Ref: (frog.new)
FROGBNDTADPOI.EGROU;PNE“SLE'MRNUHBERZ

The second meeting was held in the Staff PRoom, Level 3,
Building E {corner Thomas and Harris Streets, Ultimo) from
7.30 to 10.30 pm on the 4th, Febru_ary 1_9_92.

The meeting uas attax;dpd by GERRY mmmzx.;.o (visiting from
Melbourne}, LAUREN SHANE GOW, GEOGG HIGGIMS, MARY
GIBBS, PHILLIP TESCHKE PJIUI. EVERY, "KAREN THUMM, JORN- - EMEDY,
MARK WILSON, LOTHAR VOIGT, HERINDA VOIGT, GARY LAM, DAVID
MILLAR, DAN WOTHERSPOON, PE'I'ER JONES, MARTYN ROBINSO.N, STEVE
RUH JFH; GU'N'I‘HER SQHHIDA a.ﬁd HARALD EHNANN Ay
AL T o AT
Each person introduced themselves to the meeting’ by ‘reporting
on  their current interests in and studies of frogs and
tadpoles. : :

. FROG Mb'rmmr-k PROTECT -:'r'c_m Ed N."-S-F_ Y e ey

It qu ted that anurans {ie. frogs a.nd ‘all their life

B protécted in NsWw from 19 ﬂgcenher 1991 by the
g;ig.uég }"auha (Interim Protection} Act. :
&1}

s With. reptiieﬁ) Tha new Act - ‘provides : for the

Qixs’ff Yap Froge'are now pro’tectad in ﬁsw lsimilar to the
Jnt of a liaty of’ thraatt!ne species(these - inblude

Qm extinct q'fl) NS"-J and a list of winefaﬁle and ‘rare
spac 3 Qp&hi“! pl;rpose “of the Kbt 1% to ‘mpecificaily
protect Habita of endangered fauna {ie.

thragtanqd,\mlnerable ur rare) which could be placed “at
grqgger risk by any Lmd ugq chasge {eg. clearing forestry).
Hmaw the : subaEquent’ Forss g v <froteéction Act has. effectively
mogt; the reebh of ' the: Eaﬁa!igbred ‘Fauna (Interim
ctim} J\ct‘.- Prom. prgctiqfaxupoi:ns ‘of view persons’ taking
fr i a%); ‘1ife :Jtng_.oi? ‘Brm‘ﬁrm the wild will n{ed léo be
ig bse; Kgeping., frngs* IeE will ‘#Yso hbed'to be
lieen:ﬁ. The i:epgi‘t into™ aad mt from mgoof all 'frog
species needs to be lifenSed. The Naticnhl Parks and Wildlife
Service ias at present working out how to implement the
licensing system (with a legally difficult *Act to follow and
limited resources} and they propose to generate an axempted
species list under Section 98, In the wmeantime it is most
unlikely that creditable field work, research and study of
frogs or tadpoles would be prosecuted even if the worker does
not hold a licence. *The Act protects Cane Toads and makes the
issuing of Scientific licences extremely difficult!l




MARTYN ROBINSON asked members to take copies of the FROGWATCH
guide and provide him with feedback to be used to modify the
2nd edition.
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HARALD EHMANN reported that funding may be available for frog
work in NSW by the Frog - and Tadpole Study Group. He will .
apply iE theé group may be aligible x ; ; i g

THE GROUPS FUTURE, was discussed including issues such as
incorporation, meeting format, and fi.eld trip arrangement. A
~volunteer commitiee. .. («DAN mmmspoon L MARK  WILSON, LOTHAR
VOIGT, -MICHAEL MAHONY . dnd HARALD E aré to review these
and. other issues and report to the next neeting.
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GERRY MARANTELLI reportéd that at Meibourne Univédrsity a
computerised frog identification key was being developed that
included "on screen” photographs and actual frog calls from an
auvdio ,systen. " : i ;

Guest speaker MICHAEL MAHONY reviewed his current and longer
term research projects. = During the past. summer he led  an
EARTHWATCH volunteer group to the Border Randgers area to s’f.’uﬂy
the Hip Pocket Frog (L!ﬂ_munﬁmni). He ia alsc working on
-andangered -frogs in wet forests, ag.rticular the Great
Barred Progs. (Mix 4 % Ipéc.-iegl:,b & Hr);i::ai:z Frogs
(Eﬁmg or Fphiloria). . Hig wo involves assmasing’ the
genetic variability in the accessible’ pbpulaiions. 'i‘hég daer
- the diversity the more, likely it is b,ail; the g l,gti‘on has
., gone .through .the, genetic hotthqat;k' et “tl’:ernthre
-.siggiﬂgant&y raﬁ:tiqtqé .its ~capacity tb %% 1n an
_ ‘evolptionary senae] to shifts in habitat charact t;

_pointed. out, that ;‘wst Zesearch funding from Ffedéral sotrrces
for thia ‘mort of i,nnl work ia’ directed prﬁhrdh mamnzls.

u:cnm then spoke at - 1ength dbout the Désart Burrowing !‘rogs
{ bug).. . This "is the most widespxead qenna
Australia,. occu;:rm ovar about ‘B0% of tHe continent. e’ 9+
species include polyploid forms (where the amount of geratic
material 4in the cells is double O ‘more than in other similar

ecies), . and ‘extreme variability in ‘eglour and’ pal:tei-n 80
that the: bgnt, way to dtscriﬂnqta bet:wéen specles u by the
3 uti.ng call dif!erancua. ; " _
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He gave a fascinating account of how these desert frogs breed,
develop (tadpoles) and burrow within 28 days. He also
‘discussed the consequences of polyploidy: and  hybxridisgation,
and his talk was liberally illustroted with skides: and some
live species.
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Light refreshments were available throughout the'meéting which
continued until 10.30pm with informal lively discussions.
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THE NEXT MEETING of the Frog and Tadpole Study.Group will be
held on Tuesday 14, April at 7,30pm in the same place as usual
{see first paragraph). We will have GUNTHEE SCHMIPA as guest
speaker, and the GROUP'S FUTURE REPORT and FUNDING
APPLICATIONS will alsoc be available. The usual informal style
should ensure plenty of lively discussion.

Follow the signs from the 1ift foyer on Level cne.

Harald Ehmann - Convenor
07.04.92



If you wankt to continue receiving this newsletter please

return the tear-off slip below if you are unable to attend the
meetings.

I would like to continue reé;igkhg-tﬁe Fiog and Thdpoleﬂstudy
~ Group Newsletter. ) : ; s B

TITLE {Mr, Mrs, Ms, Dr........ 2

NAME (LAST),.....&
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Send to: Frog and Tadpole Study Group
C/- H. Ehmann
Biological Sciences
Sydney Institute of Technology
1 Mary Ann Street
ULTIMD HSW 2007
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