
Hun?

| can't see the 1roy up there. s wnder the hood.

Yol wenna see 8 frog??? Claudalt!

Bonjour Monsieur, What can | 9o for you?

My frog keeps sitting on the spray bar | can't see it ther.

You wish to see ypur spray bar?

Mo, my trog. But it's ak under the hood

Of course Monsteur. You can count on my discretion.

L armme call Inple.ofh Clande..

Monsiedr this may be serious. We agree that your freg likes being high ug
and naar the warmth from the light fitting. Oui?

ER-we?

Alorsl, then put a fiy-sereen under the spray bar, where it is also hidden
by the hoad. It will not change the pattern of the rain. Make an aluminium =

frame just fike a window fly screen and support it on glass strips :nwr:h?mm“m W
silicon-glued ta the side of the tank, right under the spray bar. Wa're sbout flve miles now from ihe dead ster”
Do | cut a corer out of the fly-screen for the hose and cables?

Oh No No No Monsieur!, it is easier to make the screen 2 litle shorter than the length of the tank. Fill the gap Wwith

a narrow piece of glass with a small comner cut out of thig insteas. Push some filter wool In the gap that remains
and your frog cannof escape.

Why not perforaled flat or corugated perspex instead of fly sereen?

More work. Lots of holes to drill to get the ventilation through as well as the rain and harder to keep your frog from
wiggling past. Fiat perspex tends to, how you say, sag and the corrugated ones heed a squishy profile stuck on

the ends_ It s also harder to keep algae off it. May | ask how you keep your algae from clogging your spray har
Monsieur?

Well it 15 clogged right now it 1= cne of those commercial translucent ones.

Mon Dieu! You must throw it away! Here, use electric conduit and elbows and saw slits in it crosswise. Install the
slits uppermaost and Voila!

Gosh thanks Claude,

Bast Clavde This woman wants 0 see yva. says i's your faulf that she's gol a leaking problem,

Are you the guy whe is into frogs?

Am | inte frocks? Madame where | came from..__..

You let my husband make a right mess of our house! You fald him to stand fus bgh tank on end for his treefrogs, didn't
s 9

well .

| tell you, it leaks everywhere. He has this blasted condult rain bar on top, and water is coming thiaugh the ventilation
slits in the door or atound the door edges.

Of course Madame! your 'usband built an inward draiming doar that sits tn a groove between two glass strips, with
the inner strip shorter 5o the water runs back into....

Some goes on the carpett

Mais oui!, capillary action: a Known problem. Do not worry Madame, some of the bast enginears are working < it
| weant it fixed!

¥ou cowld consider standing it in 2 sink of csurse.

Itra sink™

& very shallow one made from twa thin shests of styro glued together hke a sandwich. The top one has narmoy
strips cut out as drainage grooves, leading to a hole at the back. It alsa has a strip cut off around the edges with a
silican-glued angled plastic beading arcund the perimater 1o complete the outside channel, and any water runmng
down your tank wlil drain to the hoie at the back of the styro. Attach a short hase under the hele, through of
araund the suppart of the tank, put a jar underneath and there, Madame, i= yvour invisible sinkl

Wall  maybe you are goon for somethsng then.
It this sink for your frag does not work, | will eat it. Au Revoir, Madame. ges vk
L.
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From 'The Travelogue of Barbara Harvey'

Fram 47-22nd of December | was with Klaus Uhlenhut of Kirrama Wildlife Tours in both the ron Range and Laksheld
tHatonal Parks of Cape York, {flaw to Lockhar River fwhence Klaus nad already driven tus 48D and we staved at the
Locknart River Aboriginal Reserve Guest House, Being December, the wet scason hrad just started and ensugh rain had
taller to Iven up the frags The rain was not encugh {0 stop us gething around and it mostly fell in the very early morming,
adding up to pertect froggqy conditions.

Speciet seet anpund Iron Range were: Litoria caertlea. L. vothii, L nigrofrenata L. nasuta, L. gracifenta, L. paiffida, L
rubelia, Limpodynastes ornatus, Sphenophryne gracilipes, Cpclorana brevipes, Rana daemel:

At Wenock River Crogsing- Grirga remoia.

At Archer River Roadhouse, where we overnighted on our way south, there was 3 large darm with thousands if nat
hundreds of thouesands of Cane Toad metamprphlings around the edge Even zo, we saw we saw many Lifors nasurs
and Limnodynastes ornatus and Liforia rubefla was found in the buildings of the roadhouse [100metres distant)-
peasing proot that the Cane Toad has not yet edminated the nalve frog from its terttory here. Reptiles seen were Frilled
-neck izard, two Lined-dragon species,. a Rainbow Skink Cardia fongipes, the House Gecko Genyra dubia and one of
the highhight= of the trip-a Green Python Chongropython virigis, a magnificen: specimen and wanderfully co-operative
for the photographer! Klaus Lhlenhut iz an excellent naturalist and four leader and we saw some 146 species of birds
including &l of the Cape York endemics w.th the added bonus of a Spotted Cuscus and a Spactacied Flying Fox

from Lance Tarvey.

Thanks ts Lance for hte article in his local newspaper {He lives in Alstormille).

The amcle oescribed Limnodynastes peroni and Mixophyes fasciofatirs as well as how to tell Cane Toad tadpoles
ficrn others with the accompanying adwce "not to kil tads if you are not sure”.

He aleo asked people to send recortdings to the NPEW S and has attracted 25 new members to the FA TS Group by
inctuding our post box number.

Plus he has sent us some frog info.....

tn 2arly March he was hearng Wallum froge fram many locatians [You have to contact Lance i you're up that way) as
well as Litoria ofongburensis. He recently visited Hugh and Nan Nichalsons’ property at Terania Craek { Australian
Ramforest Plants 1.283 ) and without much effort picked Up 12 spacies.

He tred, unsuccesstully, for Mixophves feay in the palm forest at Nighteap Natonal Park but did pick Up Assa at about
200metres ASL. (Michael Mahony has picked up Mixophyes feay at this location previously.)

Bpecies at Micholsons” praperty { believe they are sefiing the properfy and nurseny for appros §1 million?)

Adeforus brevis(call), Crinia signifera(call), Limnodynastes peronili (cali&sighted] Uperolesa fusca

(callfBeighted) Mixophpres fasciolatus(cis) Litoria peroniiic®<) Litoria chforis {<) L. fabax (cke), L. pearsomana (c&s)
L. dentata (c} L. lesueurys)

L. revelara () L. latopaimala (c&s)

Hugh and Nan regularly get L. caeriiaea and L. gracibanta (| think). | recorded this for the Wildiife &tlas and Vwill fill in one
of the standand =ie forms if | can decipher the code (cpes Shane will send firm tie standard ‘Frog Spy Code Book™ with
romahrpents from Angos )

Alsn he got Kyranpnus foveriggey braeding in Whian Whian State Forest with tadpaoles in a burmow in 2 table drain

He also tells us that Blave Stewart is putting together a recorging of the frog spacies of the Morth Coast and Tablelands.
Dan Wotherspoon

A guick ning around brought Barbara Harvey and Peter Jones to Rose Lindsay Cottage for a night of frcagging The Red-
Crowned Toadiet was too shy and the Helefoporus were hiding but we anjoyed each othar company and some commaon
frogs species.

Even with very good rain at Faulconbridge, Pgeudophryne australis wag very shy -have they put tood betore
=ex’? One fat female P. ausiralis came to a new garden we made hare, with |ots of leaf mulch over newspapar We are
200 metres away from the nearest calling site.

A Cane Toad was found near Windsor on a creek which crosses the Putty Koad-we are hoping it was a
hitehhiker from QLD
Shane Gow
Shane and Kaver found Heleioporus avstraiiacus tads at Binya Close Hormsby Hewghts, Whaoh may net sound so
worndertul except that this stunning area is subjett to a large Landcom DFA and subsequertly 1a 2 Fauna impags

Statement-all due to the agitatian of local greenes,
Shane &lso has a tape with the most merediblte whooping call from a Heleieporus- which he will piay at the next

meeting when he gives his 5 mihute chat on strange behaviour of breeding Helefoportls.

Shane aisa found Heisioe breeding in Roya MNabwena! Park and Ku Ring-Gal Chase Mational Park West Head.
Karen and Shane also tound Lioria fitfejohnit In the Watagan State Forest. Marioh Anstis 100k a recarding and Shane
and Marion photographed it on a subsequent expedition it cefinitay smelis Ike curry

Shane has also asked me to tell you that FROSFACTS 285 are avaulanie and | woule like to telt you that | have
FROGCALL 4567 8610 but nat 1,282 Dnes anyone have these? Do they pyist? and if so piease send us 2 copy.
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Bombaderry Creek- a quick summary
Leatch va Mafional Farks and Wildite Sernce and The Shoathaven Tty Council

The Shoalhaven City Council applied to the Mational Parks ang Whldate Service tor a icence to take or kili
endangered fauna The newa for the Icence arose from a aevelppment consent by the couroil to its owr proposal to
constiuct a link road from North MNowra to the Frinces Highway, 1he road incwdes a B0mette bridge over Bambaderry
Creek The Director General giznted the licence subject to conditions.

May Laatch appealed against the decision with repors fiom vanious expens on the flora and faana of the area
Apart from the rare flora of the ares the rare fauna includad the Yeilow- belled Ghder and the Giant Burrowing Frog-
Heleioporus australiacus. D York and Gary Daly heard the call of the GBF wnile spotlighiting for gliders. The Fauna
impact Statement considered the gorge to be degraded and not prime habatat for the species and so the valdity of the
FIS was guestioned in reference to the non-inclusion of the GBF. The frog has only been sighted in a small number of
locatiaons m the Shoalhaven area and therefore it was consideed important to conserve the species.

Jdustice Stein agreed with the pereaived need to alleviate traffic problems in this area. in the future. but did not
consiaer that the council had explores] the alternative routes fully as a bawance agsinst the issue to take or kill
endangered fauna. Justice Stein was nof convinced of the validity of the councis economic arguments.

The Justive also emphasised that the refusal io grant the application shoufd nof be the and of the proposal and further
isformation on endangered favna and advances in scienliffc knowledge may mean the ficence could be granted in
future,

NOTICE: SGM. RULES, AGM, NOMINATIONS, FEES
As was discussed and decided st the last meeting on 2.2 94 notice is hereby given, {so this is it} that at the next meeting
cr Friday. 6 5 94 there will be:
/4 Spacial Ganeral Mesting at which a vote will be takan, on whether the F. AT 5 Group should be incarporatad, with
Hs own rules of association, of whether it should remain & spercial interest group of the AHS Ineorporation could be
finalised in August
In case 1t 1s decided 1o Incorporate. a further vote will be taken on whather to adopt the proposed F & T.5 Group Rules Of
Association. These are idenbical to the AHS rules with the following three exceptions
1y in the first sestence of the 'Objects' sachon:

delete ‘reptiles and amphibians' and reptace with ‘amphibians'
2h Instead of 3 President /¥ice President structure adopt a Fresident fChairman siructure
Ay dn the unlikely event of winding-town a4 some fulure sime;

transter assets to another incorporated association with similar aims rather than o the Australian Museum.
The F.AT 3 Group can further medify the rules at any time, wath 2 government tee of $20
The compiete 'Rules' (20 pagesivan be obtained from Lothar Yoigt- {029 371-9128 and will also be available at the nest
meeating.
20An Annual General Meeting it the: decision = made to incorporate.
The AGM would present the Conveners repon, Tieasurers report and elact the new commitiee,
Morinations are invited from F.A. T 5 Sroup Members for the following positions:
Frasidernt Chairwornan'man  Trigasurer Secretary Membership Cfficer / Newsletter Editor 2 Committee Members
The new cormmitiee will co-opt from amongst therm;, Public Cfficer, Survey Officer, Affiliator: Councillan, Catating Officer
Sientific Advisers,
Morinations for Committee positions should be sent to Harahd Ehmann or to Lothar Vorgt at the post box address on the
tront of the newsletter, up to one week before the mesting on the & £ 84 Norminations will be zecepted at the meeting for
pouitions still vasant. According to the rules, AHS and F.A T.5.Group, the nominalions must be counlersignad by 2
mermbers. (Up il now a member is anyone on the FATS mailing list or 15 an AMS member).
3fflembership fees. As foreshadowed at the last meeting. a clear membership and a separate financial focting need to
be established, reqgardless of the SGM outcome onincorporation It has been decided to apply the same membership
rates and categones and annual rates as those of the AHS

Membership with Hetpetefabma, o oo o 20
Membership without Herpetofauna. ... ... 830
Farmily membership with Herpstefauna . .. . . - ... . B30
Trarseas membarzhip [2irmail, with Herpatotaunal), ... 530

I gzasral membearskip fees are for the financial vear May to Aptii Peoapla joining between October and February pay
half the fee for the refmaining pan of the year. For this year you will be asked to pay half the amount in October 1o camy
you through to April "985, :

The good news ig that after April thare will be na door donation and no further postage stamps to send in. You
can ack for the remaining stamips to be sent back with your neat newsletter- of course you can donate them (o feip send
frogfacis and sound recording replies cull
Your membership fee will pay for room hire, newsletfer prinung and mailing, insurance and ali the things that should
mzke meetings and newsietters more anjoyable and informative. LV,
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